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Reſtord to the good of both Sara 
From the bondage of CaNoN Law,and 


other miſtakes, to the true meaning of Scrip- 1 


* ture in the Law and Goſpel compar'd. 


{ wherin alſo are ſet downthe bad conſequences of | 


aboliſhing or condemning of Sin, that, which rhe” | 
Law of Godallowes, i Chriſt aboliſht not. 


| Now the ſecond time revigddand much pymented, 


In Two BOOKS: | 
To theParlament of England with the Aſſembly. 
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Tothe ParLamenT of ENCGLAND, 
* with the ASSEMBLY» | 


-F it were ſeriouſly arkt, and it would be no untimely queſticn, Renowned Pare 
i /ament, ſelef# Aſſembly,who of al Teachers & Maſters that ever have taughts 
hath drawn the moſt Diſciples after him, both in Religion, and in manners,it 
might be not untruly anſwer d, Cuſtome. Though vertxe be commended for the 
moſt perſwaſive in her Theory; and Conſcience inthe plain demonſtration of the 
ſiirit, finds moſt evincing, yet whether it be the ſecret of divine wil,or the original 
blindneſſe we are horn ing ſo it happ'ns for the moſt partzthat Cuſtome ſtil 4 ſelent- 
ly receiv/d fag the beſt inſtrulter. Except it be, becauſe her method #4 ſo glib and ea= 
ſie, in ſome manner like to that viſion of Fackiel, rowling up her ſudden book of 
implicit knowledge, for him that will,to take and ſwallaw down at pleaſure; which 
proving but of bad nouriſhment in the concoGion, as it was heedleſſe in the dgvowe 
ing, puffs up unbealthily, a cert ain big face of pretended learning,miſtaken among 
credulous men, for the wholſome habit of ſoundueſſe and gaod conſtitution ; but is 
indeed x0 other, then that ſwolnviſage of counterfeit knowledge and literature, 
which not onely in private marrs our education, but alſo in publick it the commons 
climer znto every chaire, where either Religion ws preach't, or Exw reported: filling 
each eſtate of life and profeſſion, with abjel4 and ſervil principles ; depreſſing the 
high and Heaven-born ſpirit of Man, far beneath the condition wherin either God 
created him, or ſin hath ſunke him. To ferſue the Allegory , Cuſtome being bus 4 
meer face, as Eccho is a meer woicegreſts not in ber unnaccompliſhment, untill by ſe= 
cret inclinatzon, ſhe accorporat her ſelf with error, who being a blind and Serpen” 
tine body without a bead, willingly accepts what he roants, and ſupplies what her 
incompleatneſje went ſeeking. _— it un, that Error ſupports Cuſtome » Cuſtome 
count nances Error. And theſe tmo between them hy av296 and chaſe away 
all truth and ſolid wifdome aut of bumane life, were it not that Ged, rather then 
many once 18 many agesycals together the prudent and Religious coamſels of Men, 
deputed to repreſſe the encroachments, and to work «ff the inveterate blots and ob> 
ſeurities wrought upon our. minds by the ſuitle inſunating of Error and Cuſtome: 
Who with the numerous and vulgar train of their foll»oers, make it their chief de= 
ſegne toenvie and cry-down the induſtry of free reaſoning, under the terms of bus 
mor, and innovation 3 as if the womb of teeming Truth were to be clo&d up, if ſe 
preſume to bring forth ought, that ſorts not with their unchew'd notions and ſup= 
poſitions. _ which notorious injury and abuſe of mans ſtee ſoul to teſtifie and 
oppoſe the utmoſt that tuly and true labour can attatn,heretofare the incitement of 
2 2 men 
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Fen reputed grave hath led me among others; and now the duty and the right of 
an inftrufted Chriſtian cals me through the chance of good or evill report, to be the 
ſole advocate of a diſcount nanc't truth): a bigh enterpriſe Lords and Commaens,4 
high enterpriſe and zha#d, end ſuch «s every ſeventh Sow-of a ſeventh Sox does not 
venture on. Nor have T amidſt the tlamor of ſo much envie and impertinence,whe= 
ther to appeal, but to the concourſe ff much piety and wiſdom beer afſembPd. 
Bringing in my hands an ancient and muſt neceſſary, miſt charitable, and yet moſt 
Þ1jur'd Statute of Moſes © not repeaPÞd ever by him who only had the authority,bmt 
thrown aſide with much. inconſiderat negle@, under the rubbifþ of Canimicall 
ignorance : 45 once the whole law was by ſome ſuch like conveyance in Joſtahs time. 
And be who ſball indeavour the amendment of any old neglefed grievance in 
Church or Statezor inthe daily courſe of life, if be be gifted with abilities of mind 
that may raiſe him to ſo high an undertaking, T grant be hath already much wher- 
of not to repent him 3 yet let me arreed hin, not to'be the foreman of any miſ-jude'd 
opinion, unleſſe bus reſolutions be firmly ſeated in a ſquare and conſtant mind, not 
conſcious to it ſelf of any deſerved blame,and regardleſſe of ungrounded ſuſpicions. 
For this let him be ſure he ſhall be boorded preſently by the ruder ſort,but not by diſe 
creet and well nurtur'd men, with a thouſand idle deſeants and ſurmiſes. Who 
when they cannot confute the leaſt j1ynt or ſinew of any paſſage in the book; yet 
God forbid that truth ſhould be trith, becauſe they have a boiftrows comceit of ſome 
pretences in the Writer. But were they not more bufie and inquiſitive thenthe Apo= 
file commends,they would hear him at leaſt,rejoycing,ſo the truth be preacht, 
whether of envyie or other pretence whatſoever : For Truth is 41 7mpoſſible 
to be ſoil d by any outward touch,as the Sun beam. Though thu ill hap wait on her 
nativity, that ſbe never comes into the world, but like a Baſtard, to the ignominy 
of him that brought her forth © till Time the Midwife rather then the mother of 
Truth,have wa ib and ſalted the Infant, declar'd her legitimat, and Churcht the 
father of hws young Minerva, from the needlefſe cauſes of bis purgation.T our ſelves 
can beſt witneſſe #h1s, worthy Patriots,and better will, no doubt hereafter: for who 
among ye of the formoſt that hate travaiÞd m ber behalf ts the good of Church, or 
State,hath not been often tradat to be the agent of big own by-endsgunder pretext 
of Reformation. So much the more I ſhall not be unjuſt to hope, that however Infa- 
my, or Envy may work in other men vo do ber fietfull will againſt thu diſcourſe, 
Jetthat the experience of your own uprightnes mi ſeinterpreted, will put ye in mind 
70 give it ſree audience and generous conftruion. What though the brood of Belial, 
the draffe of men,to whom no liberty u pleaſing, but unbridPÞd and vagabond luſt 
without pale or partition, will laugh broad perhaps, to ſee ſo great a ſtrength of 
Scripture muſtering up in favour, at they ſuppoſe, of their debauſperies.; they will 
knore better, when they ſmall bence learn; that honeſt [#herty 14 the greateſt foe to dij< 
honeſt licences And what thszh others ont of @ waterifh and queaſy conſcience bes * 
_- LY. cauſe 
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, With the Aſſembly." s 


cauſe ever craſy and never yet ſountlwill rail and fancy to themſelvergthat injury id 
licence is the beſt of this Book * Didnot the diftemper of their 'own. s affets 
them with a dizzy megrim, they would ſoon tie up their tongues z and diſcern them- 
ſelves like that Aily rian blaſphemer all thi while re oaching not man but the "Al> 
mighty, the holy one of (rae), whom they donot deny to have belawgiv'n his own 
ſaered peiple with this very allywance;which they now call injury and licence,and dare 
cry ſhame on,and will do yet a whileytill they get a little cordial ſobriety to ſettle their 
qualming zeal. But this queſtion concerns not us perhaps : Indeed mans diſpoſition 
though prone to ſearch after vain curioſities, yet when points of difficulty are to be diſ+ 
cuſſt,appertaining to the removal of unreaſonable wrong and burden from the perplext 
life of our brothergit is incredible how cold, haw dull,and far from all fellow feeling we 
are, without the ſpur of ſelf-concernment. 1 et if the wiſdome, the Juſtice, the purity of 
Godbe to becleer'd from fonleſt imputations which are not yet avoided, if charity be 
10t to be degraded and trodd'n down under a civil Ordinance, if Matrimony be not 
#0 be advanc't like that exalted perdition, writt'n of to the Theſlalonians, above 
all that is called God,or goodneſſe, nay, againſt them both, then I dare affirm there 
will be found in the Contents of this Book , that which may concern us all. T ou it cons 
cerns chiefly, Worthies in P arlament,m whom,as on our deliverersgall our grievances 
and cares, by the merit of your eminence and fortitude are devoly'd : Me it concerns 
next, baving with much labour and faithfull diligence firſt found out, or at leaſt with 
4 fearleſſe and communicative candor firſt publiſht to the manifeſt good of Chriſten= 
dome,that which calling to witneſſe every thing mortall and immortall, I beleeve un= 
fainedly to be true. Let not other men think their conſcience bound to ſearch continu= 
ally after truth, to pray for enlightning from above, to publiſh what they think they 
have ſo obtain'd, and debar me from conceiving my ſelf ty d-by the: ſame duties, Te 
have now,doubtleſſe by the favour and appointment of God, ye have now in your hands 
a great and populous Nation to Reforms from what corruption,what blindnes in Res 
ligion ye know well; in what a degenerat and faÞn ſpirit from the apprehenſion of na= 
tive liberty,and true manlines, 1 am ſure ye find : with what unbounded licence ruſh» 
ng to whordoms &+ adulteries needs not long enquiry: inſomuch that the fears which 
en have of too ſtrict a diſcipline, perhaps exceed the hopes that can be in others, of 
ever introducing it with any great ſucceſſe.What if T ſhould tell ye now of diſpenſati= 
ons and indulgences, to give alittle the rains, to let them play and nibble with the 
bait a while ; a people as hard of heart as that *ayptien Colony that went to Canaan. 
Th us the common doltrine that adulterous and i : 


injurious divorces were not con= 
niv'd only, but with eye open allow'd of old for hardneſſe of heart. But that opinion, 
T truſt, by then this following argument bath been well read, will be left for one of the 
myſteries of an indwlgent Antichriſt, to farm ont inceſt by, and thoſe bis other tri= ' 
Butavy pollutions. What middle way can be takin then, may ſome interrupt, if we 
muſt neither turn to the right nar to the left, and that the people hate to be reforntd: 


a 


To the Parlament of England, - 


Markthen, Fudges and Lawgivers,andye whoſe Office it #t to be our teachers, for T | 
will utter now 8 dofrine, if ever any other, though neglelted or not underſtood, yet of 
great and power full importance to the governing of mankind. He who wiſely would re= * 
ftraim the reaſonable Soul of man within due bounds, muſt firſt himſelf know perfeQ« | 
l;, how far the territory and dominion extend of juſt and honeſt liberty. As little muſt | 
he offer to bind that which God hath looſin'd, as to looſ'n that which he hath bound. 
The ignorance and miſtake of this high point,hath beapt up one huge half of all the mi- 
ſery that hath bin fince Adam. Inthe Gſþel we ſball read a ſuperciliows crew of ma» 
ers, whoſe holineſſe, or rather whoſe evil eye, grieving that God ſbould be ſo facil to 


| manga to ſet ſtraiter limits to obedience, then God had ſet; to inſlave the dignity of , 
| man,to put a garriſon upon his neck of empty and overdignifi d precepts: And we ſhall | 
read our Sxvionur never nvre griev'd and troubPd, then to meet with ſuch a peeviſh 


madneſſe among men againſt their own freedome. How-can we expett him to be leſſe 
offended with us, when much of the ſame folly ſhall be found yet remaining where it 
leſt ought, to the periſhing of thouſands. The greateſt burden in the world 1 ſuperſtiti= 


{ on; not only of Ceremonies in the Church, but of imaginary and ſcarcrow ſins at home. 
| What greater weakning, what more ſuttle ſtratagem againſt our Chriſtian warfare, 
Ty when beſides the groſſe body of real tranſgreſſions to encounter ; we ſhall be terrif#d by 


a vain and ſhadowy menacing of faults that are not : When things indifferent ſhallbe | 
ſet to over«front us mder the banners of ſin, what wonder if we þ routedzand by this ® 
art of our Adverſary, fall into the ſubjeion of worſt and deadlieſt offences. The ſuper» © 
ftition of the Papiſt #;touch not,talte not,when God bids both: and onrs ie, part 

nor, ſeparat not, when God and charity both permits and commands. Let all your 

things bedone with charity,ſaith St. Paul : and his Maſter ſaith, She is the 

fulftling of the Law. Tet now a civil, an indifferent, a ſometime diſſwaded Law 

| of mariages maſt be fort upon us to fulfsl, not onely without charity, but againſt ber, 
3 No place in Heav'n or Earth, except Hell, where charity may not enter : yet mariage 
the Ordinance of our ſolace and contentment, the remedy of our lonelinefſe will not 
admit now either of charity or mercy to come in and mediate or pacifie the fiercenes of 

this gentle Ordinance,the unremedied lonelines of this remedy. Adviſe ye welLſupreme 

Seat, if charity be thus excluded and expulſt, how ye will defend the untainted ho> 
nour of your own aftions and proceedings: He who maries,intends ds little to conſpire } 
his own ruine,as he that ſwears Allegiance:and as a whole people us in proportion to aw 
ill Government, ſo 1 one man to an ill mariage-If they wx. 96h authority,Counant, {| 
or Statute; may by the ſoveraign edi of charity, ſave not only their lives, but honeſt 
| liberties from unworthy bondage, 4 well may he againſt any private Conant, which 
| y . be never enter*d to bus miſchief, redeem himſelf from unſupportable diſturbances to h= 4 
| neſt peace, and juſt contentment : And much the rather, for that to reſiſt the higheſt 
| A agiſtrat thou th tyrannizing,God never gave us expreſſe allowance, only be gave 4 

} 


reaſox, charity, nature and-good example t1 bear us out 3 but in thi economicall miſs 
| fortune, 
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{ Judgement of Moſes your predeceſſor, from the ſhallow commenting of Scholaſticks 


, form" d and wearied life of man; to reſtore this bus loſt heritage,into the houfbold ſtates 
* wherwithbe ſure that peace arid loveythe beſt ſubſiſtence of a Chriſtian family will re= 


* generally ſubmitted to, ſober and well order d living oo ſpring up in the Com- 
3 momewealth. Ye have an author great beyond exception, 

2 he whohedg'd in from aboliſbing, every ſmalleſt jot and tittle of precious equity con= 
# tairwdinthat Lav, with a more accurat and laſting Maſoreth,then either the Syna= 
; gogue of Exrazor the Galilean School at Tiberias bath left us. Whatever elſe ye can 


> of this your magn mim example, will eaſily ſpread far beyond the bankg of Tweed 
| andthe Norman Iles. It would not be the firſt , or ſecond time , ſince our ancient 
: Druides,by whom this land was the Cathedral of Philoſophy to Franceleft off their 
| paganritergthat England hath had this honour vouchſaft from Heawn, to give ont 


; the Roman Empire ? wh9 but the Northumbrian Willibrode, and Winifride of 


Canoniſts. Doubt not after himto reach out to your fteddy hands to the miſein= 
turn home fr om whence they are nor baniſpt; places of proſtitution will be leſſe baunt= 
edzthe neighbors bed leſſe attempted, the yoke of prudent and manly diſcipline will be 


les ; andone yet greater, 


enat, will ſcarce concern a third part of the Britriſh name : but the benefit and good 


reformation 20 the world. Who was it but our EnygliſÞ Conſtantine , that baptiz'd 
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To the Parlement of (England, 'Y 
Devon with their followers, were the firſt Apoſtles of Germany. ? who but Alcuin 
and Wicklef oxr Country men epex dhe eyes of Europe, the one in arts, the otber in 
Religion. Let not England, forget her precedence of teaching nations bow to live. 

- Know Worthier know and exerciſe the privilege of your honour d Country. A greas 
ter title T heer bring yetben #4 either in the power or in the policy of Rometo give her 
Monarchs; thu glorious at will ſtile ye the defenders of Charity. Nor u: this yet the 
bigheſt inſcription that wil adorn ſoreligious and ſo boly a defence as this;behold beer 
the pure and ſacred Law of God,and by: yet purer and more ſacred name offring them= | 
ſelves to you firſt,of all Chriſtian refurmers to be acquitted fromthe long ſufſer'd un= | 
godly attribute of patronizing Adultery. Defer not to wipe off inſtantly theſe imput a» 
tive blurrs and ſtains caſt by rude fancies wpon the throne and beauty it ſelfof 27vVi0e 
lable holines:left fone ther people more devout and wiſe then wegbereau #4 thu offer d 
immortal glory,nur wonted prerogative,of being the firſt aſſerters in every great vindi» 
cation. For me, as far as my part heads me, 1 have already my greateſtgain, aſſurance | 
and inward ſatifattion to have don in thit nothing unworthy of an honeſt life, and 
ſudies wel employ d. With what event among the wiſe & right underſtanding hand- 
full of men, 1 am ſecure. But how among the drove of Cuſtom and Prejudice this will | 
be reliſht, by ſuch whoſe capacity, ſince their youth run ahead into the eafie creek of a 
Syſtem or a Medulla, ſails there at will under the blown phySognomy of their unlabour'd rudi- 
ments, for them,what their taſt will be, I bave alſo ſurety ſufficient, from the entire league that 
hath bin cver between for mal ignorance and grave obſtinacie.Yet when 1 remember the little that 
Our Savionr could prevail about this doftrine of Charity againſt the crabbed texuiſts of big time, 
I make no wonder, but reſt confident that who ſo preſerrs either Matrimony or other Or dmance 
beforc the good of man and the plain exigence of (barity, ict bim profeſſe Papiſt, or Proteſtants 
or what be will, be js no better then a Phariſc, And underſtands not the Goſpel: whom as a miſin- © 
zerpreter of Chriſt 1 openly proteſt againſt; and provoke him to the trial of this truth before all Þ 
the world: and let him bethink bim withall bow be will ſodcr up theſbifting flaws of his angirt 
permiſſions his venial and waruenial diſpences, wherwith the Law of God pardoning and unpar - 
doning hath bin ſhamefully branded, for want of beed in gloſbngo have eluded and baf"d out all \ 
Faith and chaftity from the mariagebed of that boly ſeed, with politich and judiciall adulterics, 

T ſeek not to ſeduce the ſimple and iiiterat; my errand i to findout the choiſtſt aud the learnedſt, 
who bave this bigh gift of wiſdom'to anſwer ſolidly, or to be convintt. 1 crave it from the piety, 
the learning and the prudence which is hous' d inthl place. It might perhaps mofe fitly bave bin. 
writt*n in another tongue; and [ bad don ſo,but that the efleemT have of my ((ountries judgements 
end the love I bear to my natiue language to ſerv it firſt with what I endeavour, made me ſpeak 
zt thus gre I afſay thewverdit of outlandiſh readers. And perhaps alſo beer 1 might have ended 
nameles but that the addreſſe of theſe lines chiefly to the Parlament of England might have 
ſeem'd ing atcful! not to acknowledge by whoſe Religions care, unwearied watcbſulnes, coura- | 
gious and heroith reſolutions, I enjoy thepeace and fludious leiſure to remain, _. | 


The Honourer and Atrendanr of their Noble worth and yerrues, | | 


John Milton. | 
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| © . Reſtor 'd tothe geadaf both Sexes. ; 
outin his owe Phrake, 2a fore evil itt 
_ che Gume} my We een gi y ro ooo gl 


pts was for many azey 


that: mariage = ancient Dodore, V2 a 


rk ofched I, ao! fo Pri eſts f. and 
the ſecond ws f ; ar er ellig; Y LR crom: 
may-ſce.at large. Afte broughe: parphr atcamentall , thar 

neadulcery.or defertion cogld 1815 the ſence of our 


Canca /Comrs in Englordts, Lek COS iq vo Other ef paring 


Church. els 8 yet their © 's: C hea- 
vie as the other rwo. were 6 ...andof as 
much iniquity,. croſſing S-4m nor encly weicen ih 7. ofes, bur cha- 


xaer'd in ugby nature, antiquity and Goh ther) 
roatiage : Dot”, re Fade = | | 
rs yerabeabhaerle Wl 
VI6ut$s words tour VOrFC y QFGAS. 107 ng 
r., incenſfifenc/both yirh; his! SD 
cn ichhe _ M0 { 
ſnarche into the.compy ce, of; 
Laws are impes'd. iſt the yanerd rene} 16x, 
enres imp e wht. ever —— & ro.) ach. "Which 
is 4;hainous EEE bach ba honour wariage , the 
dignity: of man and his ſoule , rhe goognes, of Chriftiavitie © and all 


the hum #ne-reſpeRs, ofcivilitie., | Notwirb8anding that Is the 


wiktandgraneftamongthe Chciftian Emperours.., who hz 

them, wyan hae thoſe ofthe Fathers then B:\4 Rok for 
theirlearning-angholings of life are ill with us in great refioivne, 
nn ee eo og 
ealie'a UNg:40 Wany Decclary 3; WREIctR 1 NOA.15 
inflexible: Agd Hgo Gretizs, ' a man of theſe pe onqof tie De! 
learned; ſeems pot obſcucely.co adagre in his perſwahon. t to the &- 
quity otthole Jmperiaildecroeg , in his.noces:ypanthe Evangelitte, 
wuch aliaying ihe eng ropehneſſe*ofche Text , Aa ich hath for 
the=meſt; part been too. irmaderarely expounded. ;_.andexc res. the 


Ulgers of athegs: eo inquiries inte this quetlion, a$.contal- 
n:ng 


&. | The Doftrint ant Dinptis of Divorce. 


ing ints that” have bt Yer! beth explains!” Whielever 
urn: incricite ime Ts open the I eom- 


Drs Cay 


nike 


| os 
anJ hes chi $ of} ' nor tobe'k ett. T rall 
mic ir BE bens + effi for "the = ifficulty: dr the 
cealate chat mity paſſe thereon, to comminicare” ſuck chonghes'as'T 
alſoheye had, and do offer chem now ia chif generall labour of refor- 


| mation, to the candid view borh of Chnrch and Magiſtrate; 


ally becanſe 1 ſee it rhe r Hope of men , rharthoſe irregular and 
po wor er, wot ſpitin © urmaſt dace: it'ithis Land ; and 

ht porno db -Thisthetefore halt bo be 

iis Z 


isd:(conrſe ro firſt char'other reaſons 
Law of Moſes, -andare yet 


; Next, that co 
X thoſe which 2370- 
| place I ſhall hey 
Qut of Fa yy many Cy Bi "Helteror who by adventu- 


ef Abe ethe- way of eh an 
Sr Ker pod Art rtogry; "all n r& the much wrong'd 
Jo, oven of matrimony , Hot oncly cothole tnetcifull 


and life- giving abrhurache Moſes , but: 8s 'mnch 28 may be , ro that / : 


{crete and blisfy)! conchae. it was inat the beginning; and- ſhall d> 


ich fot want. of This infight have bin ſo 'oftin Ki 
Scaresand Families) ſhall deſerve to be reckon'damong the publick 
benefaRors of civill and humane life ; ahove the inventors of wine 
andoyle; ; for this is a far dearer, far nobler, and more defireable.che- 
ans life,” paworthily expor'd-ro Gdneſs and miſtake, 
rilhos th vindicace. Ner' thar- licence and levetyand nncoa- 
fenced breach of fairh howld herein' be-conntenanc't,, bur. that ſome 


conſciouable and render pitty might be had of thoſe who have un- ; ? 


warily ina thing uy .never ptaRtiz'd before, made themſelyes the. 
bondmen of a luckleis and helpleſs mattimony: -Imwhich Argument: 
be whoſe carrage can ſerve: himto' ive rhe fiſt qn-ſer, mutt __ 


err neo Fo and. 


nn all apprehenfivemen OREN CRM Renper | 


CY tet hs. 


for two ſeverall oppoficions : the one from them who have ſworn 
chemſelves to long come and the letter of the Text , will not out 


of the road :. che other from thoſe wioſe grofis and vulgar appre-. 


henfionsenceic but low of macrimoniall purpoſes, agd in the work 
of male and female thinks they have all. Nevertheleſle, it ſhall. be 


here ſonghe by dus wayes to be made appeare,, chat thoſe words of 


God inthe inſticucion, promifing a meer help againſt lonelines ; and 
choſe words. of Chriit, That hrs yohe & eaſih and bis burden light, were 
not. ſpoken 1n valn-; for if the knot of mariage may'in n> caſe be 
difſoly'd buc for adulcery , all the burd'ns _ | 

ace not ſo intolerable. This onely. is defir'd of cher who are minded 
co judge hardly of chus mantaining. , that they would be Rill and 


- heareallouc, northinke ict equaltco anſwer deliberace reaſon with 


ſudden heat. and noiſe; remembring this, that.many eruchs now 
of ceverend clteeme and credic., had cheir birch and beginning once 
from fingular and private thoughts , while che .moſt of men were 
otherwile pofleſt ; and had. che fate at firſt ro be genzrally ex- 

loded and exclaim'd on by many violent oppoſers.; yer I may erre 


in ſoothing my. ſelfe_thar this preſent erach reviy'd, will de-" 


ſerve on all hands ro be nor finifterly receiy'd, in rh 1t undertakes | 
checure of an inyeterate diſeaſe crept into the belt pare of humane 
ſacictie :. and to doe this. with no ſmarting corrofiye , but with a 


| ſmoorh and pleafing leflon , which receiv'd hath che verene co ſoften 
” anddilpell rootedand knotty farrowes :; anJ withon inchantment. 


if that be fear'd. , or ſp2ll us'd, hath regard at once both to (crious . 
picty, and uptight honeſty ; that rends to the redeeming and refto- 
ring of none bur ſuch as are the objeR of compaliion , having inan- 
;lkoure aa bud themſelyes to. che utrer diſpatch of all their molt 
beloved com and repos for.thus lives term. Bur if we: ſhall ob» 
Rinately diſlike this new oyertore of unexpeRed eaſe and recovery, . 
vehac remains but to deplore the frowardnes of our hopeles conditi- 
on, which neither can endure the eftate we are in , noradmit of re-' 
medy eicher ſharpor ſweer., Sharp we our (elves diftaſt; and ſweet, . 
under whoſe hands we are, is ernpl'd and ſuſgeed as roo juſhious.. 
In ſuch a polture Chriſt found the,lewes, who were neither wen with. 
theauſtericy of John rhe Baptif, and theught it too much licence to, 
follow freely: the charming pipe .of him. who founded and. pro- 
claic'd liberty and reliefe to all diftreſſes -: yer Truth 1n ſome age or , 
chidren, © es. 
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'6f The Dotirive and Diſcipline of Divorte, 


CHAP, L. 


The pofrriar, Prov'd by the Law of Moſes. TharL aw expmuled and afſer: 


ted tg a moral and charitable uſe; firſt byPauius Fagius,vext with the,. 
additions. "#8:S.»" 6 - UTTER» 6 £5 £2D:6 : 


O remove therefore if it be poffivſe, this grear andfadoppref.  , | 
fon which thtongh the firifnes of a literall interpreting hath ' 
inyaded and diltucb'd the deareſt and moft peaceab!e ettate of hon. 
hauld- ſociety , to the oyer-burdening , if not the over- whelming 
of. many Chriſtians betrer worth! then to be ſo deſerted of the Char. 
ches conſiderate cate, this poſition ſhall he ifd down, firſt proying,” 


then anivering what may be objected eicher from Scriprure of lighc 
of reaſon. | | 21 ed 


7 hat indi(poſit on. unfitnet,or contrariety wind ag for arauſs fa) 7 
efirs””* Þ 


ndtare unchaugeable, hindring and ever tkily ro hindet the matir benefit 


of conjugall ſeciety, which are ſolace and peace ira greater Teal bn of divorce 


then raturallfrighd'ty, eſpecially if there be nochildren, and that there be 


mutual conſent, 


"This | gather from the Law in Deir, 24.1 1#hent mar hathtaky a! 
| fre find no farvony in Bir eyes, 
becanſe he hath found ſome uncleaneſſe in her, ter hizo write her a b:ll of 


wife (F married her,& it cone to paſſe thar 


divercement and give it in her hand,& ſend her ont of his hunfe,&e. This 
Law , if the words of Chrift may be admireed tato onr beleef , ſhall. 


neyer while the world ſtands , for himbe abrogared: Firſt therefore” 


I here fer down what learned Fagiz: hath obfery'donthis Law y'T'he 
Z aw of Ged,laith ke permited divorce for the belp of human weakyes. For 
every one that of neceſſity ſeperats,canor live fingle.ThatEhrift deny'd gi- 
vorce td his ow» hinders rol 6 what is that ts {i unregenerate;who hath 
not attain'd [uch fat ther Ler nor the remedy be defp? divhichwas giv ” 
1s weaknes. Ard whin Chriſt ſaith, who maries the divorce 6omire auul- 

it is to be underfioad if he had any plot tn the divorce.The teſt ] re- 


rery, 

ve until! ir be diipored. how the Magiftrare is to doe herein. From 

hence we.ma Pliny diſcern a+wofold conſideration in this Iaw, 
the Lawgiver, and'tbe, proper a&-of the Law''to' 


Firft che end 


command or to allow ſomething jult 'and honeft ,/ or indifferene. 
Second]y , his ſufferance from ſome accidental reſt ofevill by'this 
allowance, which the Law cannot remedy. For ifthis Law haveno 
otherend or a bur onely theallowahce of a fir, rhough nevet ro 
{6 good intention , "that Law is nd Law bur fin muff'd fa the robe 'cf- 
Law, or Law diſguis'd in the loof: garment of fin. 'Both which a'e 
is 00 


fogbuc 

&&w; whichby ailthe learned interpreters -is refer'd to che mind, 
asw2Hl as ro:thebody. And what greater tukednes or nnfitnes of 
mind then ehac-which hinders ever the. (olace and peacefull ſociety 
of theimbreied couple, andwhit binders thatmore then the urficnes 
ant 'vencs DE -an-unconjvgall-mind; + Thecauſe therefore of 

of « inthe poſitoen cannot buregree. with that defcrib'd 
in the belt atid <qualle(# ſenite of Afoſes Law. Which beinga matrer 
of pureichacity; 15 plainly moral! , andnore bow inforcethen cyer : 
therafare ſure'y. lawfull.. For if.under the Law: juch. was Gods 
g:8chars. indulgence , 2s not 16 fiffer the ordinance of tis googne ile 
antfayour:; through any ertorto be: !er'd and higimatiz'd upon his 
ſervams aocheir miſery ind ehraldeme,, muciviele, will he tuffer 16 
now ynderthe covenim of grace ,, by abrogaring his forrer grant of 


, , remedyand telief. But the ficſt inflicution will be objected to hwve 


ard#jqd. marriage unicperable. Tothat alitcle patience uatill this 
fit pare Have amply difcortrs'c che grave and pious reaſons of this 
dixorkve Law-; and'then Idoubt not-bur with-one gentle ſtroking to 
wipe awmmay tcn chouſand-rezres ont of the life of man. Yet thus much 
I ſhalnow inlition, thatwhat ever the inftitution were, it could nor: 
be 1o:@normens,y nor ſoircbclions' againtiborh nature and reaſon as 

whe felte 'above-the end-:an] perſon tor whom it. was inltitus 


ry+ | 


" n 
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* e The firſt reaſon of this Law grounded os the prime ve aſon.of MATION): 


T hat no pov'nant whatſoever obliges againſt the. main eud both of it je if 
andofthe parties 60V nantwy: | rey VOike 


| 9% all ſence and" equity reclaims that aty Law or Cov'nant how- 
ſotemne or'ftraft ſoeyer , either between God and man, or man- 
and'tnan, theugh of Gods joyning, ſhenld bind againft a prime and” 
Prikcipall cope” of ics own infitricion , - and of bots 


or-cither Party, 
5. 


—" 
vx," 


The Diftrine and Diſcipline of Divorce, ; 
cornaintine * neither can itbe of force te ingagea blameleG creature Þ 
to his ne havin miftak'n for his expeRed ſolace, wich» ; 
onr fuffeting chatiry to ftep'in and doe 2 conteſt good work of par- 


tins thoſe whom nothing holds rogether, bur this of Gods joyaing, 
fallly ſvppos'd againſt ihe expreſſe end of his. own ordinance, And 
what his chiefe end was of creatng woman ts be joyn'd with mat, 


bis own inftituting words declare; | and are infallible to informe ns 


what is marriage and what is no marriage 7 unlefſe we can think chem 
ſer there to 16 purpoſe : 7+ i+ not good. ſaith he,that man (hould be alone; 
1 will maks him a help meet for him. From which words ſo plaia, lefle 
cannot be concluded , not is by any learned: Interpreter, then chat 
inGods imentiot! a meer and happy converſation is the chiefeſt and 
the nobleſt end of marriage : for we find here no expreſſion {> nece(- 
frily implying carnall knowledge, as this preventionef lenclineſi to 
che mind and ipirit of man. To this, oh rg v6 6p erateng 
willingly and largely aſſent as can be wiſhr. - And indeed it isxgrea- 


ter ble{iing from God , more worthy fo excellent a 'creatureas man 


is, anda higher end to hanour and fandifie 'the league of ; 
when as the ſolace and ſatisfaftion ef the-mind is regarded aud pro- 
vided for before the ſenfitive pleaſing of the body. _ "ad pet 

Ml ; n 


nerow perſons maeried rhas it-is,; that where 
pleaſes aptly , there ſome Wmaccomplifhment of the bodies delight 
may b2 becter born with , then when che mind hangs off in an nn- 
cloſing difproportion , though the hedy beasic onghc ; for there all 
corporal! delight will ſoone became enſavoury and --contamptible. 
An the ſolicarines of man', Which God had namely. and principally 
orderd ro prevent- by mariage , kath-no remedy ,- bar lies under a 


worſe condition then the lonelieft fingle like ; for in Gingle lifeche ' 


abſence and remotenes of a helper mighe inare him to expeRhis 
ewn comforts our of hiaſelfe or to ſecke with hope ; bur here the 


continuall fight of his delnded thoughts without cure , muſt needs 


'b> co him, if eſpecially his complexion incline him co melancho! 


2 dayly rronble and paineof lofle- in ſome degree like that which Re. 
probats feele. Left cherefore to noble a creatnre as man ſhonld be 
ſhut vp incurably under a worſe evill by an eafie-miffake in thator- 
dinance which God gave him to remedy a lefſe evill, reaping to 
himſelfe ſorrow while he wentto rid away ſolitarineſs, it carmor a- 
void to beconcinded, that if the woman be natnrally ſo of diſpo- 


fitjou, as will nor belp to remove, bat help to increaſe that fame 
'God forbidd'n lonelines which will in time draw og with it a ge- 


nerall 
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. Reſtor'd tothe good of bath Sexes. - 


-Þ 
nerall diſcomfort and dejetion of mind , not beſeeming eſther 
Chriſtian profeflion or morall converſation , unprofitable and dan- 

erousts the Common-mealth , when the henſholdeftate , out of 
which muſt flourith forth the yigorand ſpiric of all publicke enter- 
prizes, is ſo ill contented and procur'd at home, andcannort be fp- 
ported ; ſuch a mariage can be no mariage whereto the molt hone@ 
end is wanting : and the agrieved perſon (hail doe more maniy, to be 
extraordinary and fingular inclaimyng the due right whereof he is 


 fraftrated , then to piece up his lolt contentment by viſiting the 


Stews, or ſtepping to his neighbours bed, which is the common {hifc 
inthis mif-fortnne ; or els. by ſuffering his uſefull life co waſt away, 


and be loſt under a ſecret affiifion of an unconſcionable fize to 


; 


hamane Rrength. Againſt all which evills che mercy of this Mo- 


. rick Law-was graciouſly exhibited, 


CHAP. II. 
The ignorance and iniquity of Canon Law,providing for theright of the bo= 
dy in mariage,but nething for the wrongs & groevances of the neind. Aw 
objeltion,that the mind fronld be better lookt to bofore comratt,anſwerd. 


Y Ow vaiae therefore is it , and how prepoſterous in the Canon 


.& LLaw co-have. made ſuch carefull proviftion-againſt the. impedi- 
ment of carnall. performance , and to have had nocare abour the 
 unconverfing inability of mind , fo defetive to the pureſt and 


moſt cred end of matrimony : and that the veſlell of yoluptgous 
enjoyment rauſt be made good on him that has cakenit upontruſ 
without: any caution ,- when .as the mind from whence muſt flow 
the aRts..of peace and love, a farre more pretious mixture then che 


. Quintefſence of an-excrewent , chough it be found never © defici- 


ent and unable ro performe the beft ducy of marriage in a cheertull 
and agreeable converſation, ſhall be thought good enough , however 


Afar and melanchglious ic be , 'and muſt ſerye , though co theeter- 
.nall difturbance,and: languiſhing of him chat complains him.  Yec 
wildome and citarity waighing Gods oyne iafticution, would thinke 


that the pining of a fad ſpirit weddedto [onelines ſhonld deſerve to 
bo free'd , aſwell as the'impatience of a ſenſnall deſire lo proyidently 
reliey'd, Tis read to us inthe Liturgy, that we »w»ſt not marry a 
tisfie the fleſhly appetipe, like brute beaſt, that have no underſtanding, » 

= SY rae 


_= The DoeRtrixe and Diſcipline of Divorce; 


the Canon ſo runs, as if it dreamt of no other matter then ſuch ati 


. appetite to be fatisfy'd ; for if it happen that nature hath opt or 


extingaiſh the veins of ſenſuality , that mariage was annnlf'd; Bur 
though all the faculties of the-underftanding and converfing part 
after rriall appeare to be ſoill and ſo ayerſly mer throngh natures 
wnalterable working , as that neither peace, nor any fociable con- 
tentment can follow , "tis as nothing , the contratt ſhall ſtand as 


firmeas ever , beride what will. Whar Is this but ſecretly ro infinjt 


us, that however many grave reaſons are prerended to the maried 
life, yetthat nothing indeed is thought worth regard therein , bur 2 
the preferib'd fatisfa&tion of an irrationall heat ; which cannot be 7 
but 1gnominſous to the fiate of mariage, diſhononrable to the un= * 
dervalu'd fonle of man, and even to Chriftian- Doarine ir ſelfe. 
While it ſeems more moy'd at the diſappointingof an impetnous 
nerve , then at the ingenuous grievance of a mind unreaſonably 
yoakt ; end to place more of mariage In the channell of concupil- 
cence , then in the pure influence of peace and love , whereof the 
foules lawfull contentment is the ene onely fountain, __ | 

But ſome are ready to objeR, that. the difpofition ought ſeriouſly 


to be confider'd before. Bur let them know -againe, that for alithe 
watineſſecan be vs'd, it may yet befall a diſcreet man tobe miftak'n 
inhis choice, and we have plenty of examples. The ſobreſt and beſt 
govern'd menare leaſt pradtiz'd in theſe affairs; and who knowes 
not thar the bafhfall muteneſs of a virgin: may oft-times hide all the 
unlivelynefs 2nd natnralFficrh which ts really unfit for converſation ; 
nor is there that freedomr of acceſle granted or' preſum'd , as may 
ſoffice ro a perfeR diſcerning till too late : andwhere any diſpsſi- 
tion is ſuſpeted, wharmore uſuallthen the perſwaſion of friends, 
that acquaintance, '2$ie increaſes, will anien4 ill. And 'laftly, it is 
nor ftrange though mayy who have ſpent 'their youth- chaftly , -are 
in ſome things not ſo.quick-fighted, while they haſt fo eagerly ro 
light the nupriall rorch ; noris ir therefore that for amotleſt error 
2 man ſhould forfeit ſo great a happineſſe, and no charritable means to 
releaſe him. Since they who have-liv'd moſt looſely by reafon of 
their bold accuftoming , prove moſt ſyccesfall intheir matches, bee 
cauſe their wild affetions unſerling at wilt , have been asſo many 
divorces to reach them experience. When as the ſober man honon- 
ring the appearance of modeſty , and hoping: well of every ſociall 
vertue underthe veile , may eafily chance to meet, if not with a 
voy hngeruntle , yet OI PONY II conmes- 
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Reſtor dto the good oF both Sexez, 13 

-»1; inaceſſible, and to all the more eſtimable and ſuperior pure 

_ of matrimony uſelefle and almoſt liveleſſe: and what a folace, 

whart a fichelpe fuch a conſort would be chrough the whole life of a 
mav, is lefſe pain to conjeure then to hays experiences 


CHAP. III. 


The Second Reaſonof this Law, beeanſe without it, mariage 4sit bapp'n 
oft is not 4 remedy of that which it promiſes, as any rationall creature 
world expel. That mariage, f we pattern from the beginning as our 
Saviour bids, was wot properly the remedy of Inſt, but thefulfilling of 
conjugall love and helpfulneſs. 2 


RR ————— 


AN thac we may farther ſee What a violent crugll thing it is 
ro force the continuing of thoſe together , 'whom God and na« 
cure in the gencleft end of mariage neverjoyn'd, divers evils and ex- 
eremjties that folloyy upon ſach a compulſion , ſhall here be ſer in 
view, Ofevils the frft and greareſt is, that hereby a moſt abſucd and 
raſh' tapucerion is fixt won God and his holy Laws , ofconniving 
and. difpencirig with open and common adultery among his choſen 
people ; athing which the rankeft politician would thinke ic ſhame 
and diſworfhip , that his Laws ſhould countenanee.; how and in 
what manner this comes tepaſſe, J Gall relerve, till the courſe of 
method brings on the nafolding of many Scriptures. Next the, Law 
and Gofpell are hereby made liable r9 more one eontradidtion, 
which I referrealſo thither. Laſtly , the ſupreme diAtate of charitie 
is hereby many wayes negleRtedand violared. Which [ ſhall forth- 
with addrefſe to prove. Firſt we know St. Paul faith, Ic is better to 
marry thex to burn, Mariage therefore was giv'a as a remedy of char 
crouble : bur what might this burning meane > Certainly nor the 
meere motion of carnall luſt, not the meer goud of 2 ſenſitive defire ; 
God does not prineipally take care for ſuch cattell. What is it ther 
bur that defire which God put into Adaw in Paradiſe before he 
knew the fin ofincontinenee ; that defire which God aw ic was 
not good that man ſhould be lefc alone to burne in , thedefire and 
longing to pur off an unkindly ſolttarineſs by nniting another boe 
dy, bur not wither afirſoule to his in the cheerfall ſociety of wed- 
lock. Which if it were fo needfull before che fall, whenman was 
much moreperfe& in himſelfe , how much wore is it needfull now 
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againſt ali the forrows and caſualries of this life' tohave an intimate 


and ſpeaking helpe, a ready and reviving aſſociate in marriage : Where- 


of who miflesby chancing ona rmnte and ſpiritlefſe mate , remaines 
more alone then before, andin a burning lefle tro be contain'd then 
char which is flefhly and more tobe confiderd ; as being more deep- 
ly roeted even inthe faultles innocence of nature. As tor that other 
burning , which is bur as it were the venom of a luſty and over- 
abounding concoRion, firict life and labor , with che abatement of a 
full dier may keep thar' low and obedient enough ,: but this pyre and 
more inbred defire of joying tor ſelfe in compel fellowſhip a fir 
converling ſoule ( which defire is properly call'd love ) & ffronger then 
death, as the ſpoule of Chriſt thought , »»awy warvrs cannet quench it, 
xeithe. can the floods drown it. This is that rationall burning that ma- 
riage is to remedy , not to be allay'd with fafting, nor with any pe- 
hance to beſtbda'd , which how canhe aCwage who by miſ-hap hath 


metthe molt ghmecteſt and nafucable m nd > Whohath the power ; 


to ftrugg'e with an intelligible flame , mor in paradice tobe rehiſted, 
become now more ardent by - being fail'd of what in reaſsn jt tooke 
for; and even thenmoſt unqueacht, when the importunicy of a pro- 
vender burning is welt atiough eppeas'd; and yet the ſoul. hath ob 
tained nothing of whac it july defires. Cerraihly ſuch a one for- 
bidd'n to divorce, is ineffeR forbidd'n to marry , and compell'd to 
greater difficulties then ina fingle life; for if there be not a more 
humane burning which matiage muſt ſarisfic, or els may be difioly'd,, 
then that of copularion , mariage cannor. be honourable for the meer 
reducing and terminating Juft between two : ſeeing many beaſts 
in yoluntary and choſen ceupks , live together as unadnlteronſly, 
andare as tinly maricd in that reſpect, But all ingemieus men will 
ſee thar the dignity and blefing of mariage is plac rather inthe my- 
tual! enjoyment of that which che wanting ſon! needfully ſeeks, then 
of that which the plenceous body rronld joyfully. giveaway. Hence 
it is that P/ate in his feſtival diſconrie brings in Secyares relating what 
hefain'd tohave learnt from the Propherefſe Diotima , how Love 
was the ſonne ef Pewwry , begot of Plenty inthe garden of [wpirer, 
Which dtvinely forts with that whichin effe&t e1oſe-rells vs, char 
Love was the ſonh of Lenclixes, begor in Paradice by that ſeciable and 
belpfall aptitude which God implanted berween man and woman 
toward each other. The ſame allo is thet burning mention'd b 
S. Pan, whereof mariage oughc ro be the remedy ; the Fleſh hath | 
ether muivall and cafie curbs which arc inthe power of any tempe- 
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Reſtor'dto the good of bath Sexes. 25 
rare man, When therefore this originall and finles Pen#ry or Loxelines 

"the fone cannor lay it ſeife downe by the fide of ſuch a meet and 
acceprab!e union as God ordain'd in mirciage , at leait in tome pro- 

ortion, 1t canner concelye and bring forth Love , but remains utter- 
ly unmarried under a formall wediock and {till burnes in che proper 
meaning of S. Paul. Then enters Hate , not that Hate that fins, bur 
char which onely is naturall difſatisfation and the turning aſide 
from a miſtaken objeR : if that miltake have done injnry, it tails nos 
to diſmiſſe with recompence ; tor to retain ſtil] , and not beablero 
love, is to heap up more injury, Thence this wiſe and pions Law of 
di\miſffion now deteaded tooke beginning : He therefore who lacking 
ofhis dnein the moſt native and hnmane end of marriage , thinks 
it becrey to part then to live ſadly and injuriouſly to that cheerefail 
coy nant (for not tobe beloy'd and yer rerain'dis the greatelt injury to 
a gentle ſpirit ) he J ay who therefore ſeeks to part, 1s one who high- 
ly honours the married life and would not ffayn it : and the reaſons 
which now-move him ro diyorce , are equall to the beſt of thoſe that 
could firft warrant him to marry ; tor, as was plainly. ſhewn , Foch 
the hare which now diverts him and the lonelineſle which leads 
him full powerfully to ſeeke a fir-helpe , hath nor the leaſt grain ofa 


| finin1t, ifhe be worthy to underſtand himſeltfe. 


CHAP. V. 
The third reaſon of this Law, becauſe without it he who has happn'd where 
he flnds nothing but remediles offences and diſcontents, is in more and 
greater temptations then ever before. 


ff omg. Yet it is next to be fear'd, if he muſt be ſtill bound with- 
out reaſon by a deafe rigor , that when he perceivesthe juſt ex- 
pectance of his mind defeated , he will begin even again Law to 
cait about where he way find his {atisfa&tion mere compleat, unleſſe 
he bea thing heroycally verrnous, and that are not thecommon 
Jump of men for whom chiefly the Laws ought to be made, rhongh 
not to their fins yetto their unſfinning weaknefſes, ic þ-ing above 
their rengrh co endure the lonely eftace, which while they thun'd; 
they,are fylainco. And.yet there follows upon this a worie ti<mpra- 
tion ; for if he be {ach as hath ſpenc his yourh unblamably 2n? layd 
up bis chieteft earthly comforts in the enjoyment of a contented 
marriage, nor did neg:e6t that furderance wl ich was to be chtain'd 


therein þy conſtant prayers, when he ſhall find himlelfe bound faſt 10. 
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I 4 The Doftrine and Difciplint of Divorce, 
an uncomp'ying diſcord of nature, .or, as it oft happens , to ah image 


efcarth and fleame , with whom he leokr to be the copartner of a 


ſmeer andgladſome ſociety and ſees withall that his bondage is now 
inevitable , though he be almeſt che RrongeltChriftian, he will be 
ready to diſpaire in yertue, and mutin againit divine providence : and 
this doubtlesis the reaſon oftho(e lapſes and thar melancholly de- 
ſpaire which we ſee in many wedded perſons , though they under- 

ard it nor , or pretend other cauſes, becauſe they know no remedy, 
and isofextreame danger ; therefore when human frailey rs 
isat ſuch a lofſe, chacity ought co venture much, and uſe bold phy- 
feck, let an oyer-coft faith indanger to ſhipwrack, 


| C HAD. vl. 

The Fourth Reaſon of this Law,that God regards Love and Peace inthe 
family, more then 4 compulſive performance of mariage, which © more 
broke by a grievous continuance, then by a needfull arvorce. 

Þoxnhly , Mariage isa cov'nant the very beeing wheteofconfiſts, 

not ina forc't cohabitation , andcounterier performance of-qu- 
ries, buc in uofained love and peace. And of matrimoviiall love no 


Candi butrhat was chicfly meant , which by the ancient Sages was 


thus parabl'd, That Love, ifhe be not twin-born , yet hath a brother 
wondrous like him, call'd Anteros : whom while he ſeeks all abonr, 
his chance is to meet with many fals and faining Deſires that wander 
fingly up and down in ber likenes. By them in their borrow'd garb, 
Love though noc wholly blind , as Poets wrong him , yet baviag bur 
one eye, as being born an Archeraiming, and that eye not che quic- 
kelt in this dark region herebclow, which is not Loves proper ſphere, 
partly cur of the fimplicity, and eredulicy which is native to him, 
ojten deceiv'd, imbraces and conforts him with theſe obvious and 
ſ{n>orned ſriplings , as if they were his Morhers own-Sons , for ſo he 
thinks them, whilechey ſuctly keepe themſelyes moſt on his blind 
Ede. Bnraftera while, as his manner is, when ſoaring up into the 
high Tower ofhis Apogezxm, above the ſhadow ofthe earth, he darts 
our the dire& rayes ofhis then moſt piercing eyeſight upon the im- 


poſtnres, ard trim diſguiſes that were us'd wvich mos > diſcerns that ' 


this is not his genuin brother , as he imagin'd , he hagnotongerthe 
power to ho!d fellowſhip with "ſuch a p2rſenall mate. For ſtrait his 
arrotvs looſe their golden heads, and ſhed their purple feathers , his 
fiiK'n breades uncwiae, and ſlip their knots, and that originall and firie 
vertu2 giynhim by Fate, all on a ſudden goes ont and leaves _ 

\ undCle 
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undeifi'd and deſpoil'd of all his force : till finding 4uteros at laſt , be 

kindles and repairs the almoſt faded ammunition of his Deity by the 

rcfletion of a coequal & homogeneal fire. Thus mine anthor ſung it tO 

me z; and by the leave of thoſe who would be counted the only grave 

ones; this isno meer amatorious novel ( though to be wite and skiltul 

in theſe matters, men heretofore of greateſt name in vertue, haye C= 

ſeemed it one of the higheſt arks thac human contemplarion circling 

epwards, can make from the globy ſea whereon ſhe Rtands)bar this 18 2 

deep and ſer1ous verity , ſhewing us that Loye in mariage cannor live 

nor {ubſilt un'efſe 1n be mucual; and where love cannot be, there can 

be left of wediecknothing, but the empry husk ofan outfide mat:i- 

mony ; as undel!ghtfull and unpleafing ro God , as any other kind of 

hypocrifie. Sofatre is his contend from tying men to the ohieg- 

vance of duties which there is no help for, bur they muſt be diſſems« 

bl'd. 1f Salowons advice be not overfrolick, Love joyfulh, ſaith he,with 

the wife whom thou loveſt,all thy dayer, for that is thy portion. How th.:n, 

where we finde it impoſſible to rejoyce orto love, can we ob-y 

this precept ? how miſerably do we defraud ori i6lves of that com- 

fortable portien which God gives ns, by ſtriving vainly to glue an 

error together which God a nature wil not joyn; adding but more 

vexation and violence to that blisfall ſociety by our importnnate 

ſaperftition,- that Fill not hearken to St. Parl, r Cor. 7,who ſfeaking 

of mariage and dryvorce , determines plain enough in generall , thar ; 

God therein hath cal'd as to peace and not to bondage. Yea God himlelf 

commands in his Lay more then once, and by his Prophet —_ 

2s Calvinand the beſt tranflations read, that he who hates let him d:- 

voree ; that is hewho cannot loye : hence is it that the Rabbins and 

Afaimonides famous among the reſt in a Book ofhis ſet forth by B«x- 

707 fins,tells us, that-D ivorce was permitted byMoles to preſerveeace in 

mariage, and quiet in the family. Surely the Jews had their ſaving peace 

about them , aſwell as we, yetcare was tak'n that this wholſom pro- 

vition for houſhould peace ſhould alſo be allow'd them; and muſt this 

be deny'd to Chriſtians ? O perverſnes! that the Law ſhon!ld be made 

more provident of - peace-making then - the. Goſpell ! thar the 

Goſpel ſhould be pot to beg a mott neceſſary help of mercy from 

the Law, but myſt not have ic : and that togrind inthe mill of an un- 

delighted and {ervil copulation , muſt be the only forc't work of a 

Chrittian mariage , ofc times wich ſuch a yokefellow , from whom 

both love and peace , botb nature and Relig on mourns to be icpg- 

d Sy, cannot therefore he {o Ciffident, 6s nor ſecurely to —_— 
INI 


136 The Dofttrixe and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
that he who can receive nothins of the molt important helps In 


mariage , being thereby dilinabl'd to recurne that duty which 1s his, | 


with a'cleare and hgarty connrenance z- andchus continues to grieve 


' whom he would not ; and 1s noleſſe grievd, that man oughtevyen for # 


loves ſake and peace to move Divorce upon good and liberall condi- 


tionsro the divorc't. And it is alefſe breach of wedleck to part with Þ 
wiſe and quiet conſent berimes , thenftill co ſoileand profane that 7 
- myſtery of joy and union witha polluting ſadnefle and/perpetnall-di- 
"temper; for ft is not the ourward continning of mariage that keepes * 
whole that cov'nant , but whoſoever 'does'moſt according to peace | 


and love, whether in martage, or indivorce, hs it is that breaks ma- 


riage leaſt; it being {© ofcen written, thac Love onely ' the feullfiling of 


every Commandement. 


CHAP, .VH, ; 


The Fift Reaſon that nothing more hinders and diſturbs the whole fo . f | 
a Chriſtian, then a matrimony found to be uncurably unfit, and deth the 7 


ſame in effeft that an [delatrous match. 


Pity as thoſe Prieſts of old were not ts be long in fortow , or if : 
they were, they conld not rightly execnte their funRion z ſs eve- þ 


ry true Chriſtian in a higher order of Priefthood is a perſon dedi- 


cate to joy and peace , offering himlelte a lively facrifice of praiſe and | 
_ thenkſgiving , and there 1s no Chrittian duty that is not to be'ſez- | 
ſon'd and ſer off with cheerefuineſſe, which.is a thouſand onward and 7 
intermitting croſſes may yet be done well as in this vale of rares; but * 
in ſuch a bojome afflifiion asthis , cruſhing the very foundation of | 
his inmoſt nature when ke ſhall be forc't ro love againſt apoſſibili- | 
ty, and to uſe a diſlimulation 2gainſt his foule in the perpergall and | 
oubrleſſe his whole duty of ſerving God | 
malt needs be-binrr'd and tainted with a ſad onpreparedneſſe and 
dzjection of ipirit , wherein God hag no delight. Who ſees notther- © 
tore how mnch more Chriſtianity jt. would be to breake by di- * 
vorce that wich is more broken by undue and forcible keeping , ra- © 
ther then to cover the Altar of the Lord with continual reaves. ſq that he | 


ceaſeiefſe duties of a husband d 


regaraeth not the offering any more, rather then thiae'the whole worſhip 


of a Chriſtian mans lite ſhould langaiſh and fade away benerth the : 
weight of an immeturable griefe and diſcouragement. And becauſe b; 


ſome think the childc'n of a lecend mrtrimony ſucceeding a di- 
vorce tculd not be a kÞly ſeed. ir hinder'd not the Jews from being 


{o, and why ſhould we not thinkethem more holy then the off: ſpring : 
s; of  } 
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of a former il-rwifted wedlock, begattthionly out of a belijall- neceſ- 
fitie without any true love or: contetitmenty or joy to their parents, 
ſothat in ſome fenfe we may call themthe children of wrath 'and aur 
iſþ,which will as little conducetotheirſanftifying, as if tbey had 
Ri baſtards jr ER c> ue then diſturbance of-mind fufpends 
us from approachingto'Gad. .Such-4 difturbance eſpecially. as Gath 
aflaults our Gr Each = truſtin | Gods providence, andends; if there be 
not.a miracle of vertue on either fide,not _ in bitternes & wrath, 
the canker of devotion, but in a'defp vitious careleſneſle; 
when he ſees himaſelf without Fanke abhik, train'd by a deceidfull bait 
into a ſnare of, z betraitd by an aHnring exlinance ,. arid then 
madethethrall of heavines and diſcomfort by;anundivorcing aw: 
of God, as he erroneouſly thinks, bur of mans-iniquitie,asthe truths 
is ; for that God preferres the free.and cheerfull of a:Qhrifti= 
atbeforecthe $and exafted obſervarice of an py-wars 
riage;befides that the generall maximes of Religion affure z- will 
be more manifeſt by drawing a parallel}argument from-theground! 


| of divarcingan Idolitrefle; which was, Teft:he ſhould alienatebis 


mobs ute wpte of God: and what ET 9 Sar 
w ere toftdperftitiam by-her-inticing arcery 4.013 
dilinable 57" rp the whole ſerviceof God thi RI 


8. _ unhelpfull and unfit ſociety ; and ſo;drive him at laſt through 
þ Was Aj? deſpair tothoughts of Atheiſme neither doth it lef+ 
Tz ſe the ca 


obſeparatinginthatthe one willinghyaliuces himtrom 
the faith, theother perhaps unwillingly drives him3 for in che:ac+ 
count of God itcores all roone that thewife- looſes hima ſervanty 
and therforebyalltheunitcd force of the: Deca/ogue: ſhe ought:to be 
disbanded, uulefle ye muſt ſet marriage above and' Ravkeys 
which. is ——_—_— __ nolefie then ng RO s 
Na Pe IV 
lie OF © CHAP. VIIL-: won | 
That an ;dleres hririchonghs robe iowesohocinecins ſhoe iow 
ts hope of converſion. That ou of Covinth.7- reflar'4 from a twofold erro> 
_ os Tai ns e nwnaieferoReenrels the morall 
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f A Nvearbyrhe wan rolluſratechewholeq neflor{oftiivorce, 


erethis wreatiſe end; Ihatlndoe Be Joath tofpend'a'few{inesin 
hope 'to giee:afull reſolve of that whichris yer ſo:nurch controvert- 
cd,whcrher lan-itlalatrousheretick ought _ divorct” Tothe re- 
{ſolving 


> - 
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18 The Dofrine and Diſcipline of Divoree, 
folving whereof we muſt firftiknow that the Fews were. commanded 
ro'divorce an unbeleeving Gentile for two cauſes: firſt, becauſe all 0+ 

ther Nations,eſpecially the Canaanites were tothemunclean.Second- 

ly,to avoid ſeducement- bao Nations were. to _ _ im-: 
pure,even tothe ſeparating © marriage-will appear out-of Exod..34- 
I6. Dext.7. 3.6. compar'd with Ezz2 9-2. alſo Chap.10:20,rx. Nlebans 

13.30:This wastheground of that doubt raisd among the Corinthi= 
ansby ſome of the Circumcitionz Whether an unbelecyer were not | 
fillro be counted an unclean thing, ſoas that they ought to divorce 7 
fromſfucha /Thisdoubt'of theirs S. Puxl rernoves by an Evan- '/ 
gclicall reaſon, having reſpe& tothat vifionof S. Peter, * wherein the /: 

diſtiaftion of clean and unclean being abolifhe, all living'creatures 
were ſanRtificd toa-pureand Chriſtian uſe, and mankind eſpecially, 


now.invited -4 a gencrall calltathe coynant:of grace. Therefore 
i uaeleving iſe endif by then mal 


faith:S.-Paxl, 
” and Jawfull to his ale; ſochat he necd not pat her away for fear 
her unbelecf ſhould defile him 3 but that if he found herlove ftill - 
towards himghe might rather hopeto win her. Theſecond reafonof 
thatdivorcewas to avoid ſeducement 1 as is prov'd by comparing' 2: 
thoſe placesof the Law, to that which Ezraand Neberighdid dis ' B 
vinc warrant in compelling the Jews to their wives. And this: 
reaſon is moral and perpetuall in the rule of Chriſtian faith withour 
evahon. Therefore ſaith the Apofile 2 Cor. 6. Aiſcyoke not togetber with 
mfidel;,which is interpreted of marriage inthe firſt place. And al- 
7 theformer pollution benow don off, yet there is a ſpi-+ *! 
rituall contagion in Idolatry as miich to be flunyd ; and though ſe» 7 
ducement were not to befear'd, yet where there is no of _ / 
vertingxhicre alwayes ought to be a certain religious averſation and  ; 
abhorcings which can noway ſort with marriage. Therefore ſaith S. 2 
Paul hat fellowſbip hath righteouſneſſe with unrighteouſneſſe? what commu- 


nion bath light with darknes ? what caticarld bsth Chriſt with Belial * what || 


bath he that with ax infidel?. And inthenext verſe but one © 
-_ coor" a yas tothat command of - oa. They 3 
come. ont from among them, ye ſeparates ſaith-the 0p the 7 
wnclean thing, and I C— — command thus Goſpellizd - 
toughiththe ſameforce with that wheron Ezra grounded the pious 7 
necellityof divorcing, Neither bad he other commiſſion; For what he 

didgthen ſuch a generall command in Dew. as this, nay not ſodireft © 
as this for he is bid there not to marry, but.not, bid to divorce, and © 
| yet 2 


Refta'd1o the prod of both Sexys. - T9 
yet weſeewith whata zeal and confidence he 'was the anthorof a 
encrall divorce between the faichfull and unfaichfull feed. The Go- 
Pal is more plainly on hi. fide according tothreeof the Eyangelifts, 
then the words of the Law ;for wherethe caſe of divoreeis handled 
with ſuch a ſeverity. as was fitteſt to aggravartethe fault of unbound- 
ed licences yet ſtill in the ſame chapter when it comes into/queſtiot 
afterwards whether any civillreſpeR, or naturall relationwhich'is 
deareſt, may be'our plea to divide,or hinder, or bat delayour duty 
to religion, we hear it determind that father and mother, and wife 
alſois notonly to be hated, but forſaKn, if we mean to. inherit the 
great reward there promis'd.Nor will itſufficerobepur off by fayit 
. wemuſtforſake them only by notconſenting ornot —— wit 
them, for that were to be dong and;roundly too, though being of the 
ſame faith hey ſhould but ſeek out. of a flefhly tendernes to weak'n 
our Chriſtian tortitude with worldly ins, orbut-tounſfectle 
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Hy our conſtancie with timorous and ſoftning ſuggeſtions: as we may 
I. | read with what a yvchemence Fob the paticnteit of men,  reje&ed. the 
c deſperate counſels of his wifczand A/ſer the meckeſt being through» 
% ly offended with the prophane ſpeeches of Zippora, ſent her back to 
7 | her father. Butifthey ſhall perpetually at our elbow ſeducens from 
" the true worſhip of God,or defileand daily ſcandalize-our conſcience 
c by their hopeles continuance in misbeliet, then eyn in the due pro» 
h greſle of reaſon , and that eyer-equallproportion whick juſtice 

bs cceds by,itcannot be imagird thatthis citcd place, commands 

Fa then a totall and finall ſeparation from ſuch. an | atleaſt 
Ne that no force ſhould. be uv'd to keep them together: while weremem= 
” ber that God commanded Abraham to ſend away his irreligious wita 
4 and her ſon for the offences which they gave ina pious family. And 
S. ic may be gueſtthat David for the like cauſe diſposd! of Iichzel in 
o ſuch a ſortzas little differ d from a diſmiffion. Therfore againfreite- 
3: 3} rated ſcandals and ſeducements which never ceaſe, much merecan 
ie © no other remedie or reticement be found but abſolute departure. For 
Wo what kind of matrimony canthat remain to be, what; one dutic be- 
FB all ren ſuch can be xard as it ſhould be from the heart, when 
4 } theirthonghts and pirics flie aſander as farce as heaven from: hell; 
w_ clpecially it the time that hopeſhould ſend forth her expe&ed bloſ- 
re © ſoms bepaſt in vain. It wi cafily be true that a father or brother 
& 0 may be hated zealouſly,and lovdcivilly or naturally ;for thoſe du- 


tics may be pexforny'd at diltancezand di «dwic of 609 Joog abſence: 
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but how the peace.and fierpetuall cohabitation ofrmarriage:can:be 
keptahpw that baypyolent and'intimate communion of bedy.can be 
beld with onethatmniſt-be hated with a moſtqperative hatred, muft> 
be forſak*n and yet continually dwelt with and accompanied, he 
who candillinguithbath-the gifc of a affetion wvery-odly divided 
and coptriy'd ::mwhilcorhaws both juitand wiſe, and Soonmamong 
thereſtyif-chey may nothate gndforfake as Ad5ſer enjoyns, and the 
Goſpelimports, will fiad it impoſſible not toloye otherwiſe then will 
ſartwith the love of God, whoſe jealoufie brooks no corrivall. And 
whether'is more likely,vhac Chritt bidding totorſakowife for religh- 
en; meantiiuby divorce as Moſtrmcant-it , whoſe Law: grounded on 
morall reafon,was botkrhis office and his cflence to maintain, or that 
he ſhonld bring a new morality intoreligion,not only new; but con- 
trary £0.an. unchangeable command, and dangerouſly derogating 
frao1.qur love and worſhip of God) Avif when Aoſerhatl bid dioice 
 abſo)mcly,and Chrifthad Gid;hateand forſake,and his Apoſtle had 
ſaid, no communion with Chriſt and\Belia/, yet that Chriit afrer all 
this could be underitood to ſay,divorte not ,.no not for religioti, fe- 
ducc,or ſeduce not. What migheyand invitible Remora is this in 
matrimony/able ro demur,and tovegntemne all the divorkive engines 
in heaven-or earth. Both which nay how paſſe away if this be true, 
for more then. taany/Jots or tittles, a whole morall- Law is aboliſbe. 

Bur if we date beleeve it is notthen inthe nicthod of religion,and to 
fave thehonour and dignity of oar faith} weare to retreat, & gather 
wp auriſclvesfrom the obdetranch of axinferior andicivill ordinance, 
eo the ſtride niaintaining of a gerietal atid religions command, whith 
is written, Thoz ſb.alt make no cov nant with them, Deut, 7. 2. 3-and that 
covYnant which cannot be lawfully made,we have direftions and ex- 
amples lawfully ro diſſolve. Alfo Chron.2. 19.* Shouldſt thou love them 
that hute the Lord? No Jonbtleſſe: forthere is a certain ſcale of duties; 
rhere is a certain Hierarchy of apper and lower commands , which 
for want of ſtudying in right order,all the world is tn confnfion, 

- Upontheſe principles Ianſwer, that a right beleever ought to di- 
yorce-an idolacrous heretick,antefleupon better hopes:however that 
i isin thebetrevers choice to divorceor not. ' EH 

' Theformer part will be manifeſt thus; firſty-an apoſtate idolater 
wherher husband or wife ſedacing wastodie by the decree of God, 
Dent.13.6.9:that mariage therforeGod himfelf diſjoyns : for others 
born jdolaters the morall reafon of their dangeronskeeping,and the 


inconry 
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-jncoininuntcabſeatitagony that is between Chriſt and Belza!, will be 


ſufficient ctoenforce the commandment of thoſe twoinſpird reform 
ers, Ezra and” Nehemiah, to put an Idolater away as'well under the | 


% Goſh Cle s 
bY: the laceer partzthat althongh there be no ſedncement fear'dyyet if 
thorebeno hope givn;the divorce is lawful,will zppear by this,that 


idolatrous marriages {till hatcfall ro God;therfore ſtill it may be di- 
vorc't by thepatern of that warrant that Ezrahad ; and by theſame 
everlaſting reaſon : Neither can any man give an account wherfore, 
it thoſe who God joyns,no man may ſeparatc,it ſhould notfollow, 
that,whomhejoyns not,but hatesto joyn, thofe man ought to ſepa» 
rate.-But faith the Lawyer,that which ought not have been don,once 
don,avails.' I anſwer, this is but a crotchet of the Law, but that 
broughtagainſtir, is plain Scripture. As for whar Chriſt ſpake con- 
tering divorce, tis confeſt by all. knowing men, he meant onely be- 
tween them of rhe ſame faith. But whar ſhall we ſay then to S. Paw, 
who ſeems to bjd us not divorce an Infidell willing toſtay ? We may 
{ately ſay thus; that wrong colle&ions have been hitherto made one 
of thoſe wotds'by modern Divines. His drift, as was heard before, is 
plaimnotto-commind our ſtay in tnariage with an Infidell;that had 
been aflatrehouncing of the religious and mora!l Law;butto inform 
the Corinthians that the body of an unbeleever was not defiling;it his 
defire tolive in'Chriitian wedlock ſhewd any likelihood that bis 
heart Wabopetting tothe faith : and therfore adviſes to forbear de-. 
partureſ618n#;tit nothin haye been negle&ed to fet forward a con» 
verſion': this Tfay he adviſes, #nd that with certain cautions ; not © 
commands: If we can'takeup ſo mych credit for him, as to get him 
beleevd npon his own word; for WHAL & this cts'bat his counſell in a 
thing indifferent, tv here ek nt the Lird; for though it be true 
thar'the Lord never ſpakeit,yetftom's. P aztr mouth we ſhould have 
tobk it as a commainl $90 notHimſelfforewarnd ns,and difclaim'd; 
whith, notwithſtanding ifweftiall fill avouch to be a command, he 
palpably denying it, this isnot to expound S. Paul , but to out-face 
lrim.' Neicher doth it follow, butthar the Apoſtle may interpoſe his 
ay, rr it! acife of Chtifttantiberty without the gailt of adding 
to Gads word. How do we know rmariage of tinglelife to be of choice, 
but by ſiich'like words as theſe, Tfgak' hrs by perntifflon, not of command-= 
mentyT have no' tih1mand of the Lord, yet T give my jadgement. Why ſhall not 
thelixe words have leaye'ro fignifie's treedotn 'in' this our preſent 
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queſtion;though Bexadeny. Neither isthe Scriptuge hereby. lefle iri=- 
ſpir'd becauſe S. Paul conteſſes ro have writt'ntherein what he hail 
not of command; for we grantthat the Spirit of God led him thus to 
expreſſe himſelf to Chriſtian prudence in a matter which God 
thought beſt to leave uncommanded. Bezz therefore muſt be warily 
read when he taxes S. Awſtine of wh for holding that S. Pax! 


ſpake heer as of a thing indifferent. Bur it it muſt be a command , 1 
11 yet the more evinceit tobe a command that we ſhould herein 
beleft free : and that out of the Greek word ugd in the 12. v. which 
inſtru&s us plainly , there muſt be a Joynt aſſent and good liking on 2 
both ſides; he that will not deprave the Text,muſt thus render ic ; Ifo ©: 
brother have anuabeleeving wife, and ſbe joyn in conſent to dwell with him 
(which cannot utter lefle tous then a mutuall agreement”) let him 
not put her away for the meer ſurmiſe of Judaicall uncleannes : and 
the reaſon follows,for the body of an infidell is not polluted, neither 
to benevolence, norto qRann—_ Moreever, this note of mutuall 
complacencie forbids all offer of ſeducement ; which to a perſon of 
zeal cannot be attempted without great offence: if therefore ſeduce- 
ment be fear'd,this 5 ce hinders not divorce. Another caution was 
put in this ſuppoſed command,of not bringing the beleever into bon« 
digeherchy,which doubles might prove extremezif Chriſtian liber= 
ty and conſcience were left to the humor of a pagan ſtaying at plea- 
ſuretoplay with, and to vex and wound with a thouſand ſcandals 
and burdens, above ſtrength to bear : If therfore the conceived hope 
of gaining a ſoul;cometo nothing, hen charity commands that. the 
beleever be not wearied out with endlefle waiting under many grie- 
vances ſoreto wa 3 but that reſpe&be had rather to thepreſent 
ſuffering of a true Chriſtian , then the uncertain winning of an ob+ 
dur'd heretick, The counſell we have from S. Paulto hope;, cannot 
countermand the morall and Eyangelick:charge we have fro 
tofearſeducement,to ſeperate fromthe misbeleeyer,the unclean, the 7 
obdurate. The Apoſile wiſheth us tohope , but does not ſend us a * 
wooll-gathering after vain hopc:he Caith,How knoweſt thou;O mangwhe= © 
ther thou ſba't ſve thy wife, that is, till he try all due. means, and,ſet 
ſome reaſonable time tohimſelt after which he may give over waſh* 
ing an wy it he will hear the advice of the Galt » Caſt not pearls 
before ſwine,{aith Chriſt himſelf. Let bim be to thee as a beathen. Sbake the 


duft off thy feet. It this be not anough, hate and forſake, what relation ſq- 7 
ever. And this alſothat follows, muſt appertaiuto the precept, Let 
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every manewherin bes call'd therein abide with God.v.24. thatis, ſo walk” 
ing in hisiuferiorcalling of — not by dangerous ſubje&ion 
©o that ordinance, to hinder and diſturb the higher calling of his 
hriſtianlty. Laſt, and never toooft remembred, whether this be a 
commandor an adyice, we mult look that it be ſo underſtood, as not. 
to contradi&clicleaft point of morall religion that God hath for- 
merly commanded, otherwiſe what do we bur ſet the moral! Law 
and the Goſpel at civill war together : and who then fhall be able to 
ſervetholſe two maſters ? ; 
CHAP. IX. 


That adultery ut not the greateſt breach of matrimmy , that there may be other 
" violations 48 great- | 

'T Ow whether Idolatry or Adultery be the greateſt violation of 

mariage, if any demand, let him thus conſider » that among 

Chriſtian Writers touching matrimony, there be three chief ends 
thereof agreed on;Godly ſociety, next civill, and thirdly, that of the 
mariage-bcd.Of theſe the firſtin name to be the higheſt and moſt ex- 
cellent, no'baptiz*d'man can deny ; nor that Idolatry ſmites direaly 
againſt this primeendznorthatſuch as the violated end is,ſuch is the 
violation : but he who affirms adultery to be the higheſt breach, af- 
firms the bed tobe tlic higheſt of mariage, which is m truth a groſle 
and boriſh opinionghow common ſoever;as far from the countenance 
of Scripture, as from the light of all clean philoſophy, or civill na« 
ture. And outof 8 gs thecheerfall helpthat may be in mariage * 
toward ſanAity of life, isthepureſt, and ſothenobleſt end of that 
contra@t: bur if the particular of cach perſon be confiderd, then of 
thoſe three ends which God appointed,that tohimisgreatctt which 
is molt ne ceflary : and mariage is then moſt brok'ntohim, when he 
utterly wantsthe fruition of thatwhich he 1. cnghs therin,whe-' 
ther it werereligious;civill, or corporall ſociety. Of which wants to' 
do himright by divorce onely for the laſt and meancſt, is a perverſe 
layurys and thepretended reaſon of it as frigid as frigidity it felf, 
which the Code and-:Canon are only ſenfible of. Thus muck of this 
controyerfic. now return.to the former argument: And having fhewn 
that diſpropertion, contrariety,or mumneſſe of mind may juflly be 
divorc't, by proving already that STE therof oppoſes the 
expreflcend of Gods inſtizution, ſuffers not mariageto ſatisfie that 
intelle&uall and innocent defire which God himſelf kindVd in man * 


to bethe bond of wedlock, but only to remedy a ſublunary & beſtiall ' 


burning, 
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burning, which fraggll dict without wariage. would cakly.cbaftn. 


Next that it drives many to tranſgrefſe the conjugall bed, while the 
ſoul wanders after that ſatisfaRion which it had hopato find :at 
homezbut hath mis't. Oc els it fits repining even to Atheiſm; finding 
ic ſelt hardly dealt with:, but miſdeeming the caviſe to: beainGods 
Law,whichis in mans unrighteous ignoranceI haveſtiew'tialfohow 
it unties the inward of niariage,which is peace and loye(if that 
can beunti'd which was never knie)while it aimes to keep faſt the 
outward formalitie ; howit lets periſh the Chriſtian man, to compell 
impoflibly the maried man... 
| a, GMARX 5 wh nnd. 
The Sixth Reaſon of this Law, that to prohibit divorce ſought for natxrall 
cauſes 8 againſt nature. 5. rr 
T He fixt place declares this prohibition to be as reſpetleſſe of hu- 
. mane nature asit is of religion, and therefore isnot of God. He 
teaches that an unlawtull: mariage may be lawfully divorct. And! 
that thoſe who having throughly diſcern'd each others diſpoſition 
which oft-times cannor be cl after matrimony, ſhall then find a 
powerfull relu&ance and -reegile of nature on cither fide blaſting all 
the content of thejn mutuall.focierty;' that ſach perſons are not: law- 


fully maried (toufe;the Apoſtles words.) Say I theſe things ar. a man, or 


ſaith not the Law alſo thaſame? for it 2prittn, Deut.22. Thou ſhalt not ſowe 
thy vineyard with divers feeds, leſt thou defile both. Thou ſbalt not plow with 
anOx and an Aſh tagethet arid. thelike: Ifollow the pattern of S. Pawls 
reaſoning ; Doth God carey farnfſes andiexen, how ul wo together, 
or 5 it nat ſaidialtogethet for owr- ſakes? for oxr ſakes no this is writt'n. 
Yea the Apoſtle himſelf in the forecited 2 Corinth. 6. 14. alludes from 
"that place of: Dext. to. forbid miſ-yoking mariage;.as bythe Greek 
word is evident,thaugh he! inftance: but: in one-/ —_—— miſe 
matching with an Infdell.: yet next tothat what can'be-a-'fouler 
incongruitie, a greater violence to the reverend ſecret. of nature,then 
to farce a mixture of minds that cannox unite, and toſowe the. fur« 
row of mans nativity with ſeed. of two incoherent and uncombi- 
ning Gpobtions z which a& being kindly and yolumarie; 48'it 
anghts the Apoſtle in the language he wrote call'dExnoie;/ and the 
tines Benevolence, intimating the originall thereof to be in the un» 
derſtanding and the will: if-not,ſurely there isnothing which might 
more properly be call'd a malevolence rather; and is the moſt inju- 


rious and unnaturall tribute that can be extorted froma perion en- 
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dew'd with reafonto be made pay out the beſt ſubſtance of his bod 

and of his ſoul too, as ſome think, when cither for juſt and powerfull 
cauſes he cannot like, or from unequall cauſes finds not recompence. 
And that there is a hidden efficacie of love and hatred in man as well 
a$ in other kinds, not morall,but naturall,which though not alwaics 
in the choice, yet in the ſuccefle of mariage will ever be molt predo- 
minant, beſides daily experience, the author of Eccleſiaſticus , whoſe 


Z . wiſedomhath ſet him next the Bible, acknowledges, 13-16. A man, 


faith he, will cleave to his like. But what might be the cauſe, whether 
cach ones allotted Geniws or proper Star, or whether the ſupernallin- 
fluence of Schemes and angillay aſpetts or this elementall Crofic here 
below, whether all theſe joyntly or ſingly meeting friendly, or un- 
friendly in cither party, Idare not, with the men iam likeft to clafh, 
_—_ ſomuch a Philoſopher as to conjefture. The ancient Proverb 


_ in Homerlefſe obſtruſe entitles this work of leading each like perſon 


to his like,peculiarly toGod hinaſelf : which is plain anough alſo by 
his naming of a meet or like help in the firſt eſpouſall inſtituted ; an 
that every woman is meet for every mangnone ſo abſurd as. to affirm. 
Secing then there is indeed a twofold Seminary or ſtock in nature, 
from whence are deriv'd the ifſucs of loye aud hatred diſtinQly flow» 
ing through thewhole maſle of created things, and that Gods doing 
ever isto bring the due likenefſes and harmonics of his works toge- 
ther,except when out of two contraries met to their own deſtruCtion, 
he moulds a third exiſtence, and thatitis error , orſomeevil Angel 
which either blindly or maliciouſly hath drawn together in two yer” 
ſons ill imbarkt in wedlock thefleeping diſcords and enwities of na» 
turelulFd on purpoſe with ſome falſe bait, that they may wake to 
agony and ſtrife, later then prevention could havewithc, it from the 
bent of juſt and honeſt intentions beginning what was begun, and ſo 
continuing, all that is equall;, all that is fajr and poſlible.hath been 
tri'd, and no accommodation likely to ſucceed what folly is it ſtill to 
ſtand combating and battering againſt invincible cauſes and effedts, 
with evill upon evill,till neither the beſt of our dayecs be linger'd out, 
orended with ſome ſpeeding ſorrow. The wiſe Eccleſsſticus adviſes ra- 
ther, 37. 27. 24y ſon, prove thy ſud inuby lift, ſee wht # evil for it, endgive 
not that unto it. Reaſon he had toſay fo; forif the noiſomnelle or dil- 
figurement of body can ſoon deſtroy the ſympathy of mind to wed- 
lock duties, much more will the annoyance and trouble of mind 


infuſe it (elf intoall the faculties and = of the body, to ages 
them 


F 
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them invalid, unkindly, and'even unholy againſt the fundamental 
Jaw book of nature,which Moſes never thwarts,but reverences: there- 
fore he commands us toforce nothing againft ſympathy or naturall 
order, nonot upon the moſt abje creatures to ſhew that ſuch an in- 
dignitie cannot, be offer'd to man without an impious crime. And 
certainly thoſe divine meditating wordsof finding out a meet and 
like help to man, haye in them a confideration'of more then the inde- 
finite likeneſfe of womanhood ; nor are they to be made wafte paper 
on, for the dn]nefle of Canon divinity : no nor thoſe other allegorick 
precepts of beneficence fetcht out of the cloſet of nature to teach us 
goodnes and compaſſion in not compelling together unmatchable 
ſocicties, or if they meet through miſchance, by all conſequence to 
diſ-joyn them,as God and nature fignifies,and lefures to us not only 
by thoſe recited decrees, but ev'n by the firit and laſt of all his vilible 
works; when by his divorcing command the world firſt roſe out. of 
Chaos, nor can be renewed againout of contuſion but by the ſeparg» 
ting of unmeet conſorts. : 


CHAP. XL 
The ſeventh Reaſon, That ſometimes continuance in mariage may. be evident'y 
the ſtortning or endangering of life to either party, both Law and Divinity 
eoncludinggbat life is to be prefer'd before mariage the intended.ſolace of life. 


QEventhly,The Canon Law andDivines conſent,that if either party 
be found contriving againſt anothers life, they may be ſever d by 


divorce; for a fin againſt thelife of mariage, is greater then a fin | 


againſt the bed: the one deſtroys,the other but defiles : The ſame may 


be ſaid tonching thoſe perſons who being of a penfive nature and # 
cours of Jife,haveſum'd upall their ſolace in that free and lightſome * 
converſation which God and man intends in mariage: wherof when 7 
they ſee themſelves depriv'd by mecting an anſociable conſort, they 7 
oft-times reſent one anothers miſtake ſo deeply, that long it is not ere 2 
griefe end one of them. When therfore this danger is foreſeengthat the 7 
life is in perill by living rogether, what matter is it whether helples - 
gricf, or wilfull praftice be the cauſe 3 This is certain, that the preſer- * 


vation of life ts more worth then the compulſory kecping of mariage; 


anditisnolefſe then crueltieroforce a man toremain in that ſtate as | 
the ſolace of his life, which he and his friends know will be either the 


undoing or the diſheartning of his life. And what-is life without the 


vigor 
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vigor and ſpiricfull exerciſe of life? how can it be uſefull either to pri- 
vateor publick employment ? ſhall it therfore be quite drjedted, 
though never ſo valuable, and left to moulder away in heavincs for 
the ſuperſtitious aud impoſſible performance of anill-driv'n bargain? 
Nothing more inviplable then yows.made to God, yet we read in 
Numbers thatif a wife had made ſach a vow,the meer will and autho- 
ritie of her husband might break it ; how much mores may he break 
the error of his own bonds with an unket and miſtak'n wife, to the ſa 
ving of his welfare, his life, yea his faith and vertne from the hazard 
of over-ſtrong temprations ; for if man be Lord of the Sabbath, to the 
curing of a Feyor, cati he be lefle then Lord of -mariage in ſuch im- 
portant cauſes as theſe? 


CHAP. XIL 


The eighth Reaſon, It is probable, ar rather certaing that every one who happ ns 
to marry, hath not the calling, and therfore pon unfitneſſe found and conſt 
der'd, force ought not to be Wd. 


" Ighthly, It is moſtſure that ſome even of thoſe who are not plain» 
ly defe&ive in body, yet are deſtitute of all other mariageable 
gifts,and conſequently have not the calling to marry;unlefle nothing 
be requiſite thereto but a meer inſtrumentall body ; which to afficm, 
isto that unanimous Covenant a reproach: yet it is as ſurethat many 
ſuch, not of their own defire, but by the perſwaſion of friends, or not 
knowing themſelves, do often enter into wedlock ; where finding the 
difference at length between the duties of a married life,and the gifts 
of a finglelife ; what nnfirnes of mind, what weariſomneſſe , what 
ſcruples and doubts to an incredible offence and diſpleaſure are like 
ro follow between,may be ſoon imagined : whom thus to ſhut up and 
immure and ſhntup together, the one with a miſchoſen mate, the 
other in a miſtaken calling, is not a cours that Chriſtian wiſdom and 
tendernefſe ought to uſe. As for the cuftome that ſome parents and 
guardians have of forcing mariages, it will be better toſay nothin 
of ſuch a ſavage inhumanity, but onely thus, that the Law whic 
ives not all freedom of divorce to any creature endued with reaſon 


oaflafinated, is next in craelty. 


E 2 CHAP. 
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=-4e1 MISS THAI, © { | YER PERM To 1 ofrH 
Then:mb Reajon, - Becauſe mariage us not .: meer carnall coition, but a bumane 
Society,pbere theit cannot reaſonablybe hadgthere can be no true matrimony; 
. Mariage compar # with all other eq1/nants and worws warrantably broken 
wor” ang _— Atariage the Papiſts Saxramen, and anft mariage 
T og F1"z9 [7 44:1 » 15:7 'F i - 


\ Tlnubly, Ifuppoſeit will beallow'd us that mariage is a human 


| Society,and that all human ſociety muſt proceed from the . ! 


mind rather then the body, els it would be but a kind of animall or 
beaſtith. meeting; if the mind therefore cannot have that due compa» 
ny by mariage,that ic may reaſonably and humanly defirethatmari- 
agecan be no human ſociety , but a certain formality ; or guilding 
over of little better then a brutiſh congrefſe, and ſo in very wiſdome 
and pureneſſe to be diffoly?d. | ELSE v 
© But mariagels more then human,the Covenant of Ged, Prov. 2. 17. 
therfore man carmotdiſſolve it. I anſwer, if it be more then human, 
ſo much the more it argues the chief ſociety thereof to be in the ſoul 
rather theu in the body,and the greateſt breach therof tobe upti 


of. mitd:rather then defe& of body : forthe body can haveleaſt 


holds good therather. Again, Ianſwer, that the Sabbath is a higher 


_ Inſtitution, a command of the fick Table, for the breach wherot God Þ 


hath far more and oftnertellify'd his angerghen for divorces, which 


frum yes to Ualachy be never took diſpleaſure at, nor then neither, |? 


it we mark the Text; and yet as oft as the good 0f man is concern'd, 


he not only permits, bat commands to break the Sabbath. What co. ©; 
vnant morecontradtcd with God, and lefle in mans power, then the 7 
vow which hath once paſthis lips? yet if it be found raſh, if offenfive, i 
itunfruicfull cither:to Gods glory or the good of man, our dofrine Z 
forces naterror and unwillingaes irkſomly to keep it,, but counſels ® . 
wiſdom and better thoughts boldly to break it 3 therfore to enjoyn © 

the indiflojuble keeping of a mariage found unfit againſt the good of 
manboth ſoul and body,as hath been eyidenc't,isto make an Idol of : 
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mariage,:$0 adyanceit abovethe worſhip of God and the good of 


* & & 


bY *%s ”. +». © il - _— = 2 
"ue by fa - & > ASE? Hh - Ry - F 
> ro ren) Re eee EDN EE SE 
Tot SGH , , 


8 
b * % 
T 52, = 
PP 
L0E 
- 1.0 
y 42 
s 4 ”X) - 
- a 
BE 
e Ke 
be 
ail. > 
EA 
age 


nity in a coy'nant more then humang ſo that the reaſon of diilolving ©: 


oY 


mangto make it a tranſcendent commandzabove both the ſecond and 


the firſt Table, which is a moſt prodigious doftrine. | 


Next, wheras they cite out of the Proverbs, that it is + eaonler Ll 
elſtly 
falſe: 


Goa, and therfore more then human, that Tonſequence is ma 
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falſe : for ſo the covnant which Zedechiabmade with the Infidell King 
of Babel, is call'd the Comnant of God. Fzek. 15: 19. which- would be 
ſtrange to hear counted morethen a human covnant- Soevery co- 
+Y'nant between man and man,bound by oath, may be calld the cov'- 
nant of God, becauſe God therin is atteſted. So of mariage he is the 
author and the witnes 3 yet hence will not follow any divine aſtri&i- 
on morethen what is ſabordinateto the glory of God and themain 
good of either party ; for as the glogy of God and their eſteemed fit- 
nefſe one for the other,was the motive which led them both at firſtto 
think without other reyelation that God had joyned them together, 
Sowhen it ſhall be found by their < unfitnefle, that their con- 
tinuing to be man and wife is againit the glory of God and their mn- 
tuall happineſſe, it may affurethem that God never joynd them;who 
hath reveal'd his graci-+1$ will not to ſet the ordinance above the 
man for whom it was oraain'd : not tocanonize mariage cither as a 
tyranneflc or a goddefle over the enfranchi:'d life and ſoul of man: 
or wherin can God delight,wherin be worſhipt, wherin be glorify'd 
by the forcible continaing of an improper yo ill-yoking couple? He 
that lov/d not to ſee the diſparity of ſeveral! catteſ] at the plow, can» 
not be-pleaſed with any vaſt anmectneſſe in mariage. Wherecan be 
the peace and love which muſt invite God toſach a houſe, may it not 
be feared that the not divorcing of ſuch a helplefſediſagreement,will 
be che divorcing of Ged finally from ſuch a ace ? Bat it is atciall of 
our eernCy ſay :Igrantic: bunt which of Jobs afflitions were 
fent him with that law, that he mighr notuſe means to remove any 
ofthem if he could?And what if it ſubvert our patience and our faith 
too? Who ſhall anſwer for the periſhing of all thoſe ſouls periſhing by 
ſtubbornexpoſitions of particular and inferior precepts againſt the 
generall and ſupreme rule of charity? They dare not affirm that ma- 
fiageis cither a Sacrament, or a myſtery,though all thoſe ſacred 
things give place to man, and yet they invelt it with ſuch an awfull 
ſanity, and give it ſuch adamantine chains to bind with , asf it 
wereto be worſhip like ſome Indian deity, when it can conferre no 
blefling upon us, but works more and more to our miſery. To ſuch 
teachers the ſaying of S. Peter at the Councell of Feruſulem will dowel! 
tobe applicd : Why temper ye God to put a yoke #pon the necks of Chriltian 
men, which neither the Jews, Gods ancicnt people , nor we are able to 
bear: and nothing butunywary expounding hath brought uponus. 


CHAP. 
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| CHAP. XIV. 
Conſiderations concerning F umilifme, Antinomianiſme, and why it my be 
thought that ſuch opinions may proceed from the nndue reſtraint of ſome juſt 
liberty, then which no greater cauſe th contemne diſcipline. | 


O theſe conſiderations this alſo may be added us no. improbable 
conjefture; ſeeing that ſort of men whofollow Azabapriſm, Fami- 
liſm, Antinomi.-miſmy ard other fanatick dreams( if we underſtand 
them not amiſſe) be ſuch moſt commonly as are by nature addi&ed 
to Religion, of lite alſo not debauſhe, and that their opinions having 
full ſwinge, do end in ſatisfaQion of the fleſb, it may be come with 
reaſon into the thoughts of a wiſe man, whether all this proceed not 
partlyit not chiefly,trom the reſtraint of ſome lawfull liberty,which 
onght to be giv'n men, and is deny'd them. As by Phyfick welearnin 
menſtruous bodies, where natures current bath been Ropt, that:the 
ſuffocation and upward forcing of ſome lower part, affe&s the head 
and inward ſenſc with dotage 8&idle fancies. And on the other hand, 
whether the reſt of vulgar men not ſo religiouſlyprofcſling do not give 
themſelves much the more to whoredom and adulteries ,- loving the 
corrupt and venial diſcipline of clergie Courts, but hating to hear of 
rfe& reformation : when as they foreſee that then fornication ſhall 
be auſterely cenſur'd, adultery puniſht , and mariage the appointed 
refage of nature, though it hap to be never ſo incongruous and dif- 
lectin. muſt yet of torce be worn out, when ic can be tono other 
purpoſe bur of trite and hatred, a thing odious to God. This may be 
worth the ſtudy of skilfull men in Theology,and the reaſon of things: 
and laſtly to examine whether ſome undue and ill grounded ftri- 
nefſe upon the blameleſſe nature of man, be not the cauſe inthoſe pla- 
ces where already reformation is, that the diſcipline of the Church 
ſooftenand ſo unavoidably-brok'n, is brought-into contempt and 
derifion. And it it be thus, let thoſe who are ttill bent to hold this ob- 
ſtinate /:terality, ſo prepare themſelves as to ſhare in the account for 
all theſetranigrefſions, when it ſhall be demanded at the laſt day by 
one whowill ſcan and fift things with more then a literall wiſdom of 
equity ; for if theſe reaſons be duly ponder'd , and that the Goſpel is 
more jealous of laying on exceſſive burdens then ever the Law was, 
leſt the ſoul of a Chriſtian which is ineftimable, ſhould be over-temp- 
ted and cait away, conſidering alſothat many properties of nature, 


which the power of regeneration it ſelf neyer alters , may cauſe dif- 
like, 


be 
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, Yoice of infinice goudnefle and benjguiry that Sabbath was made for 
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like of converfing even between the moſt ſanCtify'd,which continual- 
ly grating in harſh tune a may breed ſome Jarre anddiſcord, 
and that end in rancor and ftrife, a thing ſo oppoſite both to mariage 
and to Chriſtianity, it would perhaps be lefſe ſcandall to divorce a 
naturall diſparity, then tolink violently together an unchriſtiandiſ- 
ſention, committing two enſnared ſouls inevitably to kindle one an-, 
other, not with the fire of love, but with a hatred 3nconcileable, who 
were they difleyered, would be ſtraight friends in any other relation. 
Bur if an alphabeticall ſervility mult beſti}} urged, ic may ſo fall our, 
that thetrue Church may unwittingly uſe as much cruelty tn for- 
bidding to divorce, as the Church of Antichriſt doth wilfully in for- 
bidding to marry. 
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CHAP. I. 
The Ordinance of Sabbath and mariage compar d. Hyperbole no unfrequent fiv 
'- gwre inthe Goſpel. Exceſſe cur'd by contrary exceſſe. Chriſt neither tid, nor 
could abrogat the Law of divorce, but onely veprove the abuſe. therof. 


AS@ZItherto the Pofition undertaken hath been declar'd, and 
a proved by a Law of God, that Law proved to be morall, 

Sal B and nnaboliſhable for many reaſons equall, honeſt, cha- 
> Am. ritable, juſt, annext therto. It follows now-.that thoſe 

| Places of Scripturewhich have a ſeeming to revoke the 
prudence of 4eſes, or rather that mercitull decree of God , be forth- 
with explain'd and reconciÞd. For what are all thefe reaſonings 
worth wil ſome reply, whenas the words of Chriit are plainly agaiuſt 
all "Johns, caſe of fornication. To whom he whale mind were 


' toanſwer no more bur this,except alſo 3n caſe of charity, might ſafely ap- 


peal to the;more plain words of Chriſt in defence of ſo excepting. 
Thou ſhalt dino mazner of reork ſaith the commandment of the Sab= 
bath. Yes ſaith Chriſt works of charity. And ſhall we be more ſevere 
in paraphraſing t1e conſiderat and tender Goſpe), then he was in cx 
pounding the rigid and peremptory Law ? What was ever in all ap- 
POTIE lefſe made for man, and more for God alone then the Sab 

ath ? yet when the good of man comes into the ſcales, we hear that 


man, 


_ _ <> oo" 
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man, not man for Sabbath. What thing ever was more made for man 
alone and lefſc for God then mariage ? And ſhall we load it with a 
cruell and ſenceles bondage utterly againſt both the good of man and 
the glory of God? Let who ſo will now liſten, Iwant neither pall nor 
ay neither for ordination or indufion, but in the firm faith 
of a knowing Chriftian , which is the beſt and trucſt endowment of 
rhe keyes, Ipronounce,the man-who ſhall bind ſo cruelly a good and 
gracious ordinance of God, hath not in that the Spirit of Chriſt. Yet 


| that every text of Scripture ſeeming oppoſite may be attended with 


a duc expoſition,this other part enſues, and makes account to find no 
flender arguments for this afſertion out of thoſe very Scriptures, 
which are commonly urg'd againſt it. | 
Firſttherfore let us remember as a thing not to be deny'd, that all 
places of Scripture wherin Juſt reaſon of doubts ariſes from the let= 
ter, are to be expounded by confidering upon what occafion every 
thing is ſet down: and by comparing other Texts. The occaſion 
which induc't our Saviour toſpeak of divorce,was either to convince 
the extravagance of the Phariſes in that point, or to give a ſharp and 
veh:ment anſwer to a tempting queſtion. And in ſuch caſes that 
we arenot to repoſe all upon the literall terms of ſo many words, 
many inſtances will teach us : Wherin we may plainly diſcover how 
Chriſt meant not to be tak'n word for word, but like a wiſe Phyſi- 
cian, adminiſtring one exceſle againſt another to reduce us to a 
fe& mean: Where the Phariſes were ftri&, there Chriſt ſeems re 
miſſe ; where they were too remiſſe, he ſaw it needfull to ſeem moſt 
ſevere: in one place hecenſures an unchaſt look to be adultery al- 
ready committed : another time he paſſes oyer aftuall adultery with 
lefſe reproof then for an unchaſt look ; not ſo heavily condemning 
ſecret weaknes, as open malice : So heer he may be juſtly rhought 
tohavegiy'n this rigid ſentence againſt divorce , not to cut off all 
remedy from a good man who finds himſelf conſuming away in a 
diſconſolate and uninjoy'd matrimony, but to lay a bridle upon the 
bold abuſes of thoſe over-weening Rabbies ; which he could not more 
 cffeftually do,then by a counterſway of reſtraint curbing their wild 
exorbitance almoſt into the other extreme; as when we bow 4 
the contrary way, to make them come to their naturall ſtraitneſle. 
Andthat this was the only intention of Chriſt is moſt evident ; if 
we attend but to his own words and proteftation made in the ſame 


\ Sermon, not'many verſes before he treats of divorcing, that he cams 


\ not 
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not toabrogate from the Lawy oxe jet. or tic: le, and deaditnce againiÞ 
them that ſhall ſo-reach. X pe {ear | SLGA GT», we 

"But S. L»keheverſe immediatly before going that of divorce it- : 
ſetts the ſame caveat, as if the latter could nggþbe underſtood withone 
the former; and as a witnefſeto produce againft this our wilfull mſ« 
Rake of abrogating , which muſt needs confirm vs that what ever els 
Z 1a che political law of more ſpecial relation co the Jewes might ceaſe 
© ro us, yet thac of thoſe precepts concerning divorce, not one of thetn 
Z was repedl'd by the Dodtrine of Cbrib , unlefſejwe have vow'd not to 
beleeve. bis own. caucious and immediat profeſſion ; for if theſe our 
Saviours words inveigh again(tail divorce, and condemn it agadulte- 
ry, except it be for adulcery, and be nor carher underſtood againſt the 
iba of thoſedivorces permitrediv the Law , thenis tharLaw of 
Aoſes, Deut. 24. 1. notonely repeal'd and wholly annull'd aga! 
the promiſe of Chrilt and his known profeſſion , not to. le ig 
matcers Judicial, bur thar which is atdre range, the very ſubftanee. 
and purpoſe of char Law is contradited and conyimc's borh of injn- 
flice and impurity , as having authoriz'd and maintain'd legall adul> 
rery by (tatnte. Afoſesalſocannor ſcape tobe guilty of nnequall and 
unwiſe decrees, puniſhing oneaR of ſecret adwitery by death , and 
NZ perautting a whole life of open adultery by Law, And albeit Laws 
2 yers write that ſome paliticall edits , theugh nor approv'd, are yer 
® allow'd to the ſcmrmof che people andthe neceſlicy -of the times ; 
X theſe excnſes have but.a weake pulſe : for firſt , we read, not that the 
# ſonndrel people, bur the choiceſi, the wiſeft, the holiet of that ne- 
& tion have frequently us'd theſe lawes. , or ſuch astheſein the beit and-.- 
& holieſt times, Secondly, be it:ycelded, that in matters nor very bad 
or impure, a human law.giver may ſlacken ſomething af that which 
is.exatly good, to the diſpoſition of the peopleand rhe times : but _ 
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bt FiftheperfeR, thepme, the righteous law of God , for ſoate all his 
all atutes and his judgements , . be found to have allow'd ſmoothly 
2 Kwithout any. certain repr ehenfion, that wiuch Chriſt akerward de> 
he Kclares to beadukery,, how can we free thie Law from the horrible 
re # endightment of being both impure, nnjuſt,and e4llacious, | 
Id BY - | CHAP. 1I. - 
£8 Rawdroorce was permitted for bardneſſe of heart ,aimve be underſtood by 

« MFrhe common expoſition.” That the Law cannot germit, mich 1.1; enalt a 
zif permi log of ſin, SEEN! YN y SR (Prot th : 
me Þ N ither will it ſerye to ſay this was pertnitted for the hardnefſe of | 
mg | 


Y their hearts, in that ſenſe, agit is uſually explain'd, for the Lay 
10t 1 ad EF maps, pen were 
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rethen bita corrupt and erroacous'Schook-inafter , teaching ny 
co daſh againſt a vitall maxim of religion, \by doing foul evill in hope 
of fome nncertain gobd. Tz 
= This onely Text not tobe march't again throughout the- whole * 
Soriptate ,” whereby God in his perfet Law ſhould ſecmne to have 
«rare ro the hard hearts of his holy people under ' his :owne © 
tanJ”, 4civill immunity anJ freechatter rolive anddie ina lon 
fuccefive adulrery, ander a covenant of works, till the 2{efiah, wy, 
chen char indu'gent permifſi>nco- be ſtrictly deny'd by a cov'nant of 
grace; beſides the incoherenceof ſuch a dotcine, cammor, mult nor 
be thus interpreted, to the raifing of a paradox never known till then, | 
onely\hinging- by therwin'd thred of one-doubttall Scripture, - a- ' 
gainit ſo maby other rules and leading principles of religion , of ju- - 
ftice, and pyricy of life, For what cou!dbe granted more either 
co the feare, or to the Juſt of any tyrant,or explitictar, chen this authoe 
rity of Aſo/es thus expounded z which op2ns -him a way at will co 
datnms tp juſtice, afid not onely to adinir of any Rowifh or Auſtrian 
dipences, 'bue to etja&aſtirute of thar whith tie dares nor ſeeme to 
approve, ev'n to the legitimate vices, to make'finneir ſelfe, the ever 
alien and ya{fal fin, a free Citizen of the Common-wealth, prerend- 
ing onpely theſe or rheſs- planſible reaſons. '-And well he might , all 
the while chat oſs ſhall be alledgdrohavedoneasmuch without 
(hewing any reaſon at all. Yer this: could not enter into the hearr 
of David, P/al. 94.29. how any ſuch atitority as endeavours to faſhion 
wickedae: by alaw, ſhould deriveit ele frem God. And 7ſaiahliyes 
18 wpon themtbat decree nnrighteoms decrees 10.1,Now which of theſe 
two is the better Lawgiver, andwhich deſerves moſt a woe, he thar 
gives.oncancdit fingiy unjuſt, or he rhatconfirmes to ——_—_— 2 
fixt and unmoleſted impunity- of that- which is not onely held robe 
najuR, bac alſo unclean, and both in a high degree, nor onely as they . 
chetnſelvesafkem , an injurious expuifion of one wife,. bur alfo:an nn- | 
clegn freedome by. more then- a patent to wed another adulteroul- . 
ly ?' How can we therefore with ſafety thns dangerouſly confine the 
free fimpliciry of. our Sav!ours 'meaning-tothat. which meerly a- 
mognts from ſo many lerters, whenas itcan conſiſt neither with . 
his former and caniviaty word, per with ocher more pure and ho- 
ly principles; p** finally wich the ſcope of chacicy , commanding by | 
his expreſſe commundon ia _2n:g22r grain, Burall rather of necet- . 
firy-muſt #2 underſtood as onely agiin?t che abuſe-of thar' wile and 
| | , | - Ingen-,. 
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ingenyous liberty which Afoſes gave; and to cerrifie a tadving cou 
ſcience from ſinaing under thac precexc. £72 -Mmerl Los Jn. 


CHAP. III, | | 
That to allow fin by Laws againſt the nature of Lum the end of the laws 
giver #1d the good of the people. Impoſſible therefore in the Law, af God 
T hat it makgiGod the author of ſin more then any thing objefted by the 
Teſwits or Arminians againſf Predeſtination, . - DTS; 


ſho, 


Ut letus yer further examine upon whae conſideration a Law 
'LIof liceacecould bethus giv'n to a boly peoplefor che tardacife 
of heart.1 juppoſe all will anſwer,chat far tome good end or other, Bax 
bere the contrary ſhall he prov'd. Pirſt, that many il! effefts, bue no 

ood end of ſuch a.ſufferance can be ſhewn , next, thar athivg unlaw- 
of can tor no geod end whatever be cither don orallow'dby:a poſi« 
tive law. If chere. yere any good end aim'd at,that end was then good, 
either to che Law, or to the lawgiyer licencing: z or ascatheperſon 
licege't, - Thar it could not be the.cndof che Law, whechey Moral 
- or Judiciall tg licence a fin, I provecafily ou of: Row; 5.20. Thr Law 
enter'd that the. offence might abeuvd ,. that is, that fin migbr.be tnade 
abundantly manifeſt to: he hainous: and diipleaſing iro :God, thar fo 
his offer'd grace mighs; bg; the; more eficemdi Noe if tfieLiw in 
ſtead of aggravatipg and terriffing fin;- ſhall give aut licence; ir-fbils 
itfele., and cores recreant from tesowne:end: = it forefiatls the pare 
grace of Chriſt which 1s throygh righteouſaefſe; with! impure ins 
ageing which are throngh fin, Ard in ſtead of difcoveriny 1ſione, 
for by the Law is the knowledge therof aith'S;, Pant; andichar by ireich 
and tre light for. men ro walk jniſely., it holds our; fats and dexl 
fices. to ſtumble men :, or Ike thoſe miſerable flies vo TuR wo wit 
delight, and be.byzar : for. hew many ſonles might ealily chink rhar: 
to. be Jayyfull, which the, Law and Magiſtrate allow'd:thent ?.. Agait# 
ve read, 1 Fim-2.5-7.be end of 1be;Conmendment is tharityout of a pures 
14,406 Et et fairbnnfamd, Rut aovorcould that? 
afaty..co-alinw a, people;whartbey could: ner ade with s pure' 
but with, canſcicnce. ang. faigh both deceiv'd,, or: el> deſpis'do 
The rare RNS Inge the Ingiciall Laws fer: forth-to-pscleas} 


—— 
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56 The Deftriae aud Diſcipline of Diverce, 
in to wticeindulgence to vulgar uncleannefle can ic dog mors to 
corrupt and ſhame che end of irs own being ? Laftſy,ifthe Law aiiow 
fin, it enters into a kind of covnant with fin, and if 1c doe, there is not 
a greater finner in the world then the Law it ſelte, The Layy.,to uſe 
anallegory fonthing differenc from thatin Phils [uders concerning 
Awaleck,, rhongh baply more figaificant, the Lay is the 1/raelite and 
hack thisadſolare charge given ir, D2uc. 25. To blor out the memory of 
fin the 4malckite frons wader heav's, not to forger it, Apgait,the Law is 
the Iſraclite,and barh this expreſle repeated command to makg 10 cov'- 
wane with in the Cananite , bur to expell htm, leſt he proye a ſaare. 
And coſiy eruth it were too rigid and reaſonleſſe to proclaime fnch 
an enmi y betyyeen man and man, were it not the type ofa greater 
entity between law and fin.  ſpeakeev'n now , as if ſin-were con- 
demn'd ina perperuall »ilenage never to be freeby law, never to be 
muaunneitted: but ſure fin can haye no tenure by law at all bor is rather 
an erernall onclaw , andin hoſtility with Lay paſt all actonement : 
both d;agoniatcontraries, as mnch ailowing one another , as day and 
night together both inone hemiſphere.Or if it be poſſible, chat finith 
his darkneſſe may come to compoſition , it canner be withour a foul 
eclipſe, and twylightee-the lay , whoſe brighenefſe onght to ſarpaſſe 
thenoon. Thus we ſee how this unclean permittance defeats the 
Gcred moron = _ rey d)J wore or : _ 
- As-litrle can the lawgiver Propoſe to equity by” ſich a laviſh: 
remiſnes a$rhis :ifto hand eS heart; Pare and other di-' 
vines confelſe , it more encreaſes by this liberty , then is leſn'd : and: 
—_ -it probable that their hearts were more hard in this char it 
be yeeldedto, then inany other crime? Their hearts were ſer 
gpoiufury, anduretothis day, no Nation mare ; yet that which 
was the endammaging onely of their eſtates, ' was narrowly forbid ; 
this which 1$ thought the excreame injury and difhononr of their 
Wivezatd daughters with che defilement alſo of rhemſelyes, is botn- 
che high plres; thoogh rote eve Dad's perth bit Teal 
rd Jug 's S120 the | qd”; yer that but z'farall” 
thing is ftrily orwarb'd ; this aceontated a high Offence eaſt ohe 
ofthe grece mor duties, is calmely'permitted and effabliſfit. How 
cats it be evaded bur that che beayie cebſure of Chriff ſhould fall 
worſe yponthis lawgiverof theirs, then ppor all the Scribes and - 
Phariſes ? For chey did buc owe? vs org «dd Mercy 't9 ttifte 'in 
Mincand©wninin ; -yerall: according t0/Law';' bur this their Eaw-" 
Bye almgtcharas punks ty ſnifrbec@(" hes igrching vero" 
{. " | "0 


adulce- 
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adwlteries, chrough the violence of divorceby Law againſt Law. If it 
were ſuch a cutled act of P;/ar a ſuborbinate Judge to Czfir, over- 
ſmayed by thoſe hard hearcs wirh much a doe to ſuffer one tranſgreſ- 


fion of Law bntonce, what is ic then with leſſe a doe to publiſh 2 + 
Law-oftranſgreflion for many ages ? Did God 4or this come down | 


and cover the Mountof Smai with hisglory , uttering in chumder 
choſe his facred Ordinances our of the' borromleſle treaſures of his 
wiſdome and infiaice pnrenes to patch up an nicerous and rott'n com- 
mon-wealth with ftri& and ftern injuactions , to walk the skinand 
girments for every uncleantoueh , and ſach eafie permi(lion giv'n to 
polnce the ſonle with aduiteries by publick authority , without diſ- 
grace, Or queſtion ?: No it had bin becrer cha man had never known 
Law or matrimony, then that ſuch foul iniquity ſhould be faſt'nd 
epon the holy One of f-ac/, the Judge of all theearth , and ſuch a 
pecce of folly as Belzebxb would not commit, to divide againſt him- 
felfand pervert his own ends ; or ifhe to.compaſſe more certain mil- 
chief, mightyeiid perhaps to fain ſome good deed , yer that God 
Gould enact a licence ofcercain evill for nacertain good againſt His 
owne glory znd purenes, is abominable ro conceive. And as itis de- 
KruQtive tothe end of Lay -, and blaſphemous ro the honour of the 
lawglver licencing , ſo isit as pernicions to the perſon licenc't, If a 
privace friend admoniſh not , rhe Scripture faith . he hates his brother 
ard lets hins periſh; bat if he ſooth him, and allow him in his faules, the 
Proverbs reach ushe ſpreads a net forbis neighbors feet & worketh ruin. 
If the Magiſtrare or Prince forger to adminifter due juſtice and re« 
ſtrain not fin, E/ himſelf conld ſay ir made the Lords people to trauſ- 
greſſe. Bur if he count'nance them againſt law by-his owne example, 
what haveck it makes both in Religion and vertne amons the people, 
may be gueſt by the anger it brought upon Hophri and Phineas,notto 
be appeas'dwith ſaceifice nor offring for ever.lt the Law be filentto de- 
clare ſin, the people muſt needs generally goe aſtray , for the Apoſtle 
himfelf faith , he had not knows luſt but by the Law : and ſurely ſuch a 
Nation ſeems not to be nnder the illominating guidance of Gods law, 
bac under the horrible doom rather of ſuch as deſpiſe theGoſpel,hz that 
% filthy let him be filchy f511.Buc where the Law it ſelf gives a warrane 
for fin, I know not what conlition ofmilery co imagine miſerable 
anough for ſuch a people , unleſſe that portion of the wicked, or ra-' 
ther of the damned/;4on whom God threatens in 11. Pſalm, to rai 


ſnares: bur tharqueſtionlaſecannot be by any Law, which the Apo: 


file ſaith «a writ) ordain'd of Godwnto our good ,. and not. ſo many: 
Tr. F 
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wayes and in fo high a degree to our deftruRtion, as we have now bin 
graduating, And this izall che good can came to the perſon licenc's 
is his hardnefle of hearc, 

I am next to mention that which becauſe it isa ground in divini- 
ey, Rom. 3. will fave the labour of demonſtrating, unlefle her giv'n- 
axioms be more doubred then in. ther Arts ( alctough'ic be no leſſe 

-firme in che precepts of Philoſophy) that a ching ualawfull can for - 
ao goed whatſoever be done , much leſſe allow'd by a poſitive 
kw. Andthis is the magxter why Interpreters upon chat paſſage in 
Hoſes will not conſent it to be a crue ory, that the Prophet tooke a 
Harlet to wife , becauſe Gad being a pure $pirir could not command 
.@ thing repugnanc to his own nature , no not for ſo good an end as to 
exhibit more to the life a wholſeme and perhaps a eoniyertivg para- 
ble ro many an Ifraclite, Yetthat he commanded the allowance of 
adnlterous and injurious divorces for hardneſſe of heart, a reafon ob- 
ſcare and in a wrong ſen(e, they can very ſavourily perſwade them- 
ſelves, {0 cepacions is the leven of an ald conceir. Bur they ſhift jc, 
he permitted only. Yet filence in the Law is conſent, 'andconſenc is 
accefiory ; why then is not the Lay being filenc, or not give againſt 
a crime, acceſſory to its own convidtion, it felfe judging? For though 
weſhavldgrant ; char it approves nor, yer it wills ; andthe Lawyers 
maxim is, that the will compell dis yet the will. And though Ars/tarle in 
his Ethicks call this 4 #ixt ation, yet he concludes ft rabe volmtary 
and inexcuſable, if it be evill. Howe juſtly chen might humanlaw and 
Philoſophy riſe up 2gainſt the*righteoulnefle of Afoſes . if this be 
true which our vulgar Diviaity fachers upon him, yea upon God 
himſelfe ; not filencly and onely negatively to permic, bur in his lay. 
to divulge a written and generall privitedge to commit and perfilt in 
en/awfull divorces with a high hand, with ſecuricy and nol fame z 
for this is more thenpermitting and contriving, this ig matntaining ; 
this is warrantiog , this is protecting, yes this is doing evill; and luch 
an evil as that reprobace lawgiver did , whole laking.infawy is in- 


grav'n epon him h ke 2 ſurnawe he who made [frael to fin.  Thisioths, ; 


_—_ pitch contrary to God thar publicke fraud and :injuſiice-cam. 
cend. > RES "Ke 20 IDES 
- If it be afficm'd that God as being Lord may doewhat he.will, 
yet we. muſt know that God hath-nor two wills, but one will; much. , 
lefetwo contrary, If he once will'd, adnitery fhopld be fipfull , and; : 
te be puniſhr by death , all his: omaigetence will natalleow him te” 
will the allowance that lus holieſt people might as is. were by bis 
| own 


4 
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he hinafelfe eſtcenr'd it, according to oyr common explainers. The 
hidden wayes of his providence we adore 8 ſearch nor; but the law 1s 
his revealed will his complear,his evidenc,andcertain will ; kereinhe 
appeares to us as It were in human ſhape; enters into cov'nant with ns, 
ſwears to keep ir,binds him(cſfe kea jt lawgiver to his own preſcri= 
ptions, gives himſelte to be underftood by men, judges and ts jndg'd, 
meaſures and is commenſurat ro the right reaſon ; cann1or repuire 


lefſe of us in onecantle of his Law then 1a another , hislegall jutfice- 


cannor be ſo fickle and ſoyariable , ſometimes like a devouring fire, 
and by and by connivent in the embers, or, fl may ſc ay, olcitane 


and ſupine. The vigor of his Law cou'd no more remir, them the 


hallowed fire upon his altar could be ler go our. The Lawps that 
burnt before him might nee7 ſa.ffing , bur the light of his Law 
never. Ofthisalſo morebeneach}, in diſcuſſing a ſolucion of R#- 
UVerMss | 


eſpecially, nvr ro ſpeake of his permiſſion. 1. Becauſe we hold that 
he hath decreed ſome ro damnation , and conſequently to finne , fay 


they + Nexc, becauſe choſe meanes which are of ſaying knowlede to - 


others, he makes co them an occafion of greater ſinne. Y:t conlide- 
ring the perfeRion wherein man was created, and might have Rood, 


no decree necefhi:ating his free will, but ſubſeaient though not in + 


time yetin order to cauſes whis?, E:c in his own powet , ticy 


might , me thinks beperſwaged ©O abſolve both God and nz; Wien : 


as the doQrine of Plats and -bry/ipp:a with their followers the Aca- 


demiesand the Stoics , whe knew nor what a conjummat and moſt a- - 
dorned Pandora was beftow'd upon 44day: tobe the nurie and guide : 


of his arbitrary happiaefſe an] perſeverance, 1 mean his native fnno+ 
cence andperfetion, which might have kept him from being our 


trne Epimethews, and though they tanght of yertneand vice to be. 


both the gift of diz/ine deftiny, they could yet- gtye reaſons not Inya- 


lid, rojuſtifie rhe councelly of God an1 Fare from the inſulfiry of ' 


mortall congnes * That mans own will ſelfe corrupted is the adequac 
and iufficient r-auſe ofhis diſfbbedience befides Fare z as Homer alſo 
wanted not t 3 exprefle both "1 his7/cad andOdiſſes;. And Maniliwne the 
Poet alchor i in his fourth t »okhe' cells of fome: created both to fine 


and puniſhment ; yet without murmuring and with an induſtrious 


ches:cfulnes-acquirs the Deity. They were nor ignorant in their hea- 


Reftor'd tothe good of bath Sexes. 39 
own Antinomic, or connter-ſtatuce live nareproy'd ittthe ſatie faQt as 


The Jeſuits, and that ſet among ns which 1s nam'd of Arminims,are 
wont to charge us of making God the author of finne in two degrees 


then : 


20> A oo 
Wea + 158) ; _ 
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xbeniore, that ifgis moſt God-like ro puniſh choſe whoof his creg- , 
cures became his enemies with the greateſt punifhment ; and they | 
could attain alſs to think that the greateſt, when God. bimlelſe 
throws aman furtheſt from him ;, which then they held hee did, 
when he blinded, hard'n'd, and (tirr'd up liis effendors to finifb, and 
pile up their deſperate worke fincethey had undertak'n ic. To baniſh 


' forever unts a locall bell, whether in the aire or in thecenter, or in 


chat ucrermoRt and bettomleſſe gulph of Chaes, deeper from holy 
blifſe then the worlds diameter multiply'd , they rhoughr not a 
puniſhirg ſo proper and proportionate for God to {nflit, as ro pn- 
niſh finne with ſinne. Thus were the common fore of Gentiles 
wont. to thinke, without any wry choughcs<caſt upon divine go- 
vernance.- And therefore C:oero nor in his Txſculanor Campanian re- 
rixements among the learned wits of that age ; but ev'n in the Sear 
toa mixt auditory (though he were ſparing otherwile co broach his 
Philoſophy among Stariſts and Lawyers) yetas tothis poinc both 
inhisoration againſt Piſo, and in that which is abotit the anſwers of 
che foothfayers agaivft Cl/odizs., hedeclares it publikly.as no paradox 
rocommoneares, that God cannot puniſh man wore, nor make him 
more miſerable : then Kill by making him more finnfall. Thus we 
fec how in this controverfie the juſtice of God flood upright ev'n 
among heatzen diſpaters. Bur if any one be truly, and not precen- 
dedly zealogs io; Gods honour, here I call him forth befaremen and 
Angels, to uſe his b&tand moR -1yiſed skill, leſt God:more unayoi- 
dably chrcuCverycht s 2nd in rhe 884 -je(t manner be made the author 
of fin : ifhe hall nor onely deliver over and.incite hisenemies by re- 
buke to (in as a puniſhmear, bot ſhall by pac-ntunder bisown broad 
ſeale allow his friend whem he would {anQity and fave, whom he 
would unite to himſelfe and not diſ-joyne , whots he wonld corre 
by- wholiomechaſtning , and not puniſh as heed: !; the damned by 
lewd ſinning, if be ſhall allow theſe in bis Law thePerſel rale of his 
own pnreſt will, and our moſt edify'dconfcience, the perpetrating of 
an edious and-manitold fin without the left conteſting. Tigywonderd 
how there can be in God a ſecret, anda reyeai'd will ; nnd yetwhat 
wonder, if there be in man two abſwerable cauſes. - But here there 
wuft be two reyealed wills grappling ina fracernall warre with nne 
another withoutany reaſonable caule apprehended. This Gannot be 
lefle then to ingrafe lin into the ſubſtance of the law, which law.is to 

proyoke finby croſſing and forbidding , net by complying with it, 

Nay this is, which 1 crewple in uttering, to igcarnat fininto the pn« 
; punifhing . 


te ee, 
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panifhing and well pleag'd will of God; To ayoid theſe dreadful con- 
Lequences that trea _ the heels of thoſe allowances to fin, will 
bea task of far more difficulty then to appeaſe thoſe minds which 
perhaps outof a vigilant and wary conſcienceexcept againſtpredeſti- 
nation. Thus finally wemay conclude, that a Law wholly giving li- 
cence cannot upon any good conlideration be giv*n to. a holy people 
for hardnefle of heart in the vulgar ſenſe, 
CEHEAT.-IV.- 1. - | 
That if divorce be no command, no more is mariage. That diverce could be no 
diſpenſation if it were lawfull. The Solution of Rivetas, that God diſpenct- 
by ſome unknown way, ought not to ſatiefie a Chriſtian mind. . © © 
Thers think to evade the matter by not granting any Law of di- 
vorce, but onely a diſpenſation, which is contrary to the words 
of Chritlt, who himſelfe calls it a Law, ark. 10.5. or if we ſpeak of a 
command in the ſtrifteſt definition, then mariage it ſelf is no more a 
command then divorce,but only a free permiſſion to him who cannot 
contain-Bur as todiſpenſationl afftirm,the ſame as before of the Law, 
that it can never be giv'n to the allowance of fin, God cannot give it 
neither in reſpe& of himſelf, nor in reſpe&of man : not in reſpeft of 
himſelf,being a moſt pure eflence, thejuſt avenger of fin; neither can 
he make that ceaſe to be a fin, which is tic ſelf | 
all divorces they ſay were which were not for adultery.Not in reſpe& 
of man; for then ic muſt be either to his good or to his evil: Not to his 
good; forhow can that be imagin'd any good to a ſinner whom tio- 


F::4 


thing but rebuke and' due correQion can ſave, to hear the determis, 
nate oracle of divine Law louder then' any reproof diſpenſing dy4*” 


providing forthe impunity and convenience of fin ; to make that 
doubtfull, or rather lawfall, which the end of the law was to make 
molt evidently hatefull. Nor to the eyil of man can a diſpence be gi- 
ven; for if theLaw were ord:in*4 no life, Rom.7. 10. how can the ſame 
God publiſh diſpences again{t'that Law, which mult 'needs be unto 
deach? Abſurd and monſtrous would that-difpencebe, if any Jutlge or 


Law ſhould give it aman to cut his own throat,or todamne himſelf.” 


Diſpence therefore preſuppoſesfull pardon, or els it is not a diſpence, 
bat a moſt banefull & bloody ſnare. And why ſhould God enter cove= 
nant with a people to bg holy,as the Command is holy, and juſt, and goods 
Rom.7.12. and yet ſuffer an impure and treacherous diſpence to miſ- 
lead and betray them under the vizard of Law co a legitimate pra* 
Qiceofuncleannefle, God isno cov'nant — he cannot dothis. 

| 7 *Vet1s 
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injuſt and impure, as | 


The Dgfir.ive end D#(::pline of Dinoree, 


\ 


44 | 
; Due! Iigens and lezraed Writer.haying wellwaighed whay 
malt dgrefnient among the, would fain work himſelf ajpof theſe 
rocks and ana ands, and thinks it beſt to*conclude that, Bad . cers. 

1 


rainly did d (pencean by fome way to us unknown, and. ſo;to leave, 
. © o a6 -# Y "S £- +..0 » » {4 F 
it. Bat to this ToppHie, that 3.Chriſtianby no means ought, reſt hin 


(finfuckan ignorafrce ; wherby ſo many abſurdities will ſtraigre- 
fle& both againſt the purity, jullice, and wiſdom of God, theend alſo 
both of Law and Goſpel, and the compariſon of them both together. 
God indeedin fothe wayes of his providence, is high and, ſecret, paſt 
finding out : bi tt the.delivery. and execution of his Law, eſpecially 
inthe mangging of. a duty ſo datly and ſofamiliar as this 1s wherok. 
we teaſon, hHh plain anoagh reveald himſelf,” and requires the ob- 
ſexyance therof not otheriyife then tothe law of nature and of equity 
imprinted in ts ſeems.correſpondent. And hehath taught ustolaye., 
and to extol! his Laws, not onely a$ they are his, BokAs they, are juſt. 
and gped.ro every Wite and ober nderBarding, Therefoge Alrahm, 
even tothe face of God himſelf, ſeemed ta doubt of divinejyſticegif it - 
ſhould fwerve from that irradiation wherwith, it had. enlightned the 
mind ofman, and-bound it ſelf fo ehiErvs KEI we Wilt thou des. 
roy the rightequs withthe wicked ? That be far from thee 3 fall riot the Fudge 
#54 wes. Ws Get | ie that! ad hath created a Lo 
ogſnefle in rig r3t{elf, againit which he cannot do. So Davids Plal. 
119, The teſtimonies which thoa.baſt commanded are righteaw and zery faithr 
full ; thy word # very pores therfare, thy ſervant loweth its; Not only agen for - 
the a thors lake, but for. its. qwn.pyuit : Hes faqthfull; faith S. Þ aulyhe 
capdgt. deny bintſelf, tha tis, cannot. deny 115. Own promiſes, cannot but 
be trye to hjs own, rules. He often pleads with, men the uprightnes of 
his waics by their,own principles. How ſhogld we imitate him. els te, 
beg T8 I perfect. It at pleaſure hecandiſpence withigolden Baer, 
tick.agesof ſuch plealing Hcence,as in the tabled reign ob ald Sqpay : 
And this pahapspriore the Law might have fame covert ; batunfles,| 
ſuch anyndiſpencing covenant as Hoſeg,made with them, and.aot to. ' 
rellus why and wherefore indulgence, cannot give quiet to the-breſh 
of any intelligent man. We,mult be reqolned,how the: Lay: can, be, 
pure and per{picuous, and yer. throws pollured:$kirtovertbels Blerr 
ſinian mylteries,that no.man,can utter, what,they: mean; woriein this, 
then the worſt obſcenities of, heathey Hpecſtirion; for their filchines: 
was:hi,, but. the my lick reaſon zheregt, Known /to, their Sages: But: 


this, 
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tais Jevviſh impyted filthineſſe vva$ daily and oper arab ereaſonof 
itts jor hate a onr Divines. We KG OF Dees gZne, t hay 
can haveto tmpolenevy righteouſncs upon yyarks, but toremit.the 
old by#aith yvithont vyorks, if vve mean juſtifying vyorks:vve knovy 
ho myſtery onr'Szviour could have to "ay neyy bonds upon, marlage 
inthe coveniintof 'grace vvhich himſelf had lopſ ned.tothe leverizy 
of Livy.” Sothat Rivers tiay pardon us if vve canyaort be contented 
vvich his non-ſoJutfon toreniain in ſuch a peck of incertainties and 
doubtsſo dangerous and gaftly tothe fundamentals of our faith. 


| i iilaov: { CHAP. V. * i Lp 
4:11 1101306 10 CO, : What a Diſpenſation vs. I Ro. 
Heyfore to get ſome better ſatisfaQtion, we mult proceed to en- 
quire as diligently as we can,whata diſpenſation igwhich Ifind 
to be either properly ſo-calÞ'd, or impro erty. Improperlyſocall'd, is 
rather a particular and exceptive law abſolving & diſobliging from 
a more general command far ſome juſt and reaſonable caule. 
9. they who-were unclean, or in a journey,had leave to keepthe paſle- 
over, in the ſecond moneth, but otherwiſe ever in the firſt. As for that 
Hr Leviticos of martying the brothers wite, it was a penall ſtatute ra» 
ther then adifpenſe ; and commands nothing injurious or in itſelf 
uncleart,only prefers a fpeeiall reaſon of charitic,beforean inſtitutive 
deeencie, and perhaps is meant for lite time only, as is expreſt be- 
neath'in theprohibition of taking two filters. What other edit. of 
Abſescarrying, but.the femblance of a Law in any,other kind,;may 
beartheinameofa diſpence, Thave not readily to inffance-' Buta dil» 
penſation molt propetly is fome | pning "ra; accident rarely hapnings 
and therfore nor ſpecity'd in the Law, but left to the decifion of chas 
ritie, evin ander the bondage of Jewifh rites, much morennder the li- 
berty of the Goſpel. Thus did David enter inta the howſe of God, and did. 
ext the Shew breud, be a1 Ws folloneerss, which was ceremonially, rulawfull, 
Ofſuch difpenſes as thefe ic 'was that Verdwne the French Divine {0 
gravely diſputed inthe Councell of Trent againſt Friar Adrian,” who 
held that the Pope might difpence with any thing. 1: 1s # ford perſwan 
fron Aaith Verdmune, that difpencing is a favor, nay it 14 as good diſtributive 
Juſtice, as 7vhat 15 moſt, and the Prieſt ſins if he give it not: for it 3s notbing elſe 
but aright interpretation of Law. Thus facxe that I can learn. touching, 
this matter wholſomly decreed. But that God who'is the giver of c- 
very good and pertc& gift, Fam.1 DA $94 out a rule and direQory 
£034 2 vo 


CE 


44 The peBrine and Diſtiplineof Divorce, 


tofin by,ſhould ena a dilpenſ; ation as long liv'd az a law wherby to 
hveinprivifedg'd adultery tor hardnes of eart,and yet this obdurat 


diſeaſe cannot be conceiv'd how it was the more amended by this 
unclean remedy,is the moit dead}y and Scorpion like gift that the e- 
nemy of mankind could have given to any miſerable kanner, and is 
rather ſuch'a diſpence as that was which the Serpent gave to our firit 
parents. God __ Quails in his wrath, and Kings in his wrath, yet 
neither of theſe things evill in themſelves, but that he whole eyes 
cannot behold impurity, ſhon}d in the book of bis holy cov'nant, his- 
moſt unpaſſionat law,give licence,and ſtatute for uncontroul'd adul- 
tery, although it go for the receiv'd opinion, Ilhall ever diſlwade my 
ſoul from ſuch a creed , ſuch an indulgenceas the hop of Antichritt 
never forg'd a baſcr. | 
CHAP. VI. | FER 
That the Few had no more right to this ſuppoſed diſpence , then the Chriſtian 
: haths and rather net ſo much. | 
Bu: if. we muſt needs diſpence, let us for a while fo farre diſpence 
with truth, as to grant that fin may be diſpence't : yet there will 
be copions reafon found to prove that the Jew bd no more right to 
ſuch a ſuppos'd indulgence; then the Chrittian, whether we look at 
the clear knowledge wherin heliv'd, or the ſtrift performance of 
works wherto he was bound. Beſides viſions and propheties they had, 
the Law of God, which in the Pſalms and Proverbs is chiefly prais'd 
for ſurenefle and certaintic both eafie and perfe& to the enlightning 
of the fimple. How could it be ſoobſcure then , or they ſo ſottifhly 
blind-in this plain morall and houſhold duty ? They had the ſame 
precepts about mariage, Chriſt added nothing to their clearnefle, tor 
that had argu'd them imperteC; he opens not the Law, but removes 
the Phariſaick mitts rais'd between the law andthe peoples eyes: the 
only ſentence which he addes, What God bath j:ywa let no mn put aſun- 
der, is as obſcure as any clauſe fetcht ont of Geneſiczand hath encreait 
a yet undecided controverſie of Clandeſtine rariages. If we;examine 
over all his ſayings, we ſhall find him not ſo much interpreting the 
Law with his words,as referring his own words to be interpreted by 
the Law, and oftner eDfcuves his mind in ſhort, and, vehement, and 
compa ſentences, to blind and puzzle them. the more who would 
not underſtand the Law. \The Jews therfore were as little to be dil- 
penc't with forlack of morall knowledge, as we. * FLO 
- Negrznone Ithink will deny,but that they were as much bound to. 
\ perform 


—— —— 


Reftar'd to the grod of bath Sexes, * 45 


omen the Law as any Chriſtian. That ſevere and rigorous knife not 
paring the tender fore-skin of any male infantgto carve into his fleſh 
the mark of that ſtri& and pure cov'nant wherinto he enterd, mighe 
give us tounderitand anough againit the fancic of diſpencing,S.Pawl 
teſtifies that every circumcir d man #t a debtor to the whole law, Gal. 5. or 
els circumciſion 4 in vain, Rom. 2. 25. How vain then, and how prepos 
ſterous malt it need be to exat a circumciſion of the fleſh from an ins 
fant unto an outward figne of purity, and to diſpence an uncircumct» 
fion in the ſoul of a grown man to an inward and real impurity? How 
vain again was that law to impoſetedious expiarions for eyery ſlight 
ſin. of ignorance and error, and topriviledge without penance or di- 
ſturbance an odious crime whether of ignorance or obitinacic ? How 
unjuſt alſo infli&ing death and extirpation for the mark of circums 
ſtantiall purenes omitted, and proclaiming all honeſt and liberall ins 
demnity tothe a of a ſubſtanciall impureneſſe commirted, making 
void the cov'nant that was made again it. Thus if we conlider the 
tenor of the Law, to be circumcig'd and to perform all, not pardon« 
ing ſo muck as the ſcapes of error and ignorance, and compare this 
with the condition of the Goſpel, beleeve and be baptiz'd; Iſuppoſe it 
cannot belong ere we grant that the Jew was bound as ftriftly tothe 
perfarmance of every duty as was poſlible, and therfore could not be 
diſpendt with more then the Chriltians, perhaps mot ſo much, 


CHAP. VII. 
That the Goſpel us apter to diſpence then the Law : Parzus anſwered, 


| then the Law will afford no reaſon why the Jew ſhould be more 
gently dealt with then the Chriſtian, then ſurely the Goſpel can 
afford as little why the Chriſtian ſhould be leffe gently dealt with 
then the Jew. The Goſpel indeed exhorts to higheſt perfeftion, bur 
bears with weakelt infirmity more then the Law, Hence thoſe indul> 
gencies, All cannot receive this ſaying. Every man hath bus aye ift, with 
expreſic charges not to lay on yokes which our fathers cowl nia The 
nature of man ſtill is as weak and yet as hard, and that weaknes and 
bardnefle as unfit and as unteachable to be harſhly uſed as ever. Ibuc 
Caith Parew, thereis a greater portion of Spirit powred upon the Go» 
ſpel, which requires from us perfe&er obcdience. I anſwer, This does 
not prove that theLaw therefore might give allowance to fin more 
then the Goſpel; and: if it were no fin, we know it the work of the Spi- 
rit tO wortifie ozr corrupt deſires and evill enpyyrency 3 but not torootup 

| G3 our 


7 The Dofirme and Diſcipline of Divorce, 
-our naturall affe&ions and difaffetions moving toand fro even'in 
wiſeſt men upon Juſt & neceſſary reaſonswhich were the true ground 
of that Meſaick diſpence, and is the utmoſt extent of eur pleading. 
What is more or leficperfeft we diſputenot, but what is fin or no fin; 
and in that TRill affirm the Law required as perfe& obcdience as the 
Goſpel: beſides that the primecnd of the Goſpel is not fo much to ex= + 
at our obedience, asto reveal grace and the ſatisfaftion of our dif- 
obedience. What is now exadtted from us, it is the accuſing Law that 
does it even yet under the Goſpel] ; but cannot be moreextreme to us 
now, then tothe Jews ofold : for the Law eyer was of vyerks, and the 
Goſpel ever was of grace. 

Either then the Law by harmlefſe and needfall difpences which 
the Goſpel isnow made to deny, muſt have anticipated and excee- 
ded the grace of the Goſpel, or els maſt be found: tohavegiven poli- 
tick and ſuperficial graces without real pardon, ſaying in generall do 
this andlive, and yet deceiving and damning under 4%. nin 
ſound and hollow permisfions, which is utterly abhorring from che 
end of all Law, as hath bin ſhewed. Bur if thoſe indulgences were fafe 
and finles out of tendernes and compasſion, as indeed they were;zand 
yet ſhall be abrogated by the Goſpel, then the Law, whoſe endhis by 
rigor to magnifiegrace;fhall ic ſelf,give grace,and pluck a fair plume 
from the Goſpel, inſtead of haſtuing usthither, alluring'usfvry it: 
And wheras the terror of the Law was as aſervantto ampliſie and 
illuſtrar the mildnefle of grace; now thennmildnefle of Evangelick 
grace ſhall turn ſervant to declare the grace and mildneffe of theri- 
gorousLaw. The Law was harſh to extoll the graceof the Goſpel, 
and noty the Goſpel by a new afte&ed firifnes of herown, ſhalfex+ 
tenuate the grace which her ſelf offers, For by exaQting a duty which 
the Law diſpencyt, if we perform it, then is grace diminiſht,by how 
much performance advances, unlefle the Apoltle argue wrong © 4 
we pertormit not, and perith for notperforming; then are thecon-" 
ditions of grace harder-then thoſe of rigor. Ifehrough Faith andRe- 
pentance we periſh not, yet grace ſtill remains thelefſe, by requiring 
that which rigor did not require, or at leaſt not ſo firialy. Thus 

much- therfore to Parews, that if the Goſpel require perte&er obedi- 
ence then the Law as a duty, itexalts the Law and debaſes it (df, 
Which'is diſhonourable-ro the work of our Redemption. Seting 
therfore that all the cauſes of any allowance that the Jews mighc 
have, remain as well tothe Chriitians, this is a certain rule, that ſo 


long 
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' Jangas tha cauſes remainthealloyvance ought. And having thus 2& 
bengrh enquired thetruth concerning Lavv and-diſpence, their ends; 

their uſcs;their limits, and in vwyhat manner both Jevy and Chriſtian 

ſtands liable tothe one, or capable of the other , vye may ſafely con- 

clhidezthat.toafirmuhe giving of any lavy,or lavv-likedifpence tofin 
far havdnes of heart, is a dod&rineof that extravagance from the ſage 

principles of piety, that vyyhoſo confiders throughly, cannot but ad« 

mire, hovy this hath been digelted all this vyhile. 


Y CHAP. VIIL 
The true ſence how Moſes ſuffered divorce for hardneſſe of beart. 


WY may vve do then toſalve this ſeeming inconfitence 1 
| _ muſt notdiſſemble that I am confident it can be done no 
other vvay. then this. | 

_ Moſes Deut. 24-1. eſtabliſht a grave aud prudent Law, full of moral: 
equiry,tull of due copiideration towards: nature, that carmotbereff» 
ſted; a Law conſenting with the Laws of wiſeſt men and civileſt Na- 
tions, That when a. man. hath maried a wife, if it come topaſle her 
cannot love her by reaſon of ſame dilplealing natural quality: ov an» 
fitnes in ber, let. him write her-a bill of divorce. The'iintent of which 
law undoubtcdly-was this, thatifany good & peaceablemaniſhould: 
diſcover ſome helples diſagreement; or diſlike either ofmind: or bo« 
dy, wherby he.could net cheertally 2 x an theduty-of a-husband} 
without the perpetuall diſſembling of offence and difturbancetehis- 
ſpiritsrather thenits liveuncomfortably and nfnhappily:bothroHin't 
{ck and, to-his.wifg, ratherithem to continue aaderechlares duty 
which he could not peflibly. diſcharge, he might diſmiſlſe her whom: 
he could not tolerably-and-io not. conſcienably retain. Andithis-law 
the, Spiriv of Gad by.the mouthiof Solomon, Pao130.29 23% teftifles to- 
bea good andaneceflary(lawsby granting itthat zhlinodweomun (for 
ſothe. Habrqw word lignities, ratherthen odious:thongh/ipeoumeall 
ta one) bat. a hated-woman-whemnſbe is:maried; is athing thattheearth cane 
zot bear. What follows then but that the charitable Law muſt remedy 
what,pature cannot undergo. Now rhatmany licentious and hard 
hearted mentookholdiokthis.law te cloak their badipurpoſesisnos 
thing ſtrange to belezyve. And theſe were they, not for-whom 
made the Law,(God, forbids, butxyhoſe:hardnes of h:-rtrakingalads 
vantageby this bamhe helditbeerer to ſuffer as y- accident, where. 
. it could.not be deeagQedy rather thempord men fhrouid: looſe their - 1 

| an 
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and lawful! priviledge of remedy : Chriſt therfore having'to anſwer 
theſe tempting Phariſes, according as his cuſtom was,” not' meaning | 
to inform their proud ignorance what Afoſer did in the true intent of 
the law,which they had ill cited,ſuppreſling the true cauſe for which 
Mes gave it, and extending it to every light marter, te)s them their 
own, what fer was forc*r toſuffer by their abuſe of his Law. Which 
is yet more plain if we mark that our Saviour in Matth. 5. cites not 
the Law of Moſes, but the Phariſaicall tradition faſly.gronnded upon 
that law. And in thoſe other places, Chap.19. and ark. 10. the Pha« 
riſes cite the Law, but conceal the wiſe and human reaſon there ex- 
preft ; which our Saviour correfts not in them , whoſe pride deſery'd 
not his inſtruQion, only returns them what is proper to them ; Moſes 
for the bardneſſe of your heart ſuffer d you,that is, ſuch as you to put away 
your wivess and toyou he wrote thus precept for that cauſe, which (to you) 
muſt be read with an impreflion, and underſtood limitedly of ſuch as 
cover'd ill purpoſes under that Law : andit was ſeaſonable that they 
ſhould hear their own unbounded licence rebukt, but not ſeaſonable 
for them tohear a good mans requiſit liberty explain'd. But us he 
hach taught better, if we have cars to hear. He himſelf acknowledg'd 
itto bea Law, ark 10. and being a law of God, it muſt have an un- 
doubted end of charity,whbich may be n#d with a pure heart,a good conſcience, 
and faith unfained, as was heard : it cannot allow fin, but-is purpoſely 
to refit fin, as by the ſame chap. to Timothy — There we learn 
alſo that the Law #: good, if a man uſe it lawfully. Our of doubt then there 
muſtbe. a certain goodin this Law which Aoſer willingly allow'd, 
and there might be an unlawfull uſe made therof by hypocrites; and 
that was ie which Moſes unwillingly ſuffer'd; foreſeeing it in general, 
bur not abletodiſcern it in particulars. Chrift therfore mentions not 
here what 2/oſes and the Law intended : for good men might know 
that by many other rules : and the ſcornfull Phariſes were not fit to 
berold, untill they could imploy that knowledge they had),lefle abu» 
fively. Only he acquaints them with what oſer by them was putts 


er. | 
| CHAP. IX. | | 
The word; of the Inſtitution bow ts be underſtood; and of our S avieurs anſwer 
80 bis Diſciples. £ 


AE rtoentertain a little their overweening arrogance as beſt be- 
ficted,and to amaze them yet furder,becauſe they thought ic no 


Us 
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 \riſtitation which 'Ged-urdain'd in the!'brgjmiing' ladarrettivg 7!) 

- when man and woman-wete both:perfec} , .and could liaverno:cauis. + 
to ſeperare : juſt as inche ſame Chap. the Rands not iocomend with 
the arrogant young man who beafted his obſervance of the-whole 
Law, whether indeed he had kept ic or nor, but skrues him up bigher 
.c0n cask of that perte*tion, which no man is bound ro imitate. Anil 
in like manner -that pattern of che firlt infticucion he tet before 
the, opinionativePhariſes to dazie chem and not ro hiad us. For this 
is ſolid rule, that every command giv'n with a reaſon , binds our 

- obedience nootherwile-chen that reafon holds. Of th's fort was 
charcommand'iin Eden;Therefore Gall amen cleave to his wife and they. 
ſhall be one fleſh: which we (ee1s no abloluce command, but with an 
mference , Therefore : the reaſon then muſt be firſt conſider'd, that. 
our obedience be nor miſ-obedience. The firlt is, for it isnot ſingle, 
becauſe the wiſe is to the hnsband fleſh of bis fleſh, as in the yerſe go- 
ing before. But:chis realon cannor be ſuictenc of ic ſelf ; for why. 
_ then ſhould he for his wife leave his tather and mother, wich whom 
he is farre more fleſh of fleſh and bone of bone as being made of their ſub- 
ance. And beſides jtcan bebur a forry and ignoble feciety of lite, 
whoſe nnfeperable injun&ion depends meerly upon fleth and bones. 
Fherefore we-mult look higher , fince Chciſt himſelf recalls us to che 
beginning , and we ſhall finde that the primitive reaſon of never di- 
-yorcing , was that ſacredand nor vain promileof God to remedy 
mans lonelines by making hims 4 meet help for him, thovgh not noyy in 
perfe@ion, as at firſt , yerftillin proportion aschipgs now are. And 
this is repeated verſ. 20.when all orher creatures were ficly aſſocia- 
red and breught ro Adam, as if che divine power had birin ſome care 
and deep thought , becanſe rhers was not yer found a help meet for mane 
And can we fo flighrly deprefle the all-wite purpoſe of a delibera- 
tingGod, as ifhis conſulcation had prodoc't-no other good far man 
but 'to joyn him wich an accideralt companion of p:opagation, 
which 'his ſudden word had already made- for every beaft ? : nay a 
farre lefſe good ro man it will be found . ite mult ar all ayen: ures 
be faſten'd upon him individually. And: the-etoce even. plain ſence 
and equity ,and, which isaboye them borh, cheall-inte:precing voice 
of Charir y her ſelfe cries loud char thigprimurive reaſon this'ccpſul- 
ted protniſe of God 19'make meet help © isthe ene! y ecaule char gives 
authority to this command of not divercing, 40:be a comman3J. And 
it might be fartheradded , rhar ifche crue definition of a wife were 
askt in good earnef}]; this clauſe being « were betp wourd ſhew oe 
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ſonceſlary , and  efſeatal in thar demonfirative argument, that ir 
mightb2 logically concluded : therefore ſhe who natucally and per- 
pemually is no meer help, can be no wife ; which cleerly cakes away 
che difficulty of diſmiſſi2g luch a one. If rhis be nor though anough, 
Ianſwer yet farder, thac mariage, unlefſe ic mean a fic and tolerable 
mariage, is not inleparab'e neitner by nacuce nor inftiratior. Not 
by nacarce for then choſe Moſaick divorces had binagainft nature, if 
ſeparable and inſeparable be comraries , as who doubts chey be : and 
at is agaialt nacure is agiinit Law , if ſ@undeR Payloſopby abuſe _ 

us not : by this ceckening 4o/es (hould be molt unmoſaick, rhar is, 
moſt illegall., nor to ſay molt nanicurall, Noris it inſeparable by 
che fart inttirution : for then no ſecond inſticucion in the fame Law 
for ſo many cauſes could diflolye It - it being molt naworthy a hy- 
man ( as Plato's judgment is in the fourth booke of his Lawes } mych 
more a divine Law-giver to write two. ſeveral decrees upon the ſame 
ching. Burt wit wonid Plato have deem'd it the one of theſe were 
good ; che ether evill tobe done ? Laſtly, ſappole ic bee inſeparable 
by infticucion, yer in competition with higher rhings, as religion 
andcharity in mainelt matrers , and when thechtefe end is fruſtrate 
for which it was ordain'd, as bath been ſhowa , if till it mult remain 
inſepzrable ic hoids a ſtrange and lawlefle propriety from all ather 
Works of God under heaven. From theie many conſiderations 
we may ſafely gather , that ſo much of the firſt inſtitution as our 
Saviour mentions, for he mentions nor all, was but to quell and pur 
eo non-plus the tempring Phariſes ; and co lay open their ignorance 
and ſhallow onderftanding of che Scriprures. For , ſaith he, have ye 
not read that he which thens at the beginning , made them male aud 
fermmale,and ſaid for this cauſe ſhall a man cleave to his wife ? which thele 
blinduſurpers of Mofes chaire conld not gainſay : as if this (ingle re- 
ſpe& of male and female were ſafficient againtit a chouland incon- 
veniences and miſchuefes, to clogge arationall crearure to his, end- 
tefſe ſorrow unrelinquiſhably , - under the gnilefull Gaperſcciprion of 
his intended ſolace and comfort. - Wharf rhey had thus anſwer'd' 
Maſter , if rhonmeane to make wedlock as iniepatableas it was from 
the beginning, ler ic be made alſoa fit ſaciery, as God meant ir,which 
we ſhall ſoone underſtand it onght co be, if thou recice che whole 
reaſon of the law. Doubtleſſe our Saviour hed applaudedcheir juft 
- anſwer. For then they had expounded rhis command of Paradiſe, 
even as 47:ſ-+ himſelfe expounds ity his lawes of divorce , that 1s, 
with due and wiſe regard had co the premiſes and rears of rhe ficſt 
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'command, according to which , withourunclean and temporizing 
permiſlions he inſtructs usin this imperfet Rate what we way law- 
tully doe abour divorce. 

Buc it it be chonght chat che Deſciples offended at the rigour of 
Chriſts anſiver, couid yer obtain no mitigation of the former {en= 
rence pronoune't to the Phariſes , 1 may be faily anſwer'd , that our 
Saviour continues the (ame reply to tus Diictples , as men leaven'd 
with the ſame caltomary licence , which the Phariſes maintain'd, 
and diſplezs'd at the removing ofa trad.crenall abuſe wherero they 
had (o loog not unwilling'y bin as'd : it was no tim? then to contend 
with their flow an prejudictall belief, 1n a thing wherein an ordinary 
meaſare of light in Scripuuce , with ſome attention might after- 
wards informe them well anongh. And yet ere Chriſt had finiſhe 
this argument , they mighc have picket outof his own concluding 
words, an anſwer more to theic minds, and i n effect the ſame with 
that which hath been all chis while encreating audience. All mer, 
faid he,cannot receive this ſaying ſave they to whom it is gruenghe that us 
able torecerveit let him receive it. What fiying 18 chis which is left to 
a mans choice to receive or noc receive? What but the married life, 
Was our Saviour fo mild and fo favourable to che weaknefle of a 
fingleman, and is herturn'd on the ſudden fo rigorovs and inexora- 
b'e to the diftreſſes and extremities of an ill wedded man? Did hee 
ſo graciouſly give leave to change the bercer fingle life for the worſe 
married lite? Did he open 1o to ns this hazardons and accidentall 
doore of matriage to ſhut upon us like the gate of death without re- 
crafting or returning , withour permitting to change the wort, 
moſt inſupportabie , moſt anchriſtian miſcbance of marriage for all 
the miſchiefes and forrowes that can enſue, being an ordinance 
which was eſpecially giv'a asa cordiall and exhilarating cnp of ſo- 
lace the better to beare our other croſſes and afflitions? queſtion- 
lefle this were a hardheartednefſe of undivorcing , worſe then that in 
the Jewes which they fay'extorred the allowance from oſis , and 
| is meerly diflcnant from all the Dofrine of our Sayiour, Afﬀeet 
theſe conſiderations therefore to take a law out of Paradiſe giy'n in 
time of origivall perfe@tion, and ro take it barely without thoſe 
juſt and equall inferences and reaſons which mainiy eſtabliſh it. nor 
ſo muchas admitting thoſe needfull and ſafe al owances wherewith 
Adoſes himſelte incerprets it to the fa'n condition of war), argues no 
thing in-us but raſhnefſe and eomterwpt of thoſe meanes that Go 
left us in his pureand chaft Law - Fithout which it will npt bs = 
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fiblefor us to performethe ftrit impoſition of this commang/: or 
if weltrive beyondour Rrengch , we (hail ftriveco obay irorher- 
wiſe then God commands it. Anl1 lam2nced experience daily tea- 
chesthe bitcer aa4 vain fruits of chis our preſumption, forcing men 
inathing wierein we are not able'to jaJgecither of their tirength, 
or of ther ſuF:rance. Wom neither &ne vice' or other by nacorall 
addition, bur o12ly marriage rums, which doubtleſſc 1s not the fault 
of that ordinance, to: God gave it asa blefing, nor alwayes.of mans 
miſ-choofing ; irbeing an error aboye wiſdome topreyear, as exam- 
ples of wiſe:t men 6 miltaken manifeſt : 'ir.js the: taulr therefore of a 
peryerie opinton char will have it continn'd in deipite of natnre and 
r2aſon, when indeed it-was nzver truly joyn'd, All thoſe expoſiters 
upon the fifth of 1{athew. confefle the Lay of «7 ofe5 to be the Law 
of che Lord, wherein no addition or diminntion hath place ; yer com- 
ing to the point of divoree; as if they fear'd notrto be call'd leaſt in 
the Kingdome of heav'n , any light evaſion will concent them to re- 
concile chole contraditions which they make berweene Chriſt and 
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T he vain (hift of thoſe who makg the law of divorce to be onely the premi- 
ſerofa ſucceeding law. : - 


& 


'C Ome will have it no Law , but the granted premiſes 'of another 
þJLaw following , contrary to the words of Chriſt, Afark 106. 5. 
and all other tranſlations of graveſt authority, who render it jn form 
of a Law ; agrecableto ALz/ach. 2, 16.4s it is molt ancient ahd mos 
deraly expounded. Beſides the bill of divorce and'the particular 
occalion therein 'mention'd , declares 1t to bee: orderly and legal. 
AnJwhat av ails this ro make the matter more righteous , if ſuca an 
adulterons conlition ſhall be mention'd to build a law upon withour 
either puniſhment , or'ſo much as forbidding; they pretend it is 
implicitly reprovd in theſe words Dent. 24.4. after ſe is defild ; bur 
who ſees not thar this defilement is onely in reſpeR of rerurning to 
her former husband airer an intermixt marriage ; els why was not 
the. defi-ing condition firſt forbid4'n , which would have fav's the 
lahour of this after law ; nor is it ſeemly ot pieoſly ateribured to the 
je of Gd and iis known hatred of fine ; that ſuch a hainons 
ulc as this throvgh all the Law , ſhould be onely wip't with an im- 
piicicand oblique couch ( which yee is falfly ſuppos'd » and _ 
| peculiar 
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peculiar people ſhonld he let wallow in adulcerous marriages almoſt 
,two thouland yeares. for want ofa direct Law to prohibir them ; "cis 
racher.ro, be confidently afſum'q rhar. this was granced to apparent 
 necefiives , as bang, of tinqueſtionalle rigit and reaſon inthe Law 
of nature, In that1t fill paſſes without intubition, ev'n when greateſt 
-cau'e is giv'nus to expett it ſhould be direQly forbidd'n. : 


8 kn C HAP, Xl, (a 
' The ather ſhift of /aying divorce war permitted by Law,bnt not approv d, 
More of the inſtitution,” © ES 
B= is was not approv'd, So much the worſe that ic was allow'd, 
as if fin had over-malterd the wprd of Gad,po conform, her [teddy 
-and trait rule ro fins cragkedneſſe,, which is..impollible, Beliges, 
what necdegda poitive giant of thag wiich was noc apptoyd ? 1t 
'reflrata'd.no liberty to him that could bat uſe a little fraud , it had 
bin betrer filznc'c ,, nnleſſe15 were approv'd-1n fome caſe or other, 
Bur RiV1c,was not approy-d. . M:ferable.excuſers! He w.o doth eyii 
tchatgood may come.ther;by., approves not what he doth , . and yer 
the grand rule forbids him, anJ counts þ# damnztion jult, if hee 
doe it, | The Sorcerelſe 47edeadid nut approve her owne evill do- 
-Ings, yet lookt not to be excps'd for thar 3: ahd it is the conſtant opi- 
nien of P/azo Protagoras and: other ofhis dialegues agreeing with 
thatproyetbiall lencence among the Greebes , that no wan 4 wicked 
willingly : Which alfo the Peripatericks do, rather diſtinguiſh then de- 
by. What great thankethen if any man reputed wile and confanr, 
will neither doe nor permit others under his charge to doe thac 
Which hee approves fot, eſpecially in matter. of Enne.  Buc for a 
Judge, but tor a Magiſtrate and Shepheard ofhis people to ſurren- 
derup h1s approbarion againſt law and his own judgement to the 0bſti. 
nacie of bis heard , what more tun-Indge-1:ke more un-Magiſtrate - 
like, and in warre more an-commander- like 2 Twice ina ſhoretinge 
it was the gndoing of the-Romrn Stace, firſt when Pompey, next when 
Marcus Brutxs had not magnanimity anough- but to make ſo pobre 
aretignarion of what they approv'd. to what the boiſterous 7rj- - 
banes and Souldiers bawl'd for. . Twice it as the ſaving of cwo he f 


greateſt Common-wealths in che world; of &rheyr by 7 hemsfoetes at 

the Sea fight of Se/amis; of Romeby Fabixe aximm inthe Þanick 

warre, for that theſe + wo matchleflie Generalls bad the fortizude at 

howe againſt che raſhnes anq the clamours of their own Captaines 

and confederates towithſtand rhe —_ or permitting of what "= 
| 3 cou! 
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could not approvein rtheduty of their great command. Thus farre 
of civill prudence. Bnt when we.ſpeake of finne, ler os look again 
upon the old reverend Ei; who 1n his heavie puniſhmenr found no 
difference berweene the doing and permitting of what he did noc ap- 
prove. If hardneſſe of heart 1n the people may be aty excuſe, why 
then is P5/ar branded throughall memory ? Hee approv'd not what 
he did, he openly proteſted , he waſh his hands and labeured nor a 
little, ere he would yeeid to the hard hearts of a whole people, both 
Princes and plebeians importuning and tumalting evy'n to the feare of 
a revolt, Yet is there any will undertake his cauſe? If therefore Pilar 
for ſoffering bur onea& ofcruelty againſt law, though with much 
unwillingnetſe teftify'd, ar the violent demand of a whole Nation; 
ſhall Rand fo black uponrecord to all poſterity ? Alas for _ 
what ſhall we fay for him , while we are caught to beleeve he ſuffer'd 
not one a& onely both of cruelty and uncleanneſſe in one divoree, 
bur made ic a plain and iafting law again law whereby ten thouſand 
aRs acconnted both crnell and unclezne , might be dayly commirred, 
—_— $ without the leaſt ſuic or perition of chepeople that wee can 
read of. 

And can we conceive without vile thoughts, that the Majeſty and 
holines of God could endure ſo many ages to gratifie a lubborne 
people in the pra&tice of a foul polluting fin,and could he expe they 
ſhould abſtaine, he nor fignifying his mind in a plainecommand , as 
ſuch time eſpecially when he was framing cheir laws and them to 
all poſſible perfeRtion ? Bur they were to 160k back ro, the firtt inſti- 


' ention, nay rather why was not thac individall inſtitution brought 


ont of Paradiſe, as was that ofthe Sabbath , and repeated inthe 

dy of theLaw, that men might have underſtood ic to be a com- 
mand? for that any ſentence that beares the reſemblance of a pre- 
cept , ſerthere ſo our ofplace inanorher world at ſuch a diſtance 
$om the whole Law, and not once mention'd there, ſhonld be an 
ebliging command to ws, is yery diſputable, and perhaps it might be 
deny'd to be 2 command without further diſpute : however, it come - 
mands not abſolutely , as hath bia clear'd, bur onely with reference 
co that precedent promiſe of God, which 1s the very ground of his 
inftirution > ifthat appeare not in ſome tolerable ſort, how can wee 


" *affirem ſach a marrimony co be the ſame yrhick God infliraced. In 
foch an accident ir will beſt behoye onr ſoberneſle co follow rather 


*-what moral $54 prefcriber _ onr ftrepgth, then fondly co 
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T he third ſhift of them who efteem it a meere judicial Law. Prov'd again 
to be a Law of moral equity, 


| Nother while it ſhall ſuffice them, chat it was not a Wora! but 2 
{ A judicial Law,and fo was abtogated.Nay rather not abrogated, be- 
cauſe judiciall : which Law the minictery of Chriſt came nor to deal 
with. And who pur it in mans power to exempt, where Chriſtſpeaks 
ingenera!l ofnot abrogating/he leaſt jor or tittlc,and in ſpecial not thac 
of divorce, becauſe it follows among thoſe Laws, which he is'd 
exprelly not to abrogate, bur co vindicate from abuſive traditons * 
which is moſt eyidencly to be ſeen in the 16 of Luke, where this catt- 
tion of not abrogating is inſerted immediatly , and not otherwiſe 
then purpoſely, when no other point of Law is toucht , but that 
of divorce. And if we mark the 35. verſe of 1Zat.thes; he there cites 
not the Lay of Moſes , bur the licencious Gloſle which tradne'c the 
Law; that therefore which hecired, that he abrogared, and nor only 
abrogared but difallow'd and flatly condemn'd , which could not be 
the Law of Moſes, forchat had bin feulely tothe rebukeof his great 
ſervant, Toabrogate a Law made with Gods allowance, had biato 
tell us onely that ſuch a Law was now to ceaſe: but to refute ic with an + 
ignominions note of ciyilizing adultery, cafts the reproof, which was 
meant onely eo thePhariſees,cynuponhim whar-made the Lay: Bur 
yet if that be jydicial which belongs ro'a civill Contr; this Law 8 
leſſe judicial then nine of the ren Comm andements; for anriquaries 
affirme ehat-divotces proceeded among the Jews without knowledge 
of the Magiſtrate, only with hands and eales under the teſtimony of 
ſomeRabbies to be then preſent. :Perkins ina Treatiſe of Conſcience 
grams, that what in the judicial Law is of common equity, binds al» 
ſo the Chriftian, And hoy to judgeof ehis, preſcribes a wayes. It 
wiſe Nations have enated ihe like decree, Or if it maintaintheg 
of family, Chnreh. or Common-wealth, This therefore isa pure mo= 
rfl economical Law,tos haftily nnpured of toleraring fin; being rather 
 faclecreianttureand reaſon. that it was left to a mans own arbitre- 
"ment tO be derormin'd berry cen God and his own conſcience ; not 
only among the Jews, but ia every wiſe nation; the reſtraint wherof, 
who 1s not teethick fighted,, may fee how hurefull and diftraRiye it 
1s ro the houſe, the Church and Cemmon-wealth. And that power 
which Chrift never rooke from themafter of family , bur retify'd 
oncly Wa right and wary uſe ac home ; charporeer the undiſcerning 
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Canonift hath iwproperly-uſurpt into his Courr-leer , and beſcrib- 
bi'd with a thonfand rifliys impertinencies ,- wich yet bave 'fill'd 
the life of man with (erious trouble. andcalamity. Tec grant it were . 
of old a judiciall Law, it need not be the lefſe morall for that, being 
converſant, as it is, abottt vertue oryice, And our Saviour diſputes noc 
heer the judicatnre , for that was not hisoilice , bur the mortality of 
.diyorce, whether it be adaltery or co, if therefore he rouch the law of 
Afaſes at all, he ronches the moral part thereof , which is abſard co 
imagine that the cov'nant of grace ſhould reforme the exa@ and you 
feit law of works, ecernall _ immutableg or ifhe couch nor the Law 
2call, then is zot the allowance theraof difallow'd to us. 


6T3" . ic; - e 80 == 20 
The ridiculens opinion that divorce was permitted from the cuſtors iv: /E- 

gIpt. That Moſes gave rot this Law umvillingly. Perkins confyſſes 

this Law was not abrogated. 
& are ſo ridiculous as to allege that this licevceof divorcing 
ALF was giro them becauſe they were ſo accuſtom'd in Egypt. Asit 
anill cuftome were to be kepe to all pettecicy ; for the diſpenſation 1s 
both gaiverſall and of timennlimired , and fo indeed no diſpenſation 
arall; for the over-dated diſpemſation ofa thing -unlawfull, ſerves 
fot:nathing bur co. increaſe hardnefle of heart -, and makes men bur 
wex. More incerrigible , which were 2 great reproch tobe ſaid of 
aty Law-or allowance that God ſhou'd give us. Inthe'e opinions 
it wonld be more Rellgion io adviſe well, left we make our ſelyes 
jaſterchen God, byeenfuring refhly-thac forfin which his nnſpot- 
ted Laew withour relnikesallowes, and his people-withour being con- 
{ions of diſpleafing him have ns'4. ' And if we can thinke fo of Moſes, 
2s that the Jewiſh obſtinacy could compel} him to wrice ſuch 199- 
pare permiſſiens, againit the word of God and ary -owne j ent, 
dontsles ic washis: pare eo have progeſied publickly what irate he 
was driv'n to, andcohavedepierd his confcience when-ke gave avy 
Law agammſt-bis mind; for the Lay is the rouch-ffene-of Knueand of 
conſcience ,, : wult not be jntermixe wich corrupr indulgences ;_ for 
then ir looſes the greateſt praiſe ir has , of being certainand- infali- 
ble , 'noc leading inro error; a5 the Jewes weacted by ths comj- 


vence of Mofes if it werea convene. 1 But fil cheyRy back co the 
primitive inſticgtion. , and wonld bave ns re-enter Paradiſe againſt 
the ſword that guardvir; Whom I again thns reply rs, that the place 
arſe muriage, with 
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an interdi&t of ever divorcing fuch a union ; but where natureis dif- 
cover'd to have never Jayn'd indeed, but yechemently ſecks topart, ic 
cannot be there concejv'd that Cod forbids it ; nay.he commands it 
both inthe Law and inthe ger on Malachy, which is to be our rule. 
Ahd/Pe&#kinr upon this chap. of Mzth. deals plainlygthat our Saviour 
heerconfutes not Moſer Law, but. the falſe ofoffes that deprav'd' the 
Law; which being true, Perkins muſt needs grant,that ſomthing then 
i5 lefrto that lawwhich Chriſt faund no fault with 3; and what can 
that be bit the conſcionableuſe of ſuch, libertyas the plain words im- 
port? $6 that by his own inference,Chrilt did not abſolutely intend to 
reſtrain all divorces tothe onely cauſe of adultery. This therefore is 
the true ſcope of our Saviours will, that he who looks upon the law 
concerhing divorce, ſhould Todk alſo back ypon the firkt inſtitution, 
that hemay endeavour whar is perfeCeſt: and-he that looks upon the 
inſtitution fhould not refuſe as finfull and unlawfull thoſe allowances 
which God affords himin his following Law , leſt he make himſelf 
purer then his maker; and profarping above ſtrength, lip into tempta» 
rtons irrecoverably. For this is wonderfull, that in all thoſe decrees 
concerning mariage, God thonld never once mention the prime inſti- 
rution todiffyadethem from divorcing ; and that he ſhould - forbid 
ſmaller fins as oppoſite to the hardnefſe of their hearts, and let this 
adulterons matter of divorce paſſeever my, 145g 
This is aHfo'to be marvelled, that ſeeing Chriſt did not condemn 
whatever it was that 2oſer ſuffered, and that therupon the Chriſtian 
Magiſtrate permits ufury and open ftews, and here with us adultery 
to be ſo ſlightly punifht, which was puniſht by death to theſe hard 
hearted Jews, why we fhonld ſtrain thus at the matter of divorce, 
which may ſtand ſo much with charity to permit, & make no ſcruple 
to allow ufury efteem'd to beſo much againſt charity.But this it is to 
embroile our ſelves againſt the righteous and alkwiſe Judgements 
and Statutes of God; which arc not variable and contrarious, as we 
would make them, one while permitting and another while forbid- 
ding, but are moſt conftamt and molt harmonious each to other. For 
* how canthe uncorrnpt & majeftick Law of God, bearing in her hand 
the wages of life and death, harbour ſach a repugnance within her 
ſelf, as to require an ufiexempted and impartiall obedience to all her 
decrees, cither from ug or from our Mediator, and yet debaſe her ſelf 
| tofaulter ſo many ages with circumcis'd adulteries, by unclean and 
| | flubbering permiſſions. 
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That Bcza's opinion of regulating ſax by apoſtolick Jaw, cannot be ſonnd. 
Y Et Bez#'s opinion is that a. politick Law, but what politick Law 

- I know not, unlefle one of Hatchiave?s, may regulate fin; may 
hear indeed, I grant, with imperfefion for a time, as thoſe Canons 
of the Apoſtles did in ceremoniall things: bur as for ſingthe eflence of 
it cannot conſiſt with rule; and if the law fall to regulate ſin, aud not 
to take itutterly away, it neceſſarily confirms and eſtabliſhes fin. To 
make a regularity of fin by law, cither the law muſt traiten fin into 
no fin, or fi mult crook the Jaw into nolaw. The Judiciall law can 
ſerve to noothet end then ta bethe proteftor and champion of Reli- 
gion and honeſt ciyYity, as is ſer down painly, Rom. 13. andis but the 
arm of morall law, which can no mop ſeparate from juſtice 'then 
Juſtice from vertue : their office alſo in a different manner ſteers the 
ſamecours ; the one teaches what is good by precept,the other un- 
teaches what is bad by punifkmene.. Bur, it we give way to politick 
diſpenſations of kewd unclcannefle;the-fixſt good conſequence of ſuch 
a relaxe will be the juſtifying of Papal ſtews, Joyn'd with a toleration 
of epidemick whordom. Juſtice. mult reyplt from the end of her au- 
thority, and become the patron of that wherof ſhe was created the 
panither. The example of uſury which is commonly alleg'd, makes 
againſt the allegation which it brings, as I touch'd before. Beſides 
that uſury,ſo muck as is permitted by the Magiftrate,and demanded 
with common cquity,is neither againſt the word of God,nor the rule. 
of charity, as hath bin oftcn diſcus't by men of emincnt learning and 
indgement. There muſt betherefore ſome other example. found our 
toſhew us wherein civill policie may with warrant from God ſettle 
wickednes by law,and make that lawful which is lJawlelſe, Although 
I doubt not but upon deeper conſideration, that which istruein Phy- 
fick, will be found astrue in policie : that agof bad pulſes thoſe that 
beat moſt in order,are much worſe then thoſe that keep the moſt inor- 
dinat circuit, ſo of popular vices thoſe that may be committed legal- 
ly,will be more pernicious then thoſe that are ſefr to their own cours 
at peri)], not under a tinted priviledge to fin orderly and regularly, ' 
which is an implicit contradifion, but under duc »4id fearleſle exe- 
ctition of puniſhment. | 

The politicall law, fince it cannot regulate vice, is to reſtrain it, by 
uſing all means to raot it ont: bur if it ſuffer the weed to grow up to 

any 


a 
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any pleaſurable or contented height upon what pretext ſoever, ic 


faltens the root, it prunes and dreflcs vice, as if it were a good plant. 
Let no man doubt therfore to affirm that it is not ſo hurttull or dif- 
honourableto a Com mon=-wealth, nor ſo much to the hardning of 
hearts,when thoſe worſe faults pretended eo befcard are committed, 
by whoſo dares under {tri& and executed penalty, as when thoſe 


 leffle faults tolerated for fear of greater harden their faces, not their 


hearts only,under theproteion-of publick authority. For what lefle 


indignicy werethis , therr as if Juſtice her {elf the Queen of vertues, 


deſcending from her [cepter'd royalty, inſtead of conquering, ſhould 


compound and treat with fin her eternall adverſary and rebell, upon 
ignoble terms. Or as if the judiciall Law were like thatuntrutty ſte- 
wardiin the Gofpel, and inſicad of calling in the debts of his morall 
maſter, ſhould give out ſubtle and fly acquictances to keep himſelf 
from begging. Orlet us perſon him like ſome wretched itinerary 


Judge, whoto gratifie his delinquents before him , would let them 


baſcly break his head, leſt they thould pull him from the bench, and 
throw him over the barre. Unleſle we had rather think both morall 
and Judicial full of malice and deadly purpoſe conſpir'd to. let 'the 
debtorlſraclitethe ſeed of Abrahams run on upon a banckrout ſcore, 
flattered with inſufficient and inſnaring diſcharges, that ſo he might 
be haled toa more crucll forfeit for all the indulgent arrears which 
thoſe judiciall acquitments had ingaged hiov.in- No no, this cannot 
be, thatthe Law vyhoſc integritic and fairhfulnefle is next to God, 
ſhould be cither the ſhamelefle broker of our impunities , or the in- 
tended inſtrument of our deltrution. The method of holy correftion 
{ach as becamethe Common-yvealth of Tjrae/zis not to bribe fin vvich 
£in, to capitulate and birequr ene crime yvith. another; : but wvith 
more noble and gracefull ſeverity; then Popzling the Roman legal uſed 
vvith Antiocm,tolimit and levell out the Firef vvay from vice to vers 
rue vvith ftraiteſt and exaQeſt lines on either fide, not vvinding,or 
indenting.ſo much as to the right hand of fair pretences. Violence ins 
decd and inſurreQion may forcetheLavy toi tuffter. yvhat- it cannot 
mend; but to vvrite a decree in allovvance of {in.asſoon canthehand 
of Juſtice rot off, Let this be ever concluded as a truth that vvill out- 
live the faith of thoſe that ſeek to bear it dovvn. 
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IP Z ga CHAP. XV. : 

.' I That divorce wat not giv n for wives only, at Beza andP arztis write. More of 

\' ne WR hn one 
= i 1 | Atty, if divorce were granted,as Beta and others ſay,not for met: 
# but to releaſe afflifted wives ; certainly it is not only a diſpenſa- 


tion, but a moſt mercifull Law: and why it ſhould not yet bein force, 
being wholly as needfull, I know not what can be in cauſe but ſenſe- 
lefle cruelty: Pat yer to ſay, divorce was gratited forrelief of wivesz 
rather then of husbands, is but weakly conjeftur'd, and is manifeſt 
the cxtreme ſhift of a hndd!1'd expoſition. Whenas ir could not be 
found how hardneffe of heart ſhould belciſen'd by liberty of divorce; 
a fancy was devis'd to hide the flaw by commenting that divorce was 
| wes only for the help of wives. Palpably uxorious | Who cap 

ignorarit that woman was created for man, and not man for wo- 
man; and thar a husband may be injur'd as inſufferably in mariage 
a3 a wife. What an injury is ir after wedlock not to be belov'd, what 
£0 be ſlighted, what to be comendad with in point of howſe-rule who 


ſhall be rhe head, not for any parity of wifdome, for that were ſome- 
W thing reaſonable, bur out of a femate pride. I ſafer nor ſaith S. Pax, 
| the wonean to uſhrÞ anthority over the man. If ot re conld nor fi 
f it, into what mon{d is he mortif9d that can? Solomon ſaith that abad 
1188 wife is ts her harband, as totrnneſſe to bk borits,/s eonvinuell Grd vp] © Mas 
| NY dwell in x corne? of the haze top, or in the wildemes then with fach a one: 
| Who fo bideth ber hideth the wind, and one of the fonre miiſchief7 that the earth 
cant bear. If the Spirit of God wrote ſuch aggtavarions as theſe,and 
\ as may begueſt by chefe fimilieudes, counſels themin rather to' dE 
vorcothen to live which a eoltegne, andy ofithe orher fde exr* 
$nothing of the wiverſaffetingivith a bud hitband ; 1s it not | 
molt likely that God tr his Law had more pitty towards man 'rhns 
wedlockt, rien towards the woman that was created for anorker- 
The-fame Spirit relates tons the'e6urs which the tier and'Perfbane 
cook by occafior of Yoth?, whoſe 'treer detiiall to comeat her hnſs 
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1 bands ſeridiag loft her the bemg Queen any longer,” 41d fet up a 

| 

wholom Law, that every man fhontd bear rule in his own hou. And "the 

b- divine relater ſhews us not the left figne of difhiki ha dotte: 

3 : XX Hgne mg what was E; 
| \ how ſhould he ? if X5ſes long before was nothing lefle mindfull of the 
. kononrtnd preeminence due to man. So that to ſay divorce was 
| 4 granted for woman rather then man, was but fondly invented. 
[lf Eſteeming 
| NR 
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Reſt er'd to'the good of both Sexes, - St 
Efecming therfoteto have afferted thus an injur'd law of 24ſts from 
the unwarranted and guilty natne of a diſpenſation, to be again a 
moſt equall and. requitkte law, we have the word of Chrift himſelf, 
 thathecarhe not to altereheleaſttittle of ir; and fignifies no ſmall 
diſpleaſure againſt him that ſhall teach to do ſo. On which relying, I 
ſhall not much waver to affirm, that thoſe words which are made ts 
intimate, as if they forbad all divorce but for adultery (though Afo- 
ſer have: conſtituted- otherwiſe) thoſe words tak'n clrcamiaipey , 
without regard to any precedent law of Xoſes or atteſtation of Chriſt 
himſelf, or without care to preſerve choſe his fandamentall and fupe- 
riorlaws of nature and charity , te which all other ordinances give 
up their ſeal ,are as much againſt plain equity, and the tneroy of re« 
ligion, as thoſe words of Take, eat, this #4 my body, clemenitally undet< 
ſtood, are againtt naturcand ienſe. Yo 2A 91S 3 SOR 
And ſurely the reftoring of this degraded law, hath well recom= 
penc't thediligence was us'd, by enlightning us further to. find out 
wherfore Chriſttook off the Phariſes from alleging the Jaw; and re« 
ferr'd them to the firſt inſtitution, not condenining,alkring, or abo- 
liſhing this preceptof divorce, whichis plainly-moraly for that were 
again his truth,bispromiſe,and his prophetick office 3 bat knowing 
how fallacioufly they fad cited, and conceaP'd the particular and na« 
curall reafon oftheLaw, that they might jaſtifie any froward -reafon 
of their ownyhelets gorhar ſophiliry untonvinettyfor that had bin to 
teach them etſe, which his purpoſe was nor. And fince they had tak'n 
a tiberty which-the law gave nor, he amuſes and repels their tempt» 
ing pride with a perfettion of Paradiſe, which the law requird not; 
riot therby to oblige our performance ro that whertothe hav wever 
ehjoy iv d the fol'n eſtzee ofmant 5 for if rhe firſt Inflitmion muſt make 
wettockwhueever bapptn;inſopareblerous,:it my make it alto as 
powell as __ helpfull; and as comfortable, as: Gord promig'd ir 
d be,atleaſt in ſorne Gegree; othorwiſe it is notoquall or pu 
tienablero the ſtrempthrofanan, thar Hefhonld be\reduc't into ſack 
mifiohbicbontdsxohirallgrod tiſergat dl the other conditions of 
that covinant be manifeſtly alter'd. 30 | 
rene abi rf 7 14 OB APA INV: 2 | 
Howto bo underſtood 1m they muſt be oref1fÞ © and how thro hoſt whore Gd 
' burbgapet anſnodd 108 fiander, (2 00 IL 000 T900 
iT Dxt he Garnet rhemaſt bebne Buſh, which, when all coonjeftaring is 
x don, wil be fonnd ts import no-more but to make legitim wy 
I 3 an 
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and good the carnall a&, which cls might ſeem to have ſomthing of 
llationin it : And inferrs thus much over,that the fit union of their 
ouls be ſuch as may even incorporate them to love and amity ; but 
that can never be where no correſpondence is of ther minde ;nay ins 
ficad of being one flc{b,they will be rather two. carkafſeschain'd uns 
naturally together; or as it may happ'n,a living ſoul bound eo a dead 
corf1sa-puniſhment too like that inflifted by the 'tyrant Hezentingg 
ſo little worthy to be recciv'd as that remedy of lonelinefle which 
God meant us. Since we know it is not the joyning of another body 
will remove lonelineſle, but the uniting of another compliable mind, 
and chat it isno bleſſing bur a torment, nay a baſe and bratiſh condi- 
tion to be oneficſh, unlelle where natnre can in ſome nature bx a uni- 
ty of diſpolizion. The meaning therefore of theſe words, For this cauſe 
foal 4 man leaue bis father and bis mother and ſpall cleave to bus wife , was, 
ficſt to ſhew.us the deer affeQtion which naturally grows in every not 
unnaturall mariage,evn tothe leaving of parents, or other familia«- 
rity whatfocyerincxt, it Juſtifies a man inſodoing, that nothing is. 
done undutitully.co father or mother. : But he that ſhould be [here- - 
fternly commanded tocleave to: his error, a:diſpohtition which to his 
he finds will never ciment a quotidiatt of ſorrow and diſcontent in 
his houſe, let us be excus'd to pauſe a little and bethink us every way 
round cre welay ſuch a:flat foleciſme upon the gracious,and certain=: 
ly not incxorable, not ruſhlefie and flinty ordinanceof-rhariage: , For. 
if the meaning of thele words muſt be thus blockt- up within! their- 
own letters from all equity and fatr deduQion, they will ſerve then 
well indeed their turn,who affirm divorce to have been granted only 
for wives; whenas we ſ{ce no word of this text binds women, but men: 
only, what it binds. -Nomaryelt then if Solomith filter to Herod, ſenta, 
writ of caſc to C:ſtobarus her husband; whichzas Joſephas there attelis, 
was lawfull only to men. No marvyell though Placid:s the filter ot-Ho-. 
worzz threatin'd the like to Earl Conftantiwe,for a triviall cauſe as Pho» 
2ix« relates from Olympiodoris.No miarvell anything if letters matt be- 
turn'd into paliſadoes to ſtake qurall requibtteſende/from-extring to 
their duce enlargement. "I SHOT -' offs 
Laſtly, Chrilthimſelf tes who ſhould not be put aſnnder, namely, 
thoſe whom God bath jayn'd, A plain ſolution of this great conuo=- 
verfie,if men would but uſe their eyes; for when is it that God way 
be ſaid to joyn, when the parties and their friends conſent? wp = of 
cy 


ly, for that may concur tolewdelt ends. Or js it when Churches 
| are 


* Refter dto the good of both Sexes, * Go 
are finifhe? Neitherzfor the efficacie of thoſe depends upon the preſup- 
poſed fitnefle of either party. Perhaps, after carnall knowledge? Leaſt 
of all; for thax may joyn perſons whom neither law nor naturedares 
Joyn-tis left, that only then, when the minds are fitly diſposg'd, and 
enabFd tomaintain acheerfull converſation, tothe ſolaceand love 
of cach other, according as God intended and promis'd in the very 

/firft foundation of matrimony, I will make him @ help meet for him 3 for 
ſarely what God intended and promis'd, that only ean be thought to 
be his Joyning, and not the contrary. Solikewiſe the Apoſtle witneſ- 
ſeth; 1 Cor. 7.15. that in — God hath call'd us to peace. And doubt- 
lefle in what reſpe& be hath call'd us to mariage, in that alſo he hath 
joyn'd us. The reft whom either difproportionor deadnefle of ſpirit, 
or ſomthing diftaftfall and averſe in the immutable bent of nature 
renders conjugall, error may have joyn'd;but God never joyn'd a- 
gainft the meaning of his own ordinance. : And ifhe joynd them not, 
then is there no power abovetheir own conſent to hind :r them from 
unjoyning, when they cannot reap the ſobreſt ends of being rogether 
inany tokerableſort. Neither can it be ſaid properly that ſuch twain 
were everdivorc't, but onely parted from eachother, astwo perſons 
unconjun&ive and -noets"s. f © together. But if , whom God hath 
made a fithelp, forwardnefle or private injuries hath made unfit,that 

© being theſecret of mariage God can betrer judge then man, neither 
is manindeed fit-or able to decide this matter; however. it: be, un» 

doubtedly-a peacefull divorce is a leffe evil, and lefle inſcandall then 

a hateful hardhearted and deſtruRive continuance of mariagein the 
judgement of X2oſes and of Chrift, that juſtifies him in chuſing the 
lefle evil, which it it were an honeſt and civill prudence in the law, 
what is there in the Goſpel forbidding ſuch a kind of legallwiſdom, 
though we ſhould admit the common Expoſiters. | 


| CHAP. XVII. 

The ſentence of Chriſt concerning divorce how to be expounded. What Grotins 
_ bathobſervd.. Other additions. - Y kt 
Hans thas unfolded theſe ambiguous reaſons, wherewith 

-o& Chriſt,as his wont was,gaveto the Phariſes that cameto ſound 
him, ſuch an anſwer as they deſerv'd,it will not be un*allc to explain 
the ſentence it ſelf now that follows ; Whoſoever ſpall put away bit 
wife, except it be for fornication, and ſball marry another, -committeth adu'= 
zery. Firk therfore Iwill ſer down what is obſery'd by; Gratizs upon: 
this 
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this point man of general learning,Nexs Iproduce what mine own 
thoughts gave me, before I had ſeeh his annocatibns-Origen, ſaith he, 
notes that Chriſt naw'd adyleery rather ag oncexample of othet like 
caſcs, then 46 one only. exception And that it is frequent, uet in 
human but in divine Lays, toexpreſit one kind of faR,wherby © 

cauſes of like nature may have the like plea : as Exod-21.18,19,20,26. 
Deaxt. 19.5- And from the maxitns of civil Law he ſhews that ex'nin 
ſharpeſt penal laws;the fame. reaſon hath the ſameright; and inent 


ler Laws; that from like cauſes telikeghe Law incerprets tightly But 
it may be vbjced, ſaith he, that nothing deſtroys the 'of wed» 


lock {@ much as adultery. To which he anſwers, that matiage was 
not ordain'd only for copulation, but for mutuall help and- comfort 
of lite; and if we. mark dil encly the nature of our Sayicurs-com» 
mands,wic {ball fiid that both their beginning and. their end cobfiſts 
in charity ; whoſe will isthat we ſhould ſo be good to others, as that 
we benot cruell td our ſelyes, And hence it appears why Adarke;and 
Like,and S. Pal tothe Corir. mentioning this precepe of Chrilt, adde 
no exception::beeauſe exceptions that ariſe from natutdNl-oquity, are 
mncluded filently urider generall terms cit would be confider'd ther» 
fore whether the fame equity niay not have place inother caſes lefſe 
frequent. Thus farre he. From hence, is what I adde-: firſt, that this 
ſayingof Chriſt, as it is uſually expounded, can be no law ar all, that 
a man for no cauſe ſhould ſeparate but for adultery,extept itbe aſus» 
pernaturall law, not binding us as we now are had it binthig law of 
nature, either the Jews, or ſome other wiſe and civill nation would 
have preſtit :orlet it be ſo ; yet that law Dezt. 24. 1. whereby a man 
hath leave to part, when as forjuſt and naturall cauſe diſcoverd he 
cannot love,is a law ancienter, and deeper ingraynin blameles na+ 
ture then the other : therfore the inſpired Law=giver Afoſes took care 
that this ſhould be ſpecified and allowed : the other he let yaniſh in 
filence,not once repeated in the volume of his law, even as the reaſon 
of it vaniſht with Paradiſe. Secondly, this can be no new command; 
for the Goſpel enjoyns no new morality,ſave only the infinitenlarge- 
ment of charity, which in this reſpe& is called the new Commandes 
ment by S. Fohn 5 as being the accompliſhment of every comman 
Thirdly, It is no command of perfe&ion further then it partakes of 
charity , which is the bond of perfe&ion. Thoſe commands therfore 
which compe)} us to ſelf cruelty aboye our ſtrength, ſo hardly will 
help forward to perieRtion, thatthey hinder and fex backward in = 
| the 
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be diverc's, not that every motion ofa jealous mind ſhou'd be regar= 
ded , ' but that ir ſhould norbe- exated roprove all things by the yiſi- 
bility of Lawyvicneffing ,- or els to hoog-wink the mind :tor the law 
is not able 16 de of cieſe — by the rule of equity , and by 
etmitring a wiſe man to walke the middle way of p:ndent cir- | 

1 1, neither wretchedly jealous; nor fiupidly. and tamely 
atiefit. To this purpoſe hach Groziav in his nores, He ſhews alſo that 
fornication is tak'n 1 Scripture for ſuch « comiauelt headtirung be- 
havioar ,'as tends to plain contempt of the husband : and proves it 
otit ef Judges rg. 2. Where the Levices wiſe is ſaid to haye plaid rhe 
whoort againſt him ; which Joſephus and the Seprwagine , with the 
Cheld;ns ,- interpret onely of fiubbornefſt and rebeliton againſt frer 
hwband : and to this 1 addechert Ximechiand the two ether Rabbies 


whogloſfe the text , ate fn che ame opinion , Ber Gerſomm reaſons, 
that nd it bin whoordome, a Jew anda Levite would have difdain'd 
to fttch her again; Abd chis I hall contribute , thar'had* it beetie 
whoerdome, -fhe would have choſen iny other place to ran'ro; then 
to her fathers honſe, it wag infamous for an Hebrery woman to 


f - 


ploy ſoopprobriomto the patents. Fornication then 
th vdprs igunderflood for ftubborn diſobedience 

peirift-che hisband and nor for aflnltery. A fin of that ſudden aRti- 
ity as to be glready committed , when no more is done, -but onely 
look: unchaſtly : which yee I wonld beloath to judge worthy a di- 
voree ,- chongh fn our Savionrs langtage it becall'dadaltery, Ne- 


venhel:fle- when palpable. and frequenc fignes are giv'n , -the law of 
Ood, Waws;” 5; irgeve way > the jllotheat thu; 6 LA 
woman'fer before the ſanAttary with her head mncover'd' ,' was ad- 
jurdby the Prieft to ſwear whether ſhe were falie or rio ; and con- 
frain'd todrink that bitrey water with an updoubted curſe of ratten- 
wiſe and tym9p any to follow , unlefle ſhe were inhocent?” And the jea- 
lons man had nor þ -quillefſe befors Gog), 0rſedwl -ticleftyerſe, 
is Having ſach 4 fictions iÞ his head,” Hee ſhonldihegieRthis trial, 
whictrif to this day 1rbe not to be us'd, or be 'thonghrupuheette: 


that many "adulrerans dermeanours which are'of Jewd: 
exitiple, Way be held fafficſent rofhcurte'a divacce ," ; 
7e lth hath dot been ptoy'd. Xnd feviny the genierofity” robe 
tion it'd, 25 to2660une no. teprodch mort abotninable,; then tobes 
nick-ma/tthehobandof an aduftrefe,” thatout law ſhoulg het be, 
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 fifferance, is omrbubarowunskilulneſſe,” nor conſidering that the 


law: howdb*'exai; xray 3 ro.dir 'eftirriition b- the.tnjn- 
iy. And ifictanlt be luffer'q ri11 the ute viribly provid? 14 a/orvon 
himſelfe whoſe judgement 'will be granted co ſarpaſſethe acureneiſe 
ofany Canonift, confetles', Proi40:1 59.20: that for rhvaRt if advire- 
ry-i0'is 28 viſficule to be fognd a2 rhe Hack, f as Engle {p1be win,or thy 
way of '« ſip anithi Sex': 6'thata tn tay be pit! coummanily indigo» 
ries; erg ipbe found 6ut” This thetefore rity hee enough co inform 
us, that divorfive adu'rery is wor; limited by ont Saviour to the wt- 
moſt aſt , and chat ro be atreftedywayes by eye wictieſſe , bnetm 
Os cls a oy ons 5 which either plain 
eoadulcery, of givefoeh projfitmprion, whereby (enfiblomen may 
fulp& :the deed to be br way wy ingot the ratherwmay: bee 
thought , in that bur Savioar ev to uſe'the word Fornication, 
which word is found co Fignifie ether matrimonall cran{greſfions 
of mainbreactt 16-char covhant beſes-afnal] adultery, | For that 
finge needed tov the rid farve of thvoree; but of deathiiby the Lary, 
whith wis aQivedv'e cilithens\by ther examplecF the woman takin 
in adultery ; or if the Law had been dormatit, our Saviour was more 
likely to have told thern 'of their yeple&t, rhen co have Terzeapitall 
crime filently ſcape-inw's divorces or if it be ſaid his buſtaefle was 
not'to- tell them” what was! eriminull 1H: thedivill Confre;/ but. what 
was finfull at the barre of conference; howgare'they 'theh heving 
no- other ground then theſe dur Saviours words; draw that into 
trial” of Law," which bh: A26/es ahd our Savionr: was teft" to the 
jurffd vfcohſciense? Britwee take Fmh our Savioer; faphey, 
onely char fe war's and 68r-Livy of iff applies theppoifh- 
met.” '"Bucby thelf ſeavertatifyargye, 'the great a of all 
the'world who knew bet What was" 8dnltery bothro che Jewand eo 
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fraulterity-npon divorce, we may reſolve that: RISE... 
ork IE ry A as 


og Hece and _ _— all other 
re indeett ole iſts who arethe 
2s to admit of 


? mich ons by mak edlok 2 


rw nk 
his ry bivers'of cheirown ſuch aſcar- 
city of miſeries "er ore we out m_ made to melt our 


ora renin 1 mr and coin: pra nc 
to hold commerce ry on any theitfote! who ſhall 
read this diſcourſe;. h miſadventure 1 i i 


this contra evi here complaint of, and finds the fies-and work- 
ings of + high impatience frequently upon! him, of all thoſe wild 
wards which men in miſery ink to e themſelves by uttering, ler 
——_ LED — abi dro 
wW a lvire ar . 
MEE, akuf's 
of m involyethis our portion of mortalt life, into 2 Eng of 
ſadinfle and malecontent, by laws commanding over the unreduci- 
ble earned but allow ns 20 fa wowns 
and flykeeff thoſeevile ime whictrtiaman error hath le#'us 
the miditofour befttmtentions3 and to (i ouvincitlent exrretml- 
ties by chat authentick precept of ſoverancharityzwhoſegrand com- 
miſſion is to doand to overall the Signs God to man; 
that love and truth may advanceeach atherts everſaſting-Whilewe 
literally fi through eaftormary faintnefſeof heare,not\ven- 
ring topierce with our freethoughts imothefnll farteudeof 1.ature 
religion;abapdon our ſelves toſerveundere anny6t uſu 
opinions, ſufferingthoſe ordinanceswhich were allotecd toour 
itednd O__ cerample over us and hale us intoa multitude of 
——_— Bon wick hope ivr _ —_— he ſteusina _ 
lowanceof way, ence'eoour we 
neverleaveſubtilizing a nd cafaifiing cill . have rated, eur == 
that liberall path into a razors edge ro walk on, between a precipi 
of Ry miſchief on either fide: _—_ ſtarting at every al G 
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Alarunizwe do not kndw-which way toſcta footforwang, with,manr 
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and arbitrewdar:ofdivonce: fron iths aſſer;0f family z- lnco 


$4 
awhoſchands God and the Law of all Nations bad-pus its and Chriſt 
{o lettit, preaching ondly to theconſcicnce, andi not - authorizing a 


ares wg dy vr Fmaowar mas nr) unacountable and tc- 
creextaſoris etn.m wifes” as-athing moſt 
improperly! hn rr toro rs rs 'triþ1]« : Butthe Popes of 


Rome perceiving the great. rexoriteandhigh aut hdricy it would give 
them ev'n over Princes, to have the Judging arid deciding of: ſuch a 
main conſequence in the life okmanas was divorce, wrought ſo upon 
the.ſuperſtition af thoſe_ageg,es:to-divelt them of: that right, which 


God fromthe beginnivg had xentrived 45-the husband:) by which 
-means they -ſubjeRted. chak ancient andnarncally domeltick; Nick pegs 


tive to an.externall and unbefitting Judicature, : For a 
rences in divorce about Dowries, Joinwtes, andthe like, the 


| wwe adultery; ought: netebpalewitbour: referring 5:if-need 


e yer thatcheabfohnc and finall hindring of dis 
- varce-cannd; belong ro any civill or carthly power, againſt the will 
and conſent of both parties, or ofthe husband alone, ſome reaſons 
will be here urg'd asſhall not need 49 decline the touch, But firſt I ſhal 
redite. what hath bin alvcady, yeilded by others infavour of thisopi- 
-nion-Grotim anith many more ogreethat notwithitandingwhat Chrift 
ſpake therin tothe conſciences the Magiſtrate is not therby enjoyn'd 
ought againſt the preſervation of cjyill peace, of equity,and: of con- 
. venience. Among theſe F agirs is moſt refnarkable; and gives the ſame 
liberty of. pronouncing diyorce to; the Chriftian Magiſtrate, as the 
Moſaink had-Forwhatever ſaith be, Chriſt Pake te2be regetenate;the Judge 
bath 20 deal rpith-abe ww), _ © if therfore aity Ubrowgh harencfje of heart, willao: 
| be atalerable wife or ; it will be lawful @ wellgiaw at afold to poſſthe 
authority. Nor -doth'man ſepar 


bil of divorce, mot by privat, bug by publick, 
et CE a ao, What _— Ls the 
ag rate 
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Mogiftrate from ſo doing, to whoſe gevernment all rntwart things are ſubjeld, 
#0 ſeparate and remove from perpetuall vexation and no ſmall dangergthoſe bodies 
. whoſe mind are ws» ads being hit office to procare peaceable and 

convenient living inthe Common-wealth ; and being as certain alfoy that they 
ſo neceſſartly ſeparated carinot all receive a ſingle life, And rhisLobferve thar 
our Divines do generally condemn ſeparation of ' bed - and board, 


without the liberty of ſecond choice: if that therfore in ſome caſes 


be moſt purely neceflary, as who ſo blockifh rodeny,then is this alſo 
asneedfull.T hh $ far by others is already well ſtept, to inform us that 
divorce is nota matter of Law but of Gharity :1tchere remain a fur- 
long yet toend the queſiion, theſe following reaſons may ſerve to 
gain it with any apprehenſion nor too unlearned, or too wayward. 
Firtt becauſe ofttimes the cauſes of ſeeking divorce reſide fo deeply in 
the radicall and innocent affeftions of nature, as is not within the 
dioceic of Law totamper with. Other relations niay aptly anough be 
held together by a civil and vertuous love.But the duties of man and 
wife areſuch as are chiefly converſant in that love, which is moſt an- 
cient and meerly naturall ;z whoſe two prime ſtatutes are to Joyn it 
ſclf tothat which. is good and acceptableand friendly ;'and co turn 
afide and depart from whar is difagreeable, diſpleafing and unlike: 
ot the two thisJatter is the firongeſty and molt cquall to be regarded: 
for although a man may often-bei unjuſt in. ſ=ckin g that which he 
loves, yet hecan never beunjuſtorblamablcin retiring from his end» 
lefle trouble anddiftaſt, whenas his tarrying can redound to no true 
content on either fide. Hate isof all thi 4 mightielt divider,nay, 
isdiviſion it ſelf. Tocouplehatted therfore, though wedlock wry all 
her golden links;/and borrow. to her aid all:the iron manacles and 
fetters of Law,it does bur ſeck to twiſt a rope of ſand, 'which was a 
task, they ſay, that pod the divell- And that ſlaggith feind in hell 
O0:nw, whom the Poems tellof, brought his idlecordage to as | 
effet, which never ſerv'd to bind with,but to feed the Aſle that 

at hise}bow. And that the reſtriftiveLaw againſt divorce, attains as 
lictle to bind any thing truly in a diſjoynted mariage, or to keep it 
bound, bur ſerves only to feed the ignorance, and tive imperti- 
nenceof a _— Canbn, were a" abſurd — therfore 
thoſedeep and ſerious regrefies of nature ina reaſonable ſoul partin 
from that miliakwhedp which le: juſtly ſeeks in @ perſon, pri 3 
him, recolle&ing himtelf' from an unmeec help which was. acysr 
meant,and to.detain hima by compuliton in _ a unpredeliin'd mi- 
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ery #3 thixjs i diamecer againlt both nature and inftivnion: bar'es 
— ae ahuriſdifiy —_— the. inward par mrs Fr 


poli an,toconumand love and {ympathy,to forbid.diflike 
xgainftrhe guilcles inflin& dfnaturey is-nac. whihin-che Prevince of 
any Laweoreach, and wereindeedanuutommodious rudencfſe, nox 
a juſt power: for that Law may baudy with gature,and traverſe her 
ſage motions, was an error in Caliicler the Rhetorician, whom: Sderg- 
tes from high principles confuces in Plato's Georgia. It therfore divorce 
may be ſonaturall, and that Law and Naturearenot eogo contrary, 
rhento - amy divorce compulltecly, isnot onely againſt nature, bur 
againſt law. | 41513 n0iI9o of ff eo 
Next ic muſtbe rememberd that all law is for ſome good that may 
be frequently attain'd, without theadmixcure of a worſe inconveni- 
encezand therfore many grolle faults, as ingratitude and the like, 
which are too farwithin the ſoul, to be curd by conſtraint of law,are 
left only to be wrought on by conſcience and perſwaſion. Which 
made Ariſtotle inthe 10th of his Ethicks to Nicomachws, aim at a kind 
of diviſion of {aw into privateor perſwaſive, and publick or cumpul- 
five. Hence it is that the law forbidding divorce, never attains to any 
good end of ſuch prohibition, bur rather multiplies evill. For if na» 
ture! eafiflefſe fway' in love or hace be once compelFdic grows carc- 
lefſe of it ſelf, vicious, uſcleſle to friend, unſerviceable and (piritlefle 
rotheCommonrwealth. Which Boſe; rightly forclaw, and all wiſe 
Law=glivers thatever knew man, what kind ofcreature he was. The 
Parliament alfo and Clergy of England were not ignorant of this, 
when they conſenred that Hawythe 8th put away: his Queen 
Ameof m_—_ __ | _—_ not ——— — n= nnd 
a yeersz un were that contrary tothe 5 madeane- 
cefhiry of that which might have been a vertue in them todo.Eorev'n 
the freedome and eminenceof mans creation gives him tobe a Law in 
this matter to himſelf, being the tread. of the other Sex, which was 
madeforhim : whom therforethough he ought notto injure; yet nei- | 
therthonld he be forc't to retain in ſociety to his own overthrow, nor 
to hear any judge therin above himſelf. Ir being alſo anunſeemly af- 
front to theſequeltr'd and vail'd modelty.of that ſex, to have herun- 
plealingneſic and other concealmencs bandied up and down,and ag>- 


Lravated in opett Court by thoſe hir'd maſters of rongue-fence, Such 
So 


exigences it befell no kefle a way om a Henry the eighth 
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| his 
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his brothers wifes after many indignities of being detuded,and mad®©. 
abvy of by thoſe his two Cardinall Judges, was confirain'd at laſt 
for wan of other proof that ſhe had been carnally known -by Prince - 
Artbar, evin to uncover the.nakedneile of that vertnous Lady, and to 
recite openly the oÞſcene evidence of his brothers Chamberlain. Yet 
it pleag'd God: to make him ſce all the tyranny of Rowe, 'by diſcover- 
ing this which they exercis'd oyerdivorce; and to makehim the be- 

inner of a reformation tothis whole Kingdom by firit aſſerting into 
fie far liery power the right of juſtdiyorce. Tis truce, an adultreſſe 
cannot be ſham'd ancugh by any porn geen : but that wo-' 
man whoſe honour is not appeach'r, is lefle injur'd by a filent diſmi(- 
_——_— not illiberally dealt with, then tocndure a cla- 
mouri ate of utterleſle things, in a buſines of that civill ſecrecy 
and diicule diſcerning, as not to be oyer-much queſtion'd by neexeft 
friends. Which drew that aniwer from the greacct and worthieſt Ro- 
maz of his time Paulus Emilixs, being demanded why he would pur 
away his wife for no viſible reaſon, This Shoo, ſaid he, and held is ou 
on his footy a neat ſhooga new ſooo,and yet none of you know where it wrings 
Me : much lefſe by the unfamiliar cogniſance of a feed gameſter can 
ſuch a private difference be examin'd, neither ought it. wa | 
Again, if Law aim at the firm eſtabliſhment and preſervation of 
matrimonial faith,we know that cannot thrive under violent means, 
but is the more violated. Iris not when twounfortunately met are by 
the Canon forc't todraw in that yoke an nnmercifull dayes work of 
ſorrow till death unharnefſeem, that then the Law keeps mariage 
moſt unviolated and unbrok*n :but when the Law takes order that 
mariage be acountant and reſponfiblero perform that ſociety , whe- 
ther it bereligious,civill,or corporall, which,may be conſcionably re- 
guir'd andclaiin'd therin, crelſeto bedifſoly'd if it cannot beunder- 
gone : Thisi: co make mariage moſt indifloluble, by making it a juſt 


. andequall dealer, a performer of thaſe duchelps which inftituted the 


covnant, being otherwiſe a mott unjuſt contra, and no moreto be 
maintain'd under tuition of law, then theavileft fraud, or cheat, or 
theft that may be committed. But becauſe thi is fuch a ſecret kind of 
fraud or theftzas cannot be diſcern'd by law,but only by theplaintife 
himſelf, therfore to divorce was never counted a politicall or civil 
offence neither to Few nor Gentile,nor by any judiciall intendment of 
Chriſt, fucther then could be difcern'd to rranſgrefle the allowance 
of Moſer, which was of neceilicy folarge, that ir doth all one as if is 


{ens 
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(ent back 'the matter undeterminable atlaw,& intraftable byrough 
dealing, «to have inſtruQtions and admonitions beſtow*'d abour it by:. 
them whole ſpiritaall officeis toadjureand to eNOUNCE Y 
the conſcience. The Law can only appoint the juſt -and equall condis. 
tions of divorce, and is to look how it is an injuryto the:divorc'ts: 
which in truth it can be none,as a meer ſeparation; for if ſhe conſer:t, 
wherin has the Law to right her? or conſent not 3 then is iteither juſt, 
and ſodeſervd; orifunjuſt, ſuchin all likelihood was the divorcer, 
and topart from anunjuſt man is a happineſle, and-no injury to be. 
lamented.Bur ſappoſcic be an injury,the Law is not able toamend it, 
unles ſhe think icother then a miſerable redreſs to return back from 
whenccſhe was expelled, or but intreated to be gone, orelſc to live a» 
part ſtill maried without mariage, a maricd widow. Laſt, if it be to 
chaften the divourcer,what Law punifhes a deed which is not gorall, 
but natural, a deed which cannot certainly be found to be an injury, 
or how can it bepuniſht by prohibiting the divorce, bur that the in=. »}.. 
nocent muſt equally partake both in the ſhame and in the ſmart. So 
that which way ſoever welook the Law can to no rationall purpoſe 
forbid divercegitcan only take care that the conditions of divorce be 
not injurious. Thus then we ſee the tri4ll'of law how impertinent itis' 
rochis queſtion of divorce,how helpleſſe next,and then how hurtfull. 
AY SI 4 CHAP. XXIL 2 : 
The laſt Reaſon, why divorce #4 not to be reſtraind by Law, it bein again the. + 
Law of nature nd of Nations. The larger proof wherof referrd ta Av. Sel> 
dens Book De jure naturali &'gentium. Az objcTHion of Paraus anſwerd.. 
_ How it oxght to be ordered by the Church. That 1bia will not breed any worſe 
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Fe annex the laſtReaſon why it ſhould not be, is the example we 
have,not only from the nobleſt and wiſcſt Conumon-wealths, < . 

guided by the cleareſt light of haman knowledge, bur alſo from the * 
divineteſtimonies of God himſelf, lawgiving in-perſontoa ſanftify'd 
people. Thar all this is trug,who ſo deſires to know at large with leaſt - 
pains, and expedts not hieer overlong reherſals of that which is'by o- 
thers already ſo judiciouſly gatherd,let him haftento be acquainted 
with that noble volume written by our learned Selden,Of the Law of na- 

tre and of Nations, a work more uſetull and more. worthy'to _ 
ngd, whoſcever ſtudics to be a great man in wiſdom, equity, and ju- 


Rice, then all thoſe decreta!rgnd ſumles ſmms, which the Fontifical Clerks 


have "* 


. Uusnow, Whenthis warcanted freedom of Gods own giving is m: 


pd 
0 


. +351 8flur di0:the got of bath: Sexes, '» 79 
have deted on, ever fince that unforturiar mother famouſly linn'd 
thricezand di'd impenitent of Heehelnging logs the world thoſe rws 
'mmishegorten-infanrs, and for cyer infanes Lombard 'and Gretia 
rofCanon xother the Tubialcazn of ſcholaſtick So» 


the pureand(olid/Law of God unbeneficial tous by their calumnious 
dunceries-:Yerthis Law whichtheir unski bath made liable 

_ toallignominy,the purity/and wifdom ofthis Law ſhall betbe buck- 

ler of our difpure. Liberty: of divorce weclaim not, wethipk not but 

' framthis Law ; che dignity, the faithzthe authority thereof is now 

growti among Chrifiians, Oaftoniſhmgnt! alabourof nd mean difti- - 

'culty arid cnvy to defend.” That it ſhould not be counted a faltring 

difpenceza flattring pertniſſion of fin,the bill of adultery,a ſnare;isthe # 

—_— of all this apology. And all that we ſolicite is, that it may be —— 

ſuffer'd to ſtand in the place where God ſet it amidſt the firmament / 

of his holy Laws toſhine,as it was wont,upon the weakneſles and cr- 

rorsof men periſhing els in the fincerity of their honeſt purpaſes.: far 

'certainthere is no memory of whordoms and-adulteries lett among, 


dangerous and diſcarded for a ſcrowleof licence-It muſt be your ſut- 
Sages and Votes,QEngliſhmen,that thisexploded deeree of God and 
-Afofermay ſcape,and comeoff fair withoutthe cenſure of a ſhameftull 
ap_—_— : which, if yonder Sunride fure,and mean: not to break 
: word wich ds tomorrow; was never'yet abrogated by our Sayionr. 
 Giveſentence,if you pleaſe, that the frivolous Canon may reyerſethe 

- infallible judgement of _ and his great direRor.Orit it bethe re= 

* , - formed writers, whoſe dofrine:perſwades:this rather, their reaſons 
 Idareaffirmareall filenc't, unleſſe itbe only this. Parew anthe Co- 
' rinthians wonld prove that hardnes of heart in divorce is-n0 more 
now'to be permitced, but tobe amerc't with fine and impriſonment. 

' Tam not willing co diſcover the forgattings of reverend men,yer here 
. Imuft, What article orclauſeof the whole new Covinantcan Poarew 
! bring toexaſperatthejudiciall Laws upon any infirmicy titer the 
? Goſpel? (Kat tnficwty;for if icwere thehigh hand of finz the Law as 
little would have endurd.iras the Goſpel) it would mar ſtretch tockie 

- dividing of an iuherigauc2; ic refus'd tocondennadukery, nous 
[1-43 theſe 


—_ ce ofthe Miniſter & other grave ſecle&ed Elders; whoafter they 
I 


" % Tho Doflrineind Diſ-iplint's Divorce, 


5ſhontd not bedon at Law ,' but to ſhew that; the! 
hath nor the leaſt influence upon Judicial} Courty,much Detrearemporal 
the x fhaxperza nd more heavy; left of all co arrajnebefdres 
;chatwhich na ron even acquitced, cTorfle, he, 
thelawwasthetimeof youth, nnder 
us is mature age,and oughteo ſubdue 2 ra nn True, and ſo cught 
rhe Law coogifthey be found inordinat; and'not meerly > or aiid 
blameles. Next I diſtinguiſh that the time of the Law is:icompar'd to 
70 qui ped poplllegetn reſpebt of the ceremoniall part; which led che 
zschildrenthrough — ral and gariſhruditnents;until thefitl- 
Ne efleadiragtt to them the higkee leflors of faith and re- 
demption, Thisis not meant of the moral. part, therin it. foberly con- 
cern'd them notto be babies, but to be men in good earneſt: the ſad 
and awfull majeſty of that Law was net to-be with, to bring a 
beatdednonage withlaſcivious diſpenſations before thatthrone,had 
bin a lend affront. as it is now a grofſe miſtake.Bue Eve le 
this Parexs to nouriſh violent affe&tions in youth , by 
wanton indulgences,and to chaſtiſe them in mature age with a hr 
rod of corre&tion. How much more coherent isit to Corey eeplle wich: 


rheſet 


Law as a ftri&tSchoolmaſter aig = = 
> po rm et geo 

ic —_ e 
Law: Ce nar, is to EG 
ow penalt-Courrs - it now to 
ee! em ano! cs reps roar ria men en 


ir? NI orkeys ; neither from Afoſernor from Chriſt hath the Magilirate 
any authority to proceed againſt it. But what?Shall then the diſpolall 
of that power returnagain tothe maſter of family ? Wherefore-not? 
Since Godthere pur it,and thepreſumptuons Canon thence bereft it. 
This only muſbe provided, that che ancient manner be obfery'd in 


haveadmoniſte & preſtn = ache words of our Saviour, and 
he ſhall haveproteſted ch th of the eternal Goſpel, and the 
he has of happy reſurreftiongthat otherwiſe then thus he cannot 


and thinks himſelf, & this his caſe not cantaird:in that Mrobibliice 0 


of divorce which'Chrit pronoancitsthe' matter not being of malice, 

but of nature, and ſonot capable of reconciling z to. conſtrain him 

furder wereto unchriſten him, to: unman himy to throw the moun- 
tain 


} _ 


mo — 
Reftor'd tot 
eain of S;4/ upon him , with rhe weight of the whoſe Law to boor, 
flir-againft che liberty and efſerce of the Gofpell, ahd yet nothing «- 
vailavie eirher ro the lanRity jof marriag:, the good of hi&band, 
wite, or children ; nothing proficable either ro Chnech or Conimon- 
/ © wealth , but buccfa'l anqpernicious to'fall theſe reſpefts. Bur this 
will bring 1a confuſion. Yer cheſe cantious miſtruſters might conſi= 
der, that what they thus 05jeX lights not upon this book, bac upon 
chat which I engage ag1in? them, che hook of God and of ſes, with 
all che wiſdome an4 providence whic) had fore-caſt the worſt of 
confuſion that cou'd ſucceed , and yer-thought fir of ſuch a permif- 
fion. Bur ler them bz of g50d cheer, it wrought (© little ditarder 
among the Jews, that from Moſes-till after the captivicy, not one of 
the Prophers thought it worth rebuking , for that of AMalachy 
well lookt into, will appeare to be, not again{t divorcing, 'but.rather 
againſt keeping ſtrange Concubines, ro the wciongey their FHe- 


brew wives. It theretore wee Chriſtians way be thought gs good and 

tractable as the Iewes were, and certain!y- the prohibirers of divorce 

preſume 13 to be better, then lefle confalion-4s to be fear'd for this 
among us, then was among them, If wee be worſe, or butas bad, 
waich lamentable examples confirme-we are, then-haye we more, or 

"at leaſt as much need of: this permitted laws, as they - ro whom God 
therefore gave it (as they ſay) under a harſher cov'nanr.'Let nor ther- 

fore the frailty-of man goe on thus inventing neelefie tronbles to ir 
ſe f, co. groan under the talie.imagimrtion of a riftnes never imposd 

from above; enjoyning that for dory*which is animpeſſiale and vain 

ſupecerogating. Be mot righteous overmuch,'1s the counſel of Eccleſpa- 

!es, why ſhauldft thou deſtroy thy ſelf: ? Let us not be thus over-curi- 

\ ous to lirain at atoms, and yer to ltop every venr and cranny of per- 
| | mitfive liberty , leſt nature wanting thoſe need:ull pores, and brea- 
thing places which God hath nor debarr'd our weakneſle, ejther-Jud- 
den.y break our into ſome wide rupture 6F:open vice , and frantick 
herefie , or elſe inwardly feltzr with repining and blafphemous 

'though:s , under an unreaſonable and fruitleſſe rigor of unwarran- 
tediaw. Againſt which evills nothing can more beſeeme the religi- 

onofthe Charch ,: orthe wiſedome of che Stare: ;'» then toconfider 
| timely anJ provide, And info doing, let them»yordoub burithey 
| ſhall vindicate the miſrepured honor of iGod and this great'Lawgt= 
>; " ver, by (uffering him to give his -own laws according ro the condi- 
| tion of mans nature beft known to him, without the unſufferable 
|  Impntation of dipencing egaly with many 2g2s- of ratify'd adul- 
| | NT, tery., 


pond of both Sext# _ 
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$2 | he Doftrine aud Diſcipline of Divorce; 
bery. They ſhall recover the miſatrended words of Chriſt to the fins. 
ecciy. of their true ſenſe from manifold contradiions, and thall. 
open them with the key of charity. Many helpleſs Chriſtians chey 
ſhall raiſe from the depth of ſadnes and diftreſ]2, artery nnfirced, as 
sheyare, to ſerve God or man : many they thall reclaime from ob- 
ſeure andgiddy ſeas , many regain from diflolute and brurith. li- 
£2nce , many for deſperate hardnes , ifever that wete juſtly plea- 
ded. They hall fer free many daughters of /ſ-4:/, nor wanting much; 
ofher fad plight when Satan had bound eighteen yeares Manthey ſhall. 
reſtore to his jat dignity , and prerogative in nature, preferring the 
ſouls free peace before the promiſcuons draining ofa carna!l rage, 
Mariage from a perilous. hazard and ſnare ,* they-thall reduce to bee 8+ 
4nore certain hay'nand retirement of happy foctety ; when. they 
hall judgeaccording, to God and Afeſes , and how nor then accor= 
dingtoChriR 2. when they (hall judge ic more wiſdome an4goodnes: 
ro thar coy'nant ſeemingly and'keep itreally , then-compul- 
fon of law to keep it ſeemingly , and by compulfion of blame!les na- 
cure tobreakitreally , at lealt if it were evertrulyjoyn'd. Thevi- 
gor of diſcipline they may then turne with better tucceſſeupen rhe 
-proftiture looſenes of the times, when men findiag;in themielyes the 
1afirmities of formerages , ſhall not be.conſtrain'd aboyechegift:of 
God in-them., to unprofitable and impoſſible obſervances:never re- 
-quir'd from the civileſt, the wiſett , theholieſt Nations, whoſe.other- 
:excellencies1n morall vercuethey-never:yzt.conld equall, Laſt of all, 
-co-thoſe whoſe mind till is romarntaintextuallteftrition,,. whereof- 
thebare:ſoundeannor conſiſt fometimes with huminity, much leſſe 


wich charity , -I'wouldever an{wer by.puttivg them in remembrance 
of -a commandabove all commands, which they feeme to have for. 


got , andwhoſpake it .; incompaiiſon whereof this which they:lo-. 
exalt, is byc a petry and fabordinare precept.. Let thom gootherofore 
wick: whom ] am-loath-ro couple chem, -yer they willnzeds run tato-, 


. the lame blinfnes wich the Pharifes, ' /er them goe therefore and conti- 


der well whae this lefſon- means, /will have mercy and mot ſacrafior;for 


_eitthat ſting ai che Law and Prophets depend, much more the Goſpel 
-wiioſe end.and excehence is mercy and: peace : Or ifthey- cannor 
learn thay how-will they beare this ,\which yer I ſhall not doubt cg 
leave with-rhemasa concluſion : Thar Gad the Senne hath pur all 0- 


ther rhinge-under his own-feer 4, buchis Commandements hee hath- 


Aefcall onder the feet of Charity. Theend.. 
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'Page 15. line 8, readit the glaſſy Sea. p, 33. 1.6. for or,read nor. p-34. 1.15. read 


* 8fhy"T yrant or Politician. p.39. 1.33. for give rea1 find. lin: 3 4, for will, freewill.1. 


3 8. read he acquirrs, p.51, 1.25, for,vyithout a comma, 
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